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" Commision-Offcer 


The Packers Patent 


CLEAREM 


AND, THE 
Peoples plea conſidered. 


In a Sermon preached before and 


' now preſented to) the AsSOCIATED 
Miniftecs of Chriſt,in the County of Sommer ſer, 


ata late ſolemn Ordination at Sormmerter 
5 ' in theſaid Capnty, June, 9. 1658. 


; By John Norman, Muniſter of the e Goſpel at Bridgwater, _ 4 
| Rom, 10- 14, 15s | 
How then (hall they call on him,zn whom they have not 
be lieved? and how [hal they believe in hin,of whons 
they have not heard? and how ſhall they hear with= 
out a preachey ? 

And how (hal they preach except they be ſent ? as it is © 
. written. how beantiful are the feetof them that preach * 
the Goſpelof peace, bring glad tidings of good things? 


1 Tim. x. 12, 


1 thank Ch1ft Jeſus ow Lord who bath enabled me: for that he 
counted me ſaithfull, putting me into the Miniſtery. 


——__ —_—_—_—_—————..—..—— 


London, Prinned jor Edward Breſteriat the Crane |. 
in Paul's Church-yard, andare to be fold by Edward © *. 
| nog Bovkdeller | in Targns. 16 5 F, ho 
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Epiſftola Dedicatoria. * 


=: Eh 
| } Dil-Chſſtmis, Oe t Chri ſto nr 
quam reverendis Miniſtris 
Þ _Ewvangelii, apud Somerſe- 
'' tenſes ASSOCIATI1S, 4r- 
ſ' Cifſimoq; ©» pacis &» pie- 
| tatis wvinculo conjuncits , 
1 Gratiam miſericordiam © 
| id pacem in Domino. 


Patres fratreſq; in Chriſto colend:ſſimi; 
CONE \Nte oculos ponit 
D YAN | 


z: conciuncula lizc 

£ ( qualis qualis eſt *) 
—: comma 1lla, quibus 
nuperrime orxbuiltis EreQas 
A 2 auUres; 


4B Epiftola Dedicatoria. 

| aures. Quam acrits eflagit3- 
runt non pauc1, ut in apricum 
feram.hanc omnibus & ſingu= 


lis veſtcum perquam huamillits 
me offero, 


Non eſt quddlaut4 apologil 


ceulongisambagibus vosfuti- 
ie & nullo cum trucu morer. 
Polt iteratas a me denud mul- 
tumque inficias, vicerunt 
randem eorum, quibus fami- 
hariflime utor, rationes, quz 


| x Tin.y defiderio Chriſti, cali, evan- 


2 #ri2m.gelii, cjuldemque Miniſterit 


 Xip aver 


| 44-3, Exardere mihi videbantur, 


awry Pompaticam eloquentiam 
Tet: «x4. (ur HieronywiimNre utar )non 
eUg!, To »© . 

74;4:y ambiit concionator veſter,nec 
#17y0- prutitam aurinm, 4 {cd pro- 
erChry D : l P 


in Tir. dcilc 
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- 
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Aum,non p!zculta 3 d popu-}! 


- -modi res dicere ornate pueris Cor. rx. 


& intelligencis viri, f 


b 1 Cort 


Epiſtola Dedicatoria. 
deſſe animis: b i & orgy nbgu  39u 
utc cum Avolſitolo loquar, ne 7: | | 
J þ * A+» OTts jabs 
inants reddatur crux Chriſti 


: a * 12y td gy 
c Oratione 1taque Preisa ufug had 
Taos Td 
- . & | 4 KN OY [AX 
Jari, non polita. e Nec nuntls T7e,a,% 


de rebus Theologicis dicen- A 2 bm1- 


dum {emper dux1i, quam devey. 7 
Philo{ophicis Cicero - Iſtjuſ-. 54. 


Chiyſ.in 3 


le eſt, plane autem & per-,, _ 


p . - * f:nts wire 
{picue expedire poſſe, dottifinn no - 
ae(tio7 con- 
ventt \ ita 

| , : rats? preſ- 
ſa non audax, Seneca. Ep. 40. #1 fine. e Cujuſtunque oati- 
onem vides politam, &r ſollcitam ; ſcito antmum in Piuftits oc- 
cupatums in ſcriptis ail! ſoltdum, Id, Epiſt. 21 f Cicero 
L, 3. de finibus, bon, & mal. 


Rerum Theologicarum con- 
culcatores, potius, quam con- 
A3 clonatores 


| Epiſtola-Dedicatoria. 
cionatores ſunt, qui ( ſecun» 
dum Hieronymum ) exceptis 
verbis tinnulis atque emendis 


£ Hier. Ep. 


catis, nihil aliud loquuntur. 


tamil. $6. 0 Liceat | Itaque ut cum Apo- 
ſtolopalam & ingenue proft- 
tear, non ſtatuiſſe me quice 
quam ſcie, nift Jelum Chri- 
itum, exmque crucifixum ; þ 


b 1 Cor. 2. 2, # Con- 
fel. L. q,ca. 4: 

k --Erub-ſcat ergo ſur 
perbus & inſeelix pecra- 
to”, & tint Olgttone 
eecetus, tr 4 in flmma- 
rus, impati nng 72t:0 


& quicquid fine hoc 
nomine tuerit,quam- 
vis lireratum, & ex + 
polituin , & veridi- 


f atu ſi. 7! a flatus, CUM, NON MNEe tOorum 


et plus placti as Al 
ftotelis quam [ceitia 
ae A oftolis, ? 9/245 Codex 
Flatoms : ' Un lthcr Olte 
Un: w null fin 
Lt Pa t, laſs te atta 
Eificlt;, il Us it H19 
ſapu, 1i./nent Gm 
Malice cQrcefins, L a+ 


rapuiſſe \ ſicut Augu= 
fianus. 7 Valcant,per 
me licet, oratorum 
Jenocinia. Platonico. 


um & k Peripateti- 
eorign 


| 


corum {ophilſmata : 
"y  Arma enim militiz 
' noſtrz non carnalia 
Aunt , ſed divinitds 
\ valida, ad deſtruQtio- 


Vivus eſt Dei ſermo 
& efticax ; m2 Tota 
{criptura divinitds 
eſt inſpirata, cademq; 
utilis ad doQrinam, 
ad redargutionem,ad 
correctionem,addil- 
ciplinam in juſtiti3 : 
Nec lolummodo po- 
teſt hominem ſapien- 
1 tem reddere ad fa- 
” Jutem, verameciam 
nominem Det cim 


o \ A - , f 
«1:0 (UN 51:7 opiny ; * 


 Epiſtola Dedlicatoria; 


nem munitionum : / 


leftice imaginatus, © 
Rhetorice purpura- * 
tas, Augeli. ſpecul. 
PECCAt C, Go 

{ 2 Cor. 10. 4. 

1 Heb. 4' 12, 

* Seu Ynplnowives 
a Pauls ſcriptum 
ſit, ut plerique lee 
gent, ſeuttngluuiyos, 
ut Complatenſis edie 
tw, vim vocabuli 
ep]os 1 ſe inclus 
ſam habet. Proinde 
ab Occumenio ex- 
poritur a'71np]10 ak 
vos x, 31)npols, ogy 
qu d+ rmtegre,plens 
conſummate * 4 
Chryſoſtomo an- 
1273 pare axpifuras, 
1. e. accurate & 
exate inflruttas , 
Jo-Rainold. I het: 
I» de S, fcripturay 
P- 64s 


A 4 &% | 


E Epiſtola Detlicatorie. 
19,16 17. & perfeQum, 8& ad omne 
River. 16 OPUs bonum perfeQe inſtru- 
e=_hg C2 Gum. 1 - rs 
In evangelio, en ! omnis 

veritas eſt, & omnis manifes 

{tatio veritatis,ſicut Origewes. 

0 En | Ka pooy $Ites, x; V0 tey dy » 

Ao wn CRY Uti Baſilius p Imo, vel 
' od, Bellarmino ipſo fatente, En! 


p Contra {acra {criptura regula certiſ* 
Eunomi- 


Ad eun- 

dem modum © Chryfoſtomus ſcripturam dicit 
«xpiBn Coy! awailor xnxd yreurg v, xeverce 
Homil. 13. in 2: ad Corinth. 4 De Veibo Dei. 
b.. 1. c. 2. 


Ad (cripturas itaque audi- 
| 44»; forces ubique provoco, qua- 
| {we rum adoranda elit plenitudo. 


plenttuains 


Terr. ad: 5 Ad legem & conte ſtatio- 
ve |, Her- 
SIETTL 


MO, 


Epi fiola Dedicatoria. 

| nem, cum Iſ{aii clamito; $16.20, 
Ilud ipſum , quod antchac 
Conſtantinus, in Synodo Nt1- 

cena, omnibus 3 me ditten- 
tientibus ſuadeo : unticam, 

& addi liceat per{uadeo! 07% . 

ut hoſtilem omnem expel- 
lentes contentionem, ex ver- 

bis divinitus inſpiratis, ſolu- 
tionem quzſtioni capiamus. 

tk Audiamus 9 quid t olw TeAtpimmoity ty 
dicit Dominus; non ©#/2<7-vlis 5:11 ©: 
quid dicit Donatus, P,Mtgrnn% 2, 
Y &C. vel hic, vel T(45; wp Tw AUT» 
Ille , licct apprime Theodor, Niftor. 


E Eclef, {. I'. Ca, 7. 
eruditus, amicus aut v--gimeficaum of 


nomen mek in gen- 
tibus, dicit Domus : Audi : dicit Dominas, non dis 


cit Donat ws, aut Rog atus, aut V; A; aut Am- 


broſins xs t Auguſtin, Aug.Epiti.4$.circa med; in. 


P''*s, 


Epiſtola Dedicatoria. 
pius. Nec audiamus,ur inquit 
1dem Auguſtinns; * Hzxc dico, 

petiiang DEC dicis ; fed andiamus, bxc 

ol dicit Dominus. Liceat ey ue 
dem verbis, & fratres a'loqui 
me, alicer hoc in argumento, 
quod 1a manibus eſt, {entien- 
tes Sunt certe libri Dominici, 
quorum autheritat! utrique 
conlentimus, utrique credi- 
mus , utrique ſervimus , ibi 
quzramus ecclefiam, ibi dif. 
cutiamus caulam noſtram. 

 Noloequidem, (ut ſubjungir 
ile ) humanis documentis , 
{c d divinisoracults, ecclefiam, 
addo & minilterium, demon- 
x nb Cirari . x 
Ilud tamen non diffiteor, 


{ed 


! 


Epiſtola Dedicatoria. 
| fed plane, ut res eſt, haud 
| invitus expono hoc aliquan- 
ro majorem mihi 1njecitle 
{crupulum, utraum libertas 
iſta prophetandi,quam adop- 
tarune fratres, S. ſcriprurz 
accommadata fuerit ? an po- 


tius aba'tena ? ſc, quod, non a 7,ee 


modo. in Socinjianorum & Paris: 

: | . relte id 
caſtris, uſitatifſtme eam pro- foripeſſe, 
pugnatam habemus,qu1 {crip- MV117%; = 


ruris parum tribuunt, vertim 77% 


etiam, in Enthuſtaſtarum col 45ce»4; 

: - Aoinie 47gredi, 
luvie ( & ejuldem farraginis great, 
id apts ſit, quod ag ored: copitat, vel cupit Theoph. 
Nicholaid. i 7eft. traft. de mil] miniſtrorum, In 
eandem [ententiam ped:bas eunt.Catechetis Raccoe 
vienſis. c. 2, Raddecires in not. im librum Smigelects, 
$9c:7:145 in Traftatu de Feeleſin, Ein def, enſioucm Dae 


berrs, per The: ph, Nicholaidem. 


homunc:ion':m 


Epiſtola Dedicatoria. 

homuncionum) þ qui ſcrip- 

raras aperte rejiciune At fen- | 6 
b Ef 1gi-rentiz huic uni f{uffragautur | Þ 
c 
1 
| 


Ef SY ; = 
"2; Omrees, in hocunum lubenrit- 
tie/nm [INE CO: UNTES, 


of J «6: NT 


ci.looms Anab ivtiſticin de homin:bus ſine diſcrimine 


per terdis. hunktioncm cccleſraſticam {uſcipere, & ( 
-00e/i am; docere, Aierun. Lanchi.iz quartum pre- | 
COUT. | 


Teſtem Deum invoco in - 
© 2 Cor. anNIMam meam;c me nullis vel 
1.-23- 1racundix, vel invidiz ignt- 

culis exardeicere ob ans 
nunciatum Chriſtum, ceu 
anhclantes{acrorum d:{1derio 
Chnſtianos. Hoc mthi intime 
in votis eſt, Domintimque 
meſlts animirus & obnixe 
rogo, ut operarios in melfem 
 ſuam 


_ — 


Epiſtola Dedicatoria. 


ſaam +a", mittat; d emittat, 4 Srcundi 


vulgatam 


e extrudat, 


Nam mc (lis quidem multa 
operari! autem ;auct 
" unice niemorie infixum Ve- | ſicudicn 
lim, qucd Domini {it EXTIU» Syriac.ver 
| dere operarios ideoque dolo- | = 


{1 potius quam doch eſt, te- 
1plum intrudere, ceu 1jicere. ' 
Huc ut animum advertartis, cr. & fc 


Id verbum 


in eoque cogitationes altius 


defigere ut placeat, {uadet 
hac, quam audiviitis, con-3; 


& cio. 


Rerum ſummas tantim 
utpote , qui 
compendia longis anfradti- 
" bus anteponenda {emper {en- 
ſt. Prxſertim vero, quia fic 


perlequebar : 


poſtulabanc 


f ceu ejjciac. ginterpreta 


nonem. 


q © ſecudim 


+ Hiud® > & Ar, 


ah 


a.1 


{4Ci 


mel. 


' (2 


71 pÞEr 
ties 


oe ic Rilar. 


po 


Leig. 


Ciitica $a- 


Bez.a. 


{onat gnquic 


* Mat. g. 
37,38.0id. 
Polyearp. 

Lyſerum 

ad LCC, 
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poſtulabant anguſtiz tempo» '| 


ris, nec aliud, utplurimum 
anditorum genit: ut multa 
in pauca conferam, & omnia 
( quoad poſlem ) quz argn- 
mentum hoc ſpeCtant , ut 
uno quaſi faice compleQar: 
Nonnulla inſaper adicrip1 : 
at non fine defiderio vo- 
ſtrim alicuzus, multis mibi 
nominibus pariter & .vob1s 
oblervandi, & mulcimodz 
literatarz celebritate de- 
corati, Hzc ad initium 
cujuſvis linez fic {© inſig- 
nita ded1. 

Me ex aliorum fontibus 
hortulos hoſce noſtros ir- 
rigaſle , haud inficias eo : 
þ Nee 


CU 


; 
nl 
F 
Ot 
WM - 
C 
at 
2 
A 
Ci 
-.R 
q 
£: 
V 
F 
} 
- 


Epiſtola Dedicatoria; 
' þ NeC {olum ab a\1enigenis Zh Eft e- k 
. leda noſtcaribus k hoc a:gu- ns 
mentun: teri, eruditionl ves; ” 


; berg - 
ſtrz 1atis compertum eſt, »», & 


| plenum 

| Sngenni pudoris, ſateri per quos profeceris. Plini, ie- 

cund, ad Veſpaiian pretat. nat. hifior. 

| F Joh Gerhard. [LoC, Com, 1m, Sext. de Mis 

nift, Ecclef. ca. 3. ſet. 1-n.5q- Kc. :, 64. Kc 

Fred. Baldvin. Caf, conic. 1.4. ca. 4.,calu 1. Joſh; 

Stegman. Photlvianiim. Diip. 53. qu. 1. & 2+ 

Hier. Zanpchius in quart. p:zcegi. Chemnir, Loc. 

Com: de ecclelia, Bucanus Loc,Com. 42. qu. 29+ 

ad que. 45, Profeff. Leyd. cenſ contel. ca, 2. ſe&ts 

2. 3. Synvplis pur. Theolcg, Diſput. 46. c: 5; 

Apollonii Conkideratio quart. controverſ- &c. 

Ca- J . q'!, 3» 

- k& Lazar. S:aman IMloyadiacrtsn, Gilleſpy Miſcell. 
queſt, Ruthertord peac. plea. ch. 16, qu. 16. & 
cuc right of Pr{byr. ch. 5, fe&, 1, 2. Collins 
viud:cizmin. Evangel. & vindicie revindicatz, 
Halli. Pulpic guarded. Ferreby Lawf. preach Tho. 

| Bal. Lond: Minit. Jus divinum Miniſterti E- 

' vangetii. Liber 2. [arts lzvdatus, & qui de eccleſia 

Avnglicas Fl eptime meritns e 1/7 


— u—_—_—__—w__——__— Mw 


Veſtrnm 


Epiftola Dedicatoria. 


Veſtram erit, reverendi 


fratres, xqua lance trutinare, 


quid {it vert, & quid A vero 
ny qui (mufarum dicam? 


an ) {cripturarum facris ver- - 


ſatiflim1 eftis, & politiort lj- 
teratiza inſtruttiiſimi, Quic- 
quid boni occurrit, aut ver1, 
:1lad Det efle, palam profite. 
or: fin aliquid mali, vel falſi, 
( quod me prorſus 


] Omnia bona me 
”"ew ſunt pure bona, latet ) hoc plane 


20 PUremen;ommia noltr; elit. / Hic , 


malamec, © ſus vyrimam operam de- 
prre mala, ON pare g 
Le ms. di , ut quantum 


m Sic inſtruct Z?p- omnino potut, Cum 
perns, de arte ba- 


bends F audtendi {cr 1pturls loquar, " : 


conciomes Sacre 1, & nec fallar in els, 
Jo C:Zo nec ftallam ex eis 
a Penes 


01/8014 Leaibatorra.' 
u Penes vos {it judiciuny, his 
de-rebus : quibulcum , tans 
quam grat! in vos n Sic adprecatir 
animi., & permagni 4#p14#ip25, vt 
£5 caſte. qelicie mee 
altectus ( licet PEr- ſcripture tte nec 
| exighum ) teſtimp- fallar, js cio ve 
um, libellus hic {Enron 
NIQam . , tel. Lib; 11+ Co 24 
depomtur. 

Grata memoria amores , 
mores, res veſtras omnes 
proſequor. Grara mihi ſem- 
per in-mentem pccurrit egnr 
cordia veltra, grata comitas, 
grati conventus,grataconſue- 
| tudo & colloquia. Eruditam, 
1 quamapud vos: frequentifli- 
mus obleryayi pictatem, ex-- 
ardeicentes preces, effervel- 
centem zeJum , exopratam 


(a) ſub - 


prſtola Deacatoria, 


ſubmiſſionem, exantlatos la- | 
bores, & emeritas # irczo 9:6- 
riere, Jaudes nulla unquam 
apud medelcat * nec delebir ) 
oblivio. At temperabir ſer 
mo , quamvis nunquam 

o Ipſe m:tacebunt affectus. o 


citis 

quim vos obliviſcar: etſi unquam ſermo tacebit, los 
quetur affeFius. Ambroſ, de Giatiano & Valen- 
tinianO. 


Pernavigate , chariflimi 
fratres, & verbi & vi: velis 
expani1s, ſecundiori ſpiritus 


affatu fruituri, potiami-ique 
votis, amico fidere, amicis {| 
ſanCtis, ad Dei gloriam, Dia« 
bolorum gravamen, eccleſiz 
pacem, & eccleſiaſticorum 
proſpera, frementibus licer 

& 


Epiftola Detlicatoria. 
& frendentibus Satan, ejuſ< 
que {efatoribus. 

Non eſt, quod noſtram 
quivis, Jonz inſtar, p in tot Jon. 1, 
tantz(qz eccleſitarum procel- 56: 
lis, ignorationis, ignaviz, 
mtemperantiz, aut ingenit 
vairi lomno fit conlopitts. 
Othcio honeſtati ſlumus, Hec 
UNICUM «Ivy quas g 2 Tim, 4.1. 44 6; 
1{cintillas admoyeret? Epiſcopureſ nomen 

SEW Gp ii. 9494 plus oneris 
quos ſ{timulos ad)i- cb ns 
ceret ? ut Chriſti fcar. polyd.” Vir- 

natores, & 8'l. 
Foopes npaans r not labores we« 
CArnis EeXPUgnatores Yit ati NuUNC exnibes, 
no{met comprohe- tot et; AMremunerge 

6. (19015 Pig nora, intra 
mus. Oprime cedet |"... 
laboranti. r Nec ob- clauſum tenes Oren 
eſt quo mintis in $2" Voral. 


a 2 Jautiora 


Epiſftola Dedicatoria. 
lautiora provehantur donay 
ipſiihmo uſu, & docendo 
promoveamur doCGtiina, s 


8 Quo in plares diffunditur, eo redundantior manat, 
C& in ſuum fontem re cur-it. In ſe enim v-Auit wbert as 
prudentia, & quo pluribus fluxerit, & exerciting fit 
omne,quod remanet. Ambrof, Offic, 


Quod ad me ſpeQat, cum 
prxteQo Pharaoni a pocutis, 
peccata mea recordaturus 
ſum hodie ; # ingenueque 

} Gen. 41. 9. cum Ambroſiorecog- 
v Offic.ce 1, Lice- noſco : v quod Pris 


at. & cum eodem \ Ws 
define "ations docere inciperem 


—& quaniambiber quam diſcere : Diſ> | 
94/4, pofecerit > cendum igitur mihi | 
nems et, qui decer: 


2on egeat, dum i- fimul & docendum 
vat, Ibid, eſt, Nec profiteri 


piget 


Epiftola Deaicatoria. 
piget, Augultini verbis * pa» 
rummutatis,eX eorumnmumero * Fgo ex 
mectic,qui docetproficiendo, 97% 

. » MHuUmers 
& docendo p:oficiunt. x & 1n,,,, ,q; 
hoc gaudeo (uti Seneca ) ali- profes 
: 4* /* pe mu [Crt 
quid diſccre,ut doCe* z,,, j,ofmrende, & 
ain - nec me _ulla res /ſcribende proficiuns 


TIE \- Epiſt. 7. 
deleJabir, licet EX "deed ifs fcs 
1mia fit & falutaris, ur homines dum do- 
quam mihi uni ſci- ©» di[cant. Se- 

neca Epiſt. 7. 
turus {um. Y y 1 dem, Epilt, 6b. 
Veneror equidem inventa 
ſapientiz : z & facile corum = Senece 
F % 04 Epi A'S | 
ſententiz accedo, qui judica- * 
runt, nemin* unqua habuifle 
doctrinam inmicum, ni ig- 
norantem. Iceoque de indu* 
ſtria, hac in re, aliquantiſper 
verlatatuithxcconcio,nequis 
a 3 auditorum 


_— 
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auditorum 4 veritatis trami- 
te, hac ex parte, defleCtat. 
Hlud vero planememinilſe, & 
penitimentereconditum vel - 
lem ; aliud efle erudiri de ve- 
ritatibus Jeſu Chriſti, aliud 


8 Ehpeſ,q.20, 21. edoceri de co, ficut 


Nunquid Domine Veritas eſt in Jeſu a. 
Deus weritatzs , 


guiſquts novit iſta, 


oy <xim byy, b tamen peritu:us c, 
qui ſcit omnia i!la, ; aſs . 
| ets oF pon Nec ficymmorandum 


Beatus autem qui elle {cienrits judico, 


ſeit, etiamſi ills ,.. 
neſciat «Dnivero © us polthabitz {int 


te & illa n povit nornpropter ill. wbea'tor ſed progeer te ſur 
tim beatus eſt. c,Aug. Cot.Lg.coyg b 1 Gorg.27« 


c Quid proact pernum eſſe, & periturum? 


PE Confeſ. L. 11. C. 2. 
Re , {criprurz 4 , nec ipſiflimis 


pode * {cripturis, poſt- habito ſpiri- 
it Kan cu 


Poteſt qu's peritus | 
Y rpſe placet 1ibi? In- elle, 1 mo predicator, 


| 
| 


Epiſtola Dedicatoria. 


tue. Animalis enim homo 

non percipit, quz ſunt ſpiri- Poe 
2 hn . * p e - 

tus De1,in icripturis niſ1, po- Orinis of 


renti ejuidem ſpiritus adju- marceſ- 


* . . . . cerenm At- 
ento f, cuus inipiratione,,,,.., 
exaratz {untr (cripturz g. Caduca 
ſequs fig- 


menta. & celeftia ſaſtidire myſteria? Whdor, de lie 
bris Gentil. e —O Domine perfice me, & revela 
mibi eas. Aug. Conteſt L. 11, ca. 2 —— Agneſ- 
cam gratiam, que facit prodeſſe dottrinam, que 
grat'a fi deſituidemms et iam obeſſe doftrinam, 1dem 
Epiſt. 107. f x Cor, 2. 14: Plal. 119. 18. £ 
2 lim. 3 16. 


Sed manum de tabulai. Ut 
veritatt & vobis proſperc {uc- 


cedant omn1a, obnixe peto. 
Adunitis veſtris conſiliis , 


' conatibus,& cxptis omnibus, 


fauſta lzt4que omnia precor. 
Ure vivat Chriſtus , valeat 
a 4. caula 


\Y o 
r, 
\ - 


Epiſtol Dedicatoris. 
canla cus, vigeat concordia, 
nec diutius yacilient Chriſti- 
ani: ut revaleſcat, quz eſt 
ſecundum pacem, ditciplina, 
& radices altiores agat, quz 
eſt ecundum'” pictatem, do- 


cerina ; iterum atque iterum, 
ihſtat oratio 


Devinctiſſuwn vobis 
fratris ouweys AC 118 


Domino couſ, ervt: 


JoH, NoR MAN, 


; 


To the plain, eſpecially the 


pious READERS, 


F Ext to the glory of God 
; & my Saviour, the good of 
* your / ouls, was it that 


ſubdued me; { {who bad elf been 


till deaf to all intreaties of 


friends and fellow-labourers ) 


to let you ſeethis fromthe Preſs, 
which others(&» probably, ſom 

of you ) beard fromthe Pulpit. 

The ſame God, who perfe&s 


ſtrength in weakneſs, 4 ſofar 


proſper-d it when it was deli - 
vered to the ear, make it now 
likewiſe þ. werfull pon the 
beart,woben it is delivered to the 


eyealf eitber ſin ſhal be reſtrain- 
ea 


The Fpiſtle 
ed by it, or the ſaints refreſhed, 
or the ſauciceſs of ſeducers ren 
buked, or the ſervice of our 
Sawrour regularly advanced, 
the ſpeaker bath his end, the 
ſermon its errand. Some things 
are now ſet before you, m-re 
than were then ſpoken : Some 
things which 1 did not then de- 
frgn,eſpecially for furtber cleer- 
ing up of objeftions ; others, 
which I could not then del:wer, 
for the fuller carrying on of the 
application. Both are common- 
ly this marked ( ©) at the be- 
ginning of each line.T he re ſiyou 
havewelnigh in the ſame words 
which you then heard , as near 
as my notes and memory could 


ſuggeſt 


to the Reader. 
| ſuggeſt it , onely ſome things 
i now and then may be berein de- 
livered leſs contraGily:eſpecial- 
ly in the uſes. Before you pernſe, 
{| pray. Man may open the Scrip=- 
| tures to zourund:rſtandings,but 
| God alone can open your under- 
ſtandings tothe Scriptures a. As 4s. ' 
you pzruſe, pauſe a while, and — 
conſider ; conferring the ſewe- 
rall texts and truths, and com- 
paring ſpirituall things with 
| ſpiritual, If you wil notmeditate 

upon, @&&+ ſearch God's Word, 
I ſhall never marwail, if you 
| miſtake or ſlight mens writings. 

Having perufed, put things to 

| aniſſue; as inthe preſence of 
ſ| God, judging your ſelves that 


you 


The Epiſtile 


clude upon the whole, that ſuch 
as undertake to be teachers ordi- 
narily in the Church without 
ordination,are but toyling them 
ſelws in their own corruption ? 
Ob ! let conſcience be put off by 
you, whale it is ready to put to 
you ſnch queſtions as theſe, Is it 


a ſin for this man to preach,and 


can it bce ſafe for thee to hear 
bim? Canithy attendance be wel, 
&X bs a6 ſo ill? Shal bis gnilt 
increaſe by it, and wil thine de- 
creaſe? Doth hewiolate an Ordi- 
mance of God,and invade an of= 


#þ 
you be not judged, Do you. cons 4 


"Uh 


frce ſo ſacred in 1h: Goſpel? Aud | 


durſt thou beſade ihy conni- 
vence atthis attempt,bring it all 
the 


to the:Readger, 
the coundenanee,whereto thy ci 


pany will amount © Cuuld-the 
bride o' bis heart make bim 2 
breacker, unteſs ty. preſence 
with others,(provably the-mrare 
or thee )a:d maintain bimbegar« 
ers? O my ſoul !. Shall T that 
bope for beawven, harden him in 
that ſin,for which he muſt with« 
out repentance, bow! in hellifor 
| ever? Is this to reproveear doth 
is not apprave this work of 
darkneſs, to give it the reſpec 
of wy obſervance in the open 
light # Shall [I not know:ngly 
hereby communicaie in bis fin 4 
and bow can I bave comfort 
thence for my own ſoal ? Hath 
God prohibited him to Prey 
an 


ce Epiſtle" | 
and how can I bave a preceptto lic 
hear © or hope to profit by \4 
bearing him? Where bave IT a.| be 
promiſe that I ſhall,or how can 
[ pray in faith, that I may reap 
any ſoul-advantage by bin ? e 
ſpecially, while 1 run my ſelf ſo 
#pon ſuch a tentation, inſtead | 
of reclaiming bim from bis 1108 bf 
| greſſeon 2 Nay, bear the Word 
of the Lord : I ſentthem not nor | i 
commanded them : therefore they L 
ſhal not profutthis peopleat all, 
ſaith the Lord, Jer. 23. 32. Is 
Hearken not to the be. of |t 
ſuch Prophets; for I bave not F 
Long them, ſaith the Lord, Jer, : 
7.1 4.15.0» 23.16.with 21. F 
- Aer bad'ſithou ſeenthe pub» | 1 


lick 


o the Reader. 

| lick tears, that were bled forth at the 

eyes 3, or heard the p'ſjtonate throws, 

that were breathed forth from the 

herts by eme of th:ſe | 10ants of Chriſt 

that weren, wjolemntyſet apari | That 

ever he ſhould preach jo many ſermons 

without a ſolemn ſending forth ! and 

| #o which he could fee no promiſe o 
ſucceſſe | Ec. It could not but have 

mace ſome impreſſuon upon thy heart, 

as it did upon mine and man 'y 0= 

thers. IT ſhall detain thee no lon- 

ger, but to- deliver my own ſoul, in 

the words of Zealons, and Studios ou 

Baxter *. Chritian Reager. as ever _— 

theu would ft be ſanQified, confirm: firy,p. 14» 

ed, and ſaved, hold faſt ro Chritt, 

Scripture, Miniſtry,a2d Spirit 5 and 

| that in the Church & Communion 

of Saints 5 and abbor the thoug hts of 

ſeparating each from other. And to ' Epiltle 

declare my ſenſe of the ſame trath, in tn 

1 the ſame terms,with holy and bumble __ | 


2 « N w— | Bay 
1 Dy, Sibbs *, now in heaven, T jpeaR',” Epbes 


he EPinne,'s C.. 
»ot as if way wereto be given to Vor-= 
ftian, lawleſs, licentious, liberty of 
propheſying 3 that every one,as ſoom as 
he is big of ſome new conceit, ſhould 
bring forth his abortive monſter: For 
thas the pillars of Chriſtian faith 
worle ſoon be ſhaken,@&* the Church of 
God,which us an houſe of order,would 
become a Babel,an houſe of confuſion, 
The doleful iſſues of which pretended 
liberty we ſee in Polonia T ranſylva. 
nia, and 727 Countries neerer hand, 


Reader,the doleſul iſſues which we ſee 


in England,le: x ſigh over,&-ſpread 
before the Lord, in whom Ireſt. 


Thy ſoul-friend, 


? 


JoznN NoRMAN. | 
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CHRIST'S 


Commiſſionu-OMer : 
OR, AN 
Ordination-Sermon. 


2 Timothie 2. 2. 


And the things that thou haſt heard of me, 
among many witneſſes, the ſame commit 
thou to faithfſull men, who ſhall be able 
to teach others alſo, 


Md Heſe two Epiltles ot Times 
TIO thy,and the ncxt to Timm 
So 4 What are theygbut Pat's 
X@ DireQory tor the regu- 
= lar continuance, and re- 
verend carriage of the 
Goſpel- -Miniſtry 2 Two things he 3n{t- 


ſe h upon principally : The inveſti;uce 
B of 
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ChriſPs Commiſſion-Officer : 


of ſome with the Office of Miniſters, the | 


imployment of ſuch in this Othce, How 
and on whom Timothy and Titus ſhall 
confer it, and how them(ſg]ves and thoſe 
{hould” carry themſelves in ir; what 
was thcir part for delegating mea to the 
Miniſtry, and what mult be their own 
and others pars and demeanour in-the 
Miniſtry. T heſe things are very accu- 
rately and abundantly interiperted. 
Lo, it is not enough ( without turther 
preface ) that Timothy m theſe, and Tit us 
in the next Epiſtle look how they do 
comport themſelvs, but they maſt com- 
mit this ſacred truſt to others z the ne- 
celliry of the Miniftry is ſo eminent: and 


this with the beſt-tighted caution, and. 


moſt ſtudious circumſpeRion,the nature 
of the Miniſtry is likewiſe ſo excellent, 
This, this beloved & much reverenccd y 
whichisthe end of your preſent conven» 
tion, is Pau!'s charge, and muſt be Timo- 
thic's care in this verie. The things that 
thou haſt heard of me amnms many witneſſes, 

the lame commit thou, OCs 
Four things wult be here briefly enqui+ 
cd into- 1. The matters or things which 
aicto bee committed, 2, Tne manner 
OW: 


— «6. .a4<7 


An Ordination- Sermon, 


how ? 3. The man by whom, 4. The 


men to whom theſe things are to bee 
commicced, 

Ficit, what are the things which T:mothy 
muſt commit ? Pax/rells him, The things 
that thou haſt heard of me, the ſame com- 
mit thou, But whether thoſe which hee 
had heard trom Pau! publicly and 0- 
penly in his preaching,or more particyu- 
larly chotcathis own ordination, when 
hee was put into the Miniſtry by 


Paul, (a) together with the Presby cery,*) 2 Tim, 
(5) bethe chief or only things in our þ) r Tim 
Apoltles eye, it is not exprefſed:; The ,*,, 


enſuing words beſpzak the laſt ( ar leaft 
partly.if not ) principally inter dd. Ti- 
mothy it is plaingts not only charged mm theſe 
Epiſtles with teaching others, but with or 
daining teachers: And no doubt , but 
| with committing unto others the Office to 
| teach, he ts to commit ſuch Goſpel-truths by 
teaching, as ſhallbe of beſt, and moſt 1nſcr- 
viency, to their holy and happy condatt, 
throaghout the difficaities, and diſcharge of 
their office of Teachers. A point of eaſie 
obſervation, and eminent uſe, which . could 
zot probably be emitted at the Apotes Or- 
dination of Timothy, that hath obrained 
B 2 wells 
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4 Chriſt's Commiſſin- Officer : : 
well nigh an unverſall concurrenceat eves 
ry Ordination ſince. 

Secondly,but how muſt T:zothy com- 
mit theſe things ? Txz4fs, It would be 
little other than a walt of precious time, 
and of your patience, to produce the ſe- 
verall Scriptures in which, or purpoſes 

, _to which, this word is uſed. Thee are 
c)1Tim.1, 2 ES 

1s. cum 2 Þut two ienſes (I humbly conceive) that 

Tim.1, 14. can with any probability bee tendered 

Lu.t2- 48. here : viz, Either that Timothy commir 

© - . . 4 

& #Tx:4* theſe things to others in way of doftrine 

0/0709. only, by teaching and opening theſe 

Theophyla- things to them : or in way of delegation 

} —rrad allo; and ipeciall truſt, as the words 

conflituit in Often uled ; ( c\ truſting theſe things 

verbis wich them as Othcers, who are to teach 

Soxx:17 others, and muſt theretore be a depoli:o- 

mg41:0;- ry and treafure-houſe of divine tru:hs 

vat. Illad tor others. T his latter ſenſe, which em:- 
acciptt de nently taketh in the committing of the Of- 

- ogg why fice to teach, is that which to me ſecme, 

vers de gi. 20k eſpecially in our Apoſtles d:f1gn 

i1erio. vi and purpoſe, for theſe two rcafons. Bee 
deplura a- cauic, 1, This moſt openly correſponds, 
me Bm not only to the ſubje& in hand, but to 

Leigh Of: the ſcope of the whole : both Epiſiles 

ſac.ad Ler- bing to dire Timothy,eſpecially aboue 
hiem, publick 


An Ordination-Sermon, 


publick Ordinances and Officers : how 
he ſhall Ordain Officers, and how theſe 
and himſclt (hall order the affairs of 
their Ofice. 2+. This hath the moſt ob- 
vious, if not the only countenance from 
the Characters given us, of the men to 
whom Timothy is to commit theſe things 
which are immediately ſutjoined, For 
if T1nothy were co commit theſe things 
to them only,in way of do&rinal teach- 
ing ; whac ned or uſe was there, of fo 
ſevere a 1eftriftion, or of ſuch ſpecial 
qualifications, as we read added ? faith- 
full mer, able to teach others alſo + which 
Gilleſpy in bis Mrſcellany Qneſtions, Col- 
lins in his Yizdicie. and the London Ms 
»iſters in their Jus Divinum. Minifterit 
Evangel:ci, do very well obſerve. No 
doubt, but as co the dotrinal!l reaching 
of theſe things, 1:imothy was no leſs a 
debtor, than was Pax! to the Barbarian, 
as well ag Greek; to the unlearned, as 
well as learned ; bothro the wiic, and 
to the unwile, Roms. £. 14, So that Time 
thy is to comit theſe things, more than in 
way of dotrine only: He is to com- 
mir chem in way of delegation alſo,un- 
to ſuch fairhfa!l men, as (hall be able to 
B 3 reach 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 
teach others : which cannot rationally 
be underftood, of-othe r than pablick, and 
authoritative teaching; it either 1, the 


- quality of the men, or 2. the contents | 


and aim of theſe Epiſtles, which concern 
publick rranſaions inthe Church, 
eſpccially publick teachers; or it 3. the 
command it felt be duly weigned: for 
(ſuch as are to reach but privacely, and 
from grounds of charity only, need no 
ſuch commitwent of theſe things to 
thems nor needs it that there be ſuch 
 choyce of men : this being every man 
and womans duty, Heb 5. 12. Nor. can 
any thing be juſtly impleaded, from the Apo= 
files uſe of the future tenſe, | who ſhall be 
able to teach others alto | for though that 
they ſha! be able to teachothers be neceſſarily 
antecedent tothe commitment of the Office, 
ſenſu phylico, #. e. that they (hal have abi- 
lities to teach : yet it followeththe commit - 
2nent of the Office, ſenſu morali, i. e. that 
they (hall uſe e ſ ach abilities ordinarily, or be 
able to teach others, acceptably, and lawſul- 
ly : remembring ſtill that old, honeſt, and 
received principle, Iliad tanthm poſſumus 
quod jure polſumus. Me are able to do no 
mere, than we are able m Law, or may do 


tawfully, 


An Ordination-Sermos. 


lawfully. And thus our text aptly corre- 
Jponds to that of the ſume Apoſtle,Rom, 19. 
verl. 15. How (hall they preach excepr 
they be ſent ? z, 6 how ihall they preach 
wairantebly ? Abilities they muſt have 
before ſending, bat ſending veſts them with 
anthority. So that the words ſpeak as 
much in eftet as this; Doth Timothy 
know ſuch as are faithfull and fit, or a- 
ble to teach others; he mnſt commit 
theſe things to them, as Truſtees for others, 
Doth he tind any ſo qualified for the Ota 
fice to teach, hee muſt Jeave them Com- 
miflioned to this Office; Are they quali- 
fied with fidelicy and ability, Timothy 
muſt commir to them a furniture of au- 
thoriy. 

Thirdly, but how muft Timothy com- 
mit theſe things, this Ohce to chem ? 
What ! hc only ? he, end none but hee ? 
No, we never find the Miniltry commit- 
ted to any, by a lingle perſon ; bur {till 
ic is done by ſeverall in ſociety. We at- 
ways read of more than one concurring to it, 
and never remember leſs than two: And 
thoſe are no lefs than were P27 &barnce 
bas, ift.14.23.The Twelve areallociates 
Inic, Afs 6, 2,4,6. and jc is (he joint act 

2 OL 
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Chriſt"s Commiſſion-Officer : 
of how many teachers and Prophets ? 
ARk. 13. 1, 2,3+ The ſeatand tubje& of 
this power, is not a Presbyter ; but the 
Presbytery, x Tim, 4.14 Can we ratio- 
nally think, that Paz! doth require Ti- 
mothy to commit the Miniſtry to others, 
ſoas recedes-from, and hath no conli- 
ſtency with the praice of Pax! in the 
ſame caſe, upon Timothy himſelf? Well, 
and who of us doth not remember, that 
Timothy received his Commiſiion,no ton- 
ly by the laying on ot Pa#/'s hands, but 
ofthe Presbytery likewiſe? 2 Tim. 1, 6, 
and 1 7:4, 4. 14. True 'tis, that Titzs ig 
to Ordain Elders, Kara win, City by 
City, where the Churches were planted, 
and their condition called for it; bur 
with this prov:ſo, as Paul had appointed 
him, 7it. 1. 5. And who can think, that 
Paul's appointments, and Paul's ations 
ſhould fo li tleaccord,or ſo much inter- 
fere? that Pan! (ſhould order either Tt 
there, or 7:thy here, to do that ſingly 
by himſelf,which Pazlan Apoſtle never 
did ( it I may notiay, never durſt ) but 
in ſoctety ? [tis granted, chat this com- 
mand did concern Timethy eminently, | 
aud lignal:y above others ; but not ex- 
cluſively, 


An Ordination«Sermny. 


cluſively, fo as to ſhut out all others. It 
muſt be done by others likewiſe, though 
ic bedireCted to, and is to b direR&ed by 
him eſpecially, as one that had an emi- 
nent and ſpeciall ruſt, about the orde- 
ring of this and all other Church affairs 
being by office an Evangeliſt,2 Tims. 4.5. 

Fourthly, Yet once more; to whom 
muſt Timothy commir this truſt, theſe 
things in way of office? What? to all 
the Congregation: > No : T here muſt be 
ſome to be taught, as well as others ſent 
forth to teach, What then? to any of 
whatever qualification 2 Nor this. The 
muſt be at leaſt min of a good life, faith- 

full men ; yea, and men of good learning 
too, that ſhail be able to teach others alſo. 

The text thus opened the truth is ob= 
vious, which I ſhall at this time take up, 
or obſerve trom ir, 

Ob[erv. Thoſe that are authorita- 
tively trom Chriſt, in his Church, to 
reach others, muſt have that Office ccm- 
mitted to them, as well as bee qualified 
for that Office. 

How orient ( 72e. thinks ) is this obſer- 
vation in-all its truths trom the text 
Lo, 1.Soine there mutt bein che Church, 

who 
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who are authoritatively from Chriſt to 
teach others. But then 2, That there may 
be ſuch in the Church who are from 
Chriſt to teach authoriratively ,* they 
muſt have the Office commitred ro them 
by ſome Timothy. Yet 3. Timothy may 
not give Commiſſion to this Office, un- 
lefle he find qualifications for this Office. 
Timothy may not dare to confer authori-» 
ty on any, without due cognizance firſt 
had, both of their fidelity and ability. 
Well, 4. Hath God qualified any with 
fidelicy and ability 3 yet though they 
areablero teach others, they may not 
acceptably teach others in the ſenſe 
mentioned, ( unlefſe for proof of thoſe 
abilicies ) untill Timothy hath from God 
committed to them authority likewiſe. 

But to lead you further abroad. Give 
me leave to open and offer to you, theſe 
ave chings,ard thereto lend mel beſeech 
you, your moſt ftrift and fſcrious atten- 
tion, 1, There muſt bee ſome in the 
Church who are by Office from Chritt 
authoritatively to teach others. 2, I hey 
muſt be qualified for this Office. 3. They 
mult have chis Office comitted co them. 
4. How it muſt be comitted, And 5. Why 

x it 
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it muſt be committed to them. 


Firſt, there are to be ſome inthe 
Church, who are by Offceauthoritative- 
ly from Chriſt to teach others. I ſay by 
Office ; but this not civil, bur ſpicicual. 
Officers wee are, not inthe Common- 
wealth, but in the Church, to which 
Chrift bach promiſed, I will alſo make 
thy Officers peace, I[a.60. 17. Thus bre- 
thren and beloved; we may with Pan! 


magnifie our Office, * An Office the Mi- ; ROM.IT, 
niſtry is, 1 Tim. 3, 1. Yea, ſuch is the 


Deaconſhip, ver. 10.13. and therefore 


| this much more,which as to your want, 


and its woith doth ſo much tranſcend 
that, as the Apoſtles intimate AZ. 6. 2. 
Whac lefle than this ? [” that it is an Of= 
fice | doth ?azlafſert ot his own Mini- 
Itry ? Row. 11.13- of aſſure the Saints 
of ours ? when he tells them, Rom. 12. 4+ 
That as we have many members in one 
body vaturall, and all members have not 
the ſame Office; 10*tis in the body myſt i- 
cal too, ver. 5. 6. wherein Deacons, Pa- 
tors, Teachers, and Rulers be in diſtin& 
Oftice, as the 7, and 8, verſes imports 
So that Preachers are by Otfice diftin& 
from anddignifed above the Po__ 
a 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer 
all Teachers ſaith the Apoſtle, x Cor. 12, 
29- It is no more poſſible that all be Mi- 
niſters or Teachers in the body ſpiritual, 
than that all beMagiſtrates in the body 
civill ; or that all be Officers in the body 
military; or that allthe members be eye 
or tengue, in the body naturall : If al 
may be Teachers, where are the others to 
be taught ? of whom this Text tells us. 
Need I mention the praRice under the 
Law, the Praphecies then touching the 
Goſpel, or the precedents lefr us in the 
times of the Goſpel? Hethat runs may | 
read, a conſtant diſcretion between the | 
Prieſts and people then,between Paſtor and 
people now, between the members of the 
Church, and the Minifters of the Church in 
both. To the Law ard to the Teſtimony. And 
' here how eminent a difference hath the 
Holy Ghoſt made! Miniſters of the 
Church are to be overſeers, members of | 
the Charch to be overſee», Atts 20.28, | 
Theſe are ſet #»der, thoſe (aid to be over 
themin the Lord, 1 Theſ. 5-12, Theſe 
are toſubmit, thoſe to pref1de and rule, 
Heb. 13. 7, 17. Bricfly, theſe to bee 
raught , the other to teach, Galat, 6. 


ver, 6. 
Yea 
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Yea,teach we muſt not only with.a/7 - 
daity,but with azthority. With authority 
I ſay,not magiſterial indeed,as if wewere 
Lords over the Church, 1 Pet.5.3. That 
Is interdicted . Aar, IO. 42+ but Minis 
ſteriall , as over the Chwch in the Lord x 
1 Theſ. 5. 12. this is incouraged. Heb. 
13. 17, Far ! far beit, that we ſhould 
preach up ſuch an authority,as if we had 
dominion ever your faith! 2 Cor; Je 24,« 
No, all the auchority which we plead 
tor, is the diſpenſation ( not domination ) 
committed to us, far the good of the farth- 
fall. x Cor. 9,17. The authority which 
the Lord hath given us, is for your edifi- 
cation, and not for your d-/frutton,2 Cor, 
10. 8, And with this reſtri&tion, and un- 
der this reſpeCt, let me tell you ; that we 
are to teach,and exhort,and rebuke, not 
only with anthority, but with all authority, 
Tir- 2. 15+ and there is not that holy 
Minitter, but may ſpeak with holy 4:- 
cah, according to his meaſure : Truly 7 
am fuil of power by the ſprrit of the Lord , 
> of indgment,and of might to declare une 
to fac-b his tranſgreſſion, & unto Iſrael his 
ſin. Mic. 3,8. True it ts, that all Church- 
members ought to be teachers of wy" 
Heb, 


13 
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Heb, 5. 12, But this private and chari.. 
tative: Chriſt hath therefore over and 
above,appointed in his Church ſuch tea- 
ing likewiſe, as may be publick ard anthoe 
ritative. |. e. that there be ſuch teachers , 
who are by power and authority derrved from 
him ts them, publickly to open and apply the 
Scriptures, for the converſion and edificati- 
on of ſouls ; as in his ſtead, and not only in 
private, © Waere yet, fach in teaching 
<« are properly enough faid to preach , 
« though it be in a private honſe, At, 5. 
& 42. Or but to one particular perſon ; 
Act. 8.35. it being not {imply ag att of 
«© charity in them, but an a& of authori- 
* ty, which ic cannot be ſaid to be in o- 
© thers. Charitative teaching which 
ſhould be every 92.225 work, too ſoon be- 
cometh zo mans work. And therefore 
Chriſt hath ordained, that there be pe- 
culiar officers for anthoritative teaching, 
who are togive themſclvs who!ly to it, 
1 7:29, 4. 15. and mult not only be able 
to teach, as the Text ſpeaks; but muſt 
be apt to teach, 2 Ti. 2-24. and abide 
In teaching. 1 7/2. 4.16, And unto 
theſe teachers, all people are bound to 
attend, as thoſe that teach rot only by 4- 
bility, 


A we 
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bility, but by amthority derived from Jeſus 
Chriſt. Luke 12. 16,1ndeed, how ſhall they 
hear without a preacher ſent?R6,10. 14,15 
Think you,thar ſuch teachers are now 
ceaſed ; and that this ofhce was of ro 
longer continuance, than the firſt age or 
' century of the Church ? Oh ! Where are 
yaur. conliderations of the everlaſting 
Kingdome of Chriſt ? ( 4 ) of the Chur- a)IC.g.6.7. 
ches perpetual exiſtencies?(5) and of her q' te "BY 
continued prefling exig«ncies? ( c) or OW = 
of our dearcſt Chriſts ends by,and enga- yeh, x 2, 
gements. tothe Miniſtry? ( 4) Dida 29, 28. 
Kingdom «ver ſtand without Officers ?<)Rom.1o. 
Did the Church ever ſubfilt without a1, 
Minifiry and Ordinances?Or hath Chrift +4 _ a 
ſaid that ſheever ſhould,on this ſide glo- d)Mar. 28, 
ry? Nay hath he not rather told us,that 19, 20. 
! the word of the Lord endurcth for ever > L4-24+ 463 
! and that this is the word, which by the #7: 
! Goſpellis preached to you? x Per. 1.24. 
Y 25. Beloved, did not Chriſt affure his 
| Chriſtian Churches by prophecy un- 
der the Old Teltament , of giving them 
teachers by ofiice, without limiting it to 
! this, or that Century or age? Fer.3. 15 
$ Nay rather, lerting us underſtand, that 
| bg will have ſuch continued, even after 


the 


16 Chiift's Commiſſion Officer : 
the Jews are called, if you compare that 
ver{ with the 14,15,17. ver,Or Jer. 23. 
3. 4e&c.or 1/a,66.20,2 1, Belides, When 
Chritt had aQtually jent forth firit the 
Twelve, at. 10. 1. and after that the 
Seventy, Luk. 10.1. and again enlarged 
their Commillion, ar.28,19, doth not 
he aſcertain his preſence with them, e're, 
he parted from the earth, . alway, to 'rhe 
end of the world,ver. 20. which could not; 
intend chem(elves onely, but muſt  in- 
G clude their ſucceſſors, * who? e- 
Buamvisquoad m0 X 2 . 
dum &+ gradum ex- VET Are, according to his ordi- 
rra0rdiaarii Miniſtri nance, bid go teach» and bap- 
mulos babent ſucceſ- . tize ; For the Diſcipler, where 
ſores,quoad tpſam t4- are they andthe Apoftles > do 
men eſſentiam adn "KAq {058 donde hb 
niſtrationis,codem of - EY HVETOD EVer ©. Again, bY 
fcio ſunzuntur Mini» ing aſcended up' on high, did 
ft4 0rdinaris verſus not our Lord Chriſt give gifts 
Eccl'ſpam, quo exi/4- ynto men? and thus, not only 


or dinaits olum funzee | | 
bantur Ameſ.Mcdu. ſome Apoſtles, and tome Pro- 


Theol. lib, x, ca. 35. Ph2<tf, and ſome Evangeliſts ; 
n. 4: but ſum Paſtors and Teachers, 
for the perfe&ing of the Saints, | 
for the work of the Miniſtry, for the edi- | 
tying of the Body of Chriſt: ends of con- 
tinucd and conſtant obſervation, need, | 
and utc.But till when, ſhall theſe Paſtors | 
and 
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Eph, 4 $, 11, 12, 13. Shall 1 add to all/* 5" 


for harveſt, | 2 Cor. 9. 11. Luk, 10. 2.} 
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and teachers endure? and how long (hal 
the Church enjoy them 2 Till wee are* #s TW 
all come in, or into * the unity of the Te 
faith, and of the knowledg of the Son ofrn s #f-' 
God, unto a perfe&t man, unto the mea- 5tvs quod 
ſureot theſtature of thefulneſs of Chriſt, /c# cxp0- 
this ? how Chriſt hach particularly di- quaſi Scripe 
rected, tor the inveſticure of fit and faith- tw (it, 
full men with chis Office, in his ſeveralle!s is I 
Churches, in theſe two Epiſtles to Timo-Tis nies 
thy, and in the next to Tit#s ; and how Bu An | 
hee will have theſe Commandements ,n9md 
inviolably and impartially kept until his* 
appearing, 1 Tim. 5, 21, 22. chap 6, 14. 
Readers, if you cau b-lieve, that there is no 
more need of labourers for husbandry , 
[ 1 Cor. 3+ 9. |or of ſeedſmen, or reapers 


or of builders for hanſes,| 1 Cor-3.9,10. ] 
« orof (ome to plant and water for gar- 
« densand orchards; | 1 Cor. 3, 6, | 
« then, and not till cheny, may you be- 
< lieve that the Church ſhall have no 
© more need of Miniſters by office : for 
<*thus the Scriptures mentioned, expreſs 
© our neceſſities of them co us. Sure 1 am, 
© if Thucch-members may be (till cal:ed 

C *the 


Chrift*s Commiſſion Officer : 
© the S5ns and Daughters of God, 2 Coy, 
& 6, 16, Snch Miniiters may be likewiſe 
« called the Spiricuall Fathers, that be- 
& pet chem, x Cor. 44 15, the ſpirituall 
© nurſes' that feed and nouriih them, 
& x Theſ, 2+ 7. 1 Cor. 3. 2, andarethe 
© ſtewards, that when grown up, are to 
&« pive them their portion of meat in due 
&© {eolan, Lyk, 12, 42+ In a word, if men 
<« had need ſtill ro be believers,they have 
& ſtill need of Miniſters, by whom ye be- 
© lieved, 1 Cor-3.6.and if ye are ſtil] Pil- 
«© rims and ſtrangers, 1 Pet 2, 31. how 
«ye can want ſuch Otiicers as are called 
© prides, Heb. 13. 7- and the light of the 
« Word, Mat 5- 14. I muſt protels, I ſee 
Knot; farewell the Offtice-Miniſters of 
& Chriſt in Exg/axd, and farewell the 
* chariots and horſmen of England, 2 
Soft. ») & Kings 2. 12. 
a)Tir 43 Sec -ndly, thoſe that are by Office au- 
wich j ***thoritatively from Chriſt to teach 0- 
” Phil, x. x,thers, muſt be qualified for this Officeg 
AR.20.r7.before they have it committed to them, 
with 28, This is a true ſaying indecd,ifa man de- 
£715437%5 fireche Office of a Biſhop ; C which term 
- = in Scripture phraſe,beſpeaketh no more 
elſe roger. .hen a Presbyter or Miniſter(a)many of 
cd B:ſhopby our tranſlators, Our 
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our Engliſh Biſhops #. e. Prelates them- | 
ſelves beingjudges (5) he de- |, )A.B.whirgift againſt , 
fireth a good work, 1 Tim. 3, Carwrighr,p.383- An- 
ver, 1. But muſt not this bee felm in 1 Tim- 3. 8+ 
acknowledged a true ſaying Bridges of, the Princes 
likewiſe, that who and what SePremacy P. 255: 


' _—_ inſt Semi- 
the. man is that defirech it mare ſee 


[ how able 2 how apt &c ?] B. Jewel againſt Hat- 
thould be firſt con{idered, be- ding Def of the Apo- 
fore he be Commiſſioned, or og par. no 
ſet apart unto it ? Elſe what ru: ar Þ-y a 
meanthoſe numerous chara- pg1, par. x. ch. 33: 
ers, which Timothy hath 

| given him in charge, that are continued 
to the eight verſe, and whereof Tz is 
re-mindedlikewiſe, by the ſame Apoſtle, 

 whenhe appoints him Oo ordain Elders 

7 in every City, at leaſt of Creer, Tit. 1, 5+ 

7 ad13. Or wiat means elſe that notable 

2 andnoleſs dreadtull charge ? 1 Trm 5. 

3 ver, 21-22, | charge thee before God, 

and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Ele& 

Þ Angels, that thou obſerve theſe things, 

{ wichour preferring one before another, 

7 doing nothing by partiality, Lay hands 

2 ſaddenly on no man,neitker be partaker 

\ 2 of other mens. fins, keep thy ſelf pure. 

| Ah my brethren! Chwurch-work is chary 


+: C 2 work. 


AR. 20.2 


I Per. I. 
18. 19. 
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work, Lay we on hands ſuddenly,and we lay 
them on ſinfully. And to be ſure, we ſhall 
partake of other mens fins, if we ſhall ſo 
lictle prize their, our own, & other mens 
{oulz, which any thing below the blood 
of him that was God,is too ſmal to pur- 
chaſe? Come firs, who #5 the faithful and 
wiſe ſteward ? him (hall the Lord make 
ruler over his houfhold,Lzk. 12.42. And 
ſhall we, whoare the Lords by Office, 
and mult account to the Lord for our 
Othce ; ſhall we make them rulers, who 
will manifeſtly ruine more than rule the 
houſhold of Faich? Can wee keep our 
{elves pre, and yet be careleſs of confer- 
ring ſuch a power, ſuch an honour, as the 
Amiſtry is?it hath a power to bind to,F hoſ 
from hell ; A power to open and ſhut heaven, 
ate 16 19.and anhonour abftratily fo 
called, Heb. 5. 4. that doth not onely 
ſpeak us to be Embaſſadours for Chriſt, 
2 Cor.5. 20, but Angels1ath:r than men, 
Rev 1,C.2. O beloved ! who is ſufficient 
for theſe things? Surely none are tn regard 
of adequration,and alas) how few inregard of 
acceptation f But what thoagh we cal- 
not find men eq#all to the Office, thal we 
forget, that min (ſhould bee able for che 
Othce ? 
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Office ? * Surel y,the bold preciprtancies of , 


men uncalled upon this Office, and the bloo> 
dy preceleratings of men ungnaltfied into 
this Office, are abominations never enongh 
to be bewailed before the Lo d, 

Thirdly, Thoſe thar arc authorita- 
tively from Chriſt to teach others in his 
Church, muſt not only be quallificd for 
this Office, but muſt have the Office come 
mitted to them. Hear the Apoſtle ; How 
ſhall they preach except they be ſent ? Rom. 
10-15. How ſhall they faith he? Nay 


they do; and this how often ' how open ! 


. and God ſent them nit, ſay the godly : Tea 


T have not ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran ; 
I have not ſpoken to them, yet they propheſi« 
ed, ſaith God himſelf. Jer. 23. 21.iTrue, 
they do it wickedly; but buw (hall they 
doit warrantably ? H ow {hal they preach 
except they be tent ? z, e, with the appro- 
bation of God 5s Law; they may ealily ad- 
venture upon it from their on » /uſt, How 
ſhall they preach either wich ſucceſs and 
countenance from him? or withcurt fin- 
full and ſawcy preſumption in them ? 
How dareth he perform the Heralds Ot- 
fice, to proclaim war and peace in the 
conlcience, who was never put into the 

C 3 Oitice, 


27 1 


See more 
uſe 2 ſet x 
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Office, nor can produce an Herald's pa- 
tent ? This isthe Metaphor, aws $8 xy- 
eZeo'y How ſhall they preach as God's 
Herald's?Lo Chriſtians!befide meetneſs for 
the Office, an Herald of God,a Miniſter gnauſt 
have miſſion : ſuitableneſs v0 the Office is 
not enough without ſendizg.Nay,are you 
not told, in the ſame ſtrains of reaſon 
and Rhetorick ; that there is as great a 
neceſlicy of ſending, that we bee preach= 
ers, as was and is of preachers, that you 
be hearers ? or of hearing, that youbee 
believers ? or of believiog, if you expe& 
an anſwer to, and the acceptation of 
your prayers ? So high our Apoftle car- 


ricth it, if you look back upon the 13, 
and 14, verſes, Such an holy concatena- | 
""# ofered tion maketh he of all theſe, © So that you | 

in Init, cannot bear us inhand, with the blaſ- | 
c. 42.76, *phemous Socinian, that there remains 
Nicholaid, ©10 more a neceſſity of ſuch fending,fince 


ive ty *he Apoſtles ceaſed ; for thar (ſay they) x 


cui de Ecet © * eſe were to preach a new dodtrine, | 
C. 1. which we now are not. For with what * 
Schmaltz, &aithtulneſs can this be faid,i» regard ei- * 
_ Mr of hearcrs, (the interrogations all | 
2ef. D. E . | | 
Fra, © running in 1» clear and conſtant a 
Js 2 pl 4 id ll 2» 

per, 2. ;/. ſtream ? *Tis as much ſaid, How ſha 


Pitt. 4, they F 
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© chey hear without a Preacker'? -and 
© how ſhall they believe in him ef whom 
*they have noc heard?&c.ashow ſhalthey 
*preach except they be tent? Or iy regard 
of the holy Apoſtles * who aflure us, bat 
*they preached no other things .thz choſe 
*which Moſes and the Prophets did ſay 
*hould come, At. 26. 22. Chap, 24.14. 
Chap. 28-23. And not only, as they 
paficd co and fro,did they ordain Elders 
© in every Church, A#, 14-23. bur pre- 
Ecribed a conſtant courſe tur Ordinati- 
© on likewite, as the Epittles. £o 74: by, 
£ and Titus witneſſe. Nr can ,you ſay , 
© that they are ſent ot God, who are on- 
© ly gitted. For as ic isnos (aid; how 
© ſhall chey preach «XCepr they be pitted? 
© bur,except they be ſent; and that as watch» 
men and meſſengers, as the riexr words 
© import our ot the Prophet Tſarah 52:7. 
$. So,the Scripture never ſaith rhac git- 
© ting is ſending, but ſuppaſceth that or- 
inarily before this ; & diſtinly ſpeaks 
of Suvayis and 8£zig. e. of the abili: ies 
© to preach or prophccy, and authority 
to preach or prophecy, of mens ſuita- 
ble qualifications for it, and ſ.ndi- g forth 
with conmiſſions for it. Witnels Ezck. 2. 
243+ 
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2,3: Iſai. 6.7.8, 9, Fer. 1. 7 9. Joha20. 
©21, 22. And what though it be true , 
©hat ſending imports many times,Gods 
£ commmanding men to go forth to the 
© work of the Miniſtry ? yer, as no gif= 
©ed brother can ſhew us any ſuch com- 
© mand from God, ſo it's obſervable 3 
© that the Scripture never mentions any 
©.s {cnt forth to preach or propheſic,but 
©che ſame perſons were always, either 
© mediately or immediately, appointed 
© of God unto the Office. Witneſle 1ſat- 
©1 8,9. Jerr 1.5, 7. Exch, 2. 4-Aat.1o, 
©1453 16. 21a113, 14. Job, 1. 6 Mat. 11s 
*10,8&c.An immediate milli6 & appoint- 
* ment to this Office there are no pious 
© mer will boaſt they have 3. or it they 
© did, there are no prudent men will be- 


© lieve they have, till, they ſee it atteſted | 


© with a power of miracles ; Nor is there 
*any promiſe whereupon any ſhould 
hope for it. Se that I cannot but con- 
F cludeupon the whole : That no man can 
now preach Ordinarily ard orderly, without 
Oradrnation, or being ſent forth of God me- 
adiately, He fins m preaching that is not 
thu ſent forth with power. 


But to draw the proof of this propo- |} 
ſition out into more pa ticulars. Bee | 


pleaſed 
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pleaſed to obſerve the exprefle precepts ; 
eminent precedents, and evident pre- 
{.ri-ptions,wherewith God hath counte» 
nanced it, andtheclegant properties & 
titles wherewith Miniſters are clothed, 
which beſpeak it. 

Sect. 1, See the expreſſe precepts of* 1Tim. 

* | God for it (to wave the implicit only.* 5: 22+ 
Behold as they miniftred to the Lord; * 0" rs 
and faſt.d, Af. 13, 2+ theboly Ghoſt ſaidgth, 5, 4; 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 

| work whereunto I have called them, And 
accordingly,the Prophets and teachers , 

| mentioned ver, 1. When chey had faſted 
and prayed,and laidcheir hands onthem, 
they {ent them away, ver-3, Obſerve, 
Chiiſtians. God had ſuited them to the 

} work, God had {upplied them with fit- 

 nefle,yet theſe muſt ſeparate them to the 

work , and ſend them forth, And why 

3 this ſeparating, think we,of ſuch extra- 

2 ordinary officers ; if not to ſan&ikie, as 

) itwere, and feall an Imprimatur upon 

7 the ordinary rule ? It is granted, that 

| Pauls A4poſtleſhip was not of men, neither 

by man, but by Jeſns Chriſt, aud God the 

7 Fathetwhoraiſed him from the dead, Gal. 
| I-1- That he was firft immedzately de- 

hgned hereunto by Jeſus Chriſt, as ic 

was 
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was declared to Anaztas, Att. 9. 15e Bui 

if the holy Ghoſt will have one t© 22er 4 

culonſly & immediately called,to paſs ch's 
common road, before the ordinary exe- 

cution of his office among th - Gentiles; 

who of us then, may plead immunity 

from ir, ' or proudly take another by. 

path ? Though God hadevery way quali- 
ed Paul and Barnabas tor che miniftery, 

though God had eminently called themto 
the miniſtry,yet that theſe Pruphers and 
Teachers do externally commiſſion, or ſe- 
parare them to the Miniſtry likewiſe, is 
evidently the command of the Holy Ghoſt. | 
Let me preſent you next with that pre- 
cept of God by Pan! to Titus, Ch. 1.5 .- 
And ordain Elders in every City, as I had 
* Collins appointed thee, What Elders meaneth | 
Abe he? By age? No, time, as one faith, | 
Evans, *notTitus muſt make theſe, What | 
qu.2 Elders then? Flders by Office, as the | 
* A«;ap Words enſuing clear it; and thoſe, | 
70 4@jg- not in the ſlate, but among and over | 
zew0y &c,the Saims : Bithops, or overlſceers, | 
who are to ho!d faſt the faithfull word, 
verſe 7, 9. Now thus , there is | 
ſomewhat ſuppoſed in theſe words, that 
there (ſhould be Elders in eve- © 
ry City , where the Churches wu jg 
| eſta - 
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iN eftabliſhed; and ſommwhat propoſed how 


the Churches muſt be ſupplyed with El- 
ders, Huw fo ? T:tzs muſt ordain them, 
Ordars Elders in every City. They are not 
Elders by Office then, till Ordination. But 
what is this ? muſt Tir qualifie them 
for this Office ? and is this all, which is 
intended by it?No; this was God's part, 
andisto be preſuppoſed on their part, 
e're Tits may put forth any ſuch att to- 
wards them, as Ordination is; if you 
conſult the following verſes 6, ad 10. 
Titus may diſcuſs and ventilate their 


! gifts and qualifications, but God onely , ,\-, 


can derrve and farniſh, (4) That which 1Ccor.12.6 
Titus hath in charge is to Ordain, to 

confer the Office of Elders , #4J&51'on8 : b)Sic apud 
and in that notion is the word mm _ any 

only by profane Authors frequently ,{b) 7*.*429P9- 
but by Ho Apoſtles, AF. 6. 4 » 5 6] oe5h- echt, 
o%usr, &c, whom we may appoint over ,,,, ca 

this bulineſs,as our tranſlators render it: , ,g,../,,, 
This how did they ? but by prayer,and,,, g:-... 

laying their hands on them, ver. 6, and, go. 2,5, 
ſo pntring them into the Office of Dea- "Js x 
cons? .befides it gifts, if qualifications, g,--- 
could have made them Elders, of what fimiliter 
need or uſe was there of ſuch an order 


{rom 


A > >. A 


Chrift's Commiſſion- Officer: 
from Paul? or of Ocdination by Titw? 
for thus they had been Elders already, 
before and without either 5 if bnt ſo 
charaRered, as the next verſes do de- 
ſcribe, And if ſo, how is Titzs required 
to Ordain fuch? and why reſtrained to 
Ordain ſuch onely 2 So obvious is it, 
that beſide a competency of ability on 
their part,there muſt be xx/«$&o:s,an ap- 
pointment or Ordination on T:tz's part 
likewiſe; or they are not to be acknowe 
Jedged Elders.Socxprels are the precepts 
of God for it. 

Set. 4» And what eminent precedents 


find we among the godly for it ? Surely no | 


man taKketh this honour to himſelf, buc 
he that is called of God, Heb 5.4. Trur, 


many a mas doth de fato,but not any man ' 


doth ( 7, e. owght ) dejure. Not Aaron un+ 
- * 3.8.14 cr the Law, norany of the Prieſts after 
& 2.6.8 1 18 order; © They were ſeparated from 
50. Exo.<among, the children of Iſrael to their 


28.7, <Office; * which was not only to offer ſa- 
2Chro.29. c 


10 Levir. *of every GoſpelMinifter. So, nor did 


10. i, che Apoſtle and bigh-Pricſt of our pro- | 


"a 7- fellion Chriſt Jeſus ; He allo giorified nor 


= crifice unto Godgbut to open the ſtatutes of || 
b)Deut.33 ' God, teach in Ifrael,(b)the work now | 


hime ? 
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himſelf to be made an h:gh-Prie/? : but 
he tharſ{aid unto him, Thou art my ſongto 
day have 1! begotten thee, Hebe 5.5. Whar, 
did he glorihe himſelf to be made a Pro- 
phet then ? Neither, The Spirit of the 
Lord God ( faith he) is upon mee, and 
hath anointed mee to preach good trdings, 
&'ce Iſa. 61, 1, 36, anointed me not on- 
ly with abi/ities, but with authority. Hee 
was a Prophet of the Lord's railing up, 
Att. 3.22. If ! honour my ſclf ( faith hee 
in his Miniſtry ) »zy honour is nothing z it 
my Father that honoureth me, Joh,8.5 4.. 
It was the Father ſantt:fied and ſent him 
{ into the world, about his Miniſteriall 
concernments, Joh. 10. 36. and ſealed 
him his Commithon, Joh, 6, 27, And be- 
hold, as my Father ſent me, even ſo ſend [ 
70u; faith he to his Diſciples, Foh-20,2 I. 
Ah beloved ! Self- Mmiſters then are 
none of onr Saviours Miniſters, His Mini- 
I ſters can (ay; he made us, aud not wee .onr 
ſelves, And with Paul, 1 Tim. 1.12.7 
* thank Chriſt Feſus our Lord, who hath ena- 
" bled me, for that he counted mee faithfull, 
| prutting me into the Miniſtry. Oblerve, He 
doth not thank him one!y for his exza- 
$ blizgs tor the Miniſtry , bur for his invec- 
| ſtiture 


?I 


Chriſt”s Commiſſion-Officer : 
ſtiture withthe Miniftty 3 not onely for 
his promptneſs for it but for putting him ints 
:t, Sodiftin& a notion did the holy A- 
poſtles and Prophets keep,of their quali | 
fications tor the Miniſtry,which made them 
apt to teach ; and of their commiſſion to 
be Miniſters which gave them authority to 
zeach. Lo, as they were allowed of God to 
be put in truſt with the Goſpel,(1o they tell 
us ) they ſpake 1 Theſ. 2, 4- and accor- | 
dingas the glorious Goſpel! of God was 
committed to them,x Tim.1.11,Did theſe 
holy men of God think it enough, that 
they were able topreach ? Nay, but this 
was it they choſe rather to infift upon, 
that they were (as Pau! ſaith ot himſelf) | 
appornted preachers, 2 Tim. 1. 11+ True it 
is, they durſt not but maniteſt his word 
through preaching, bat then it was 
£) Jer.1.5, committed to them according to the 
7, 17. commandment of God our Savionr, T it. 


ZI 


wee them, both in the Propheſies of 
Lc. the O:!:d Teſtament , (g) and in the 
b)Rom. r. Pretaces to tnoſt of the Epiſtles (+) in 
' Bo the New Teſtament, infifting upon, 
4 *and juſtifying. of their callmgs to bee 

Per. 1.1, Prophets and Apoſtles 2 Beloved, hear 


x Per. 1.16 


Tc, | you 
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you ahy of them pleading, that 
qualifications. are a ſufficient Com. 
miſſion ? or for'a freedome of Pro. 


,pheſlying by un-ofticed Prophets ? 


( pardon the in congruence of the ex- 


preflion) or, becauſe God hath fitted 


| a man with 'parts and abilities, that 
| hee needs no other furniture of power or 
authority, to exerciſe and exert them ? 


Rather 3 do you not hear and read 
them , difinitly  propounding, and 
direftly proving - their Commiſſion ,” over 
and above their qualifications I Afﬀſu- 
ring you, that Ged did not onely bring 
them gifts , but bid them go, Iſai, Chap. 


| 6, verſe, 9. Amos Chap. 7. verſe 15. 
| Jeremiah Chap. x, verſe 7, Ezekiel 


Chap. 3+ verſe 1, 4, Ir. That God 
ſanttified them for, that GOD (ext 
them forth tv , and God ſer them 


in their Minifteriall work and Office, 


Jeremiah Chap, 1. verſe 5. 7+ 10. Eztks 
Chap. 2. verſe 3, 4« © ce Not onely 
bad they diſpoſitions and gifts for come 
municating the Goſpel , but a diſpene 
ſation of the Goſpel was committed to 
them,1 Ceorinth.Chap, g ver. 17, Gal. 2.7> 
O my brethren! are we compaſled rr 
WIS 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 
with ſogreat a cloud of witneſſes, and 
ſhall wee yet think che commicment of 
the Miniſtry needlefſe. or uſelefſe? © Or 
an wee ſuffer our ſelves to bee put off J 
with ſo poor a pretext asthis ? That all 
Eheſe inſtances from. the Apoſtles and 
*Prophets do not ariſe to the Ordinati- 
<n now praCtiſed, by the intervention 
of men, and impoſition of the hands of | 
he Presbytery. For who-leeth not,thar | 
©hey fully reach to evince the neceſſity of | 
© commiſſioning t o the Office, beſide quali- 
cations for the Office of Mmiſters; which | 
&is the point now before us? And it be- 
ting more then manifeſt, that the inme« | 
©diate ways of committing men to the Mi | 
tniſtry are now ceaſedy and a mediate way | 
from God inſtead thereof, commauded, | 
which is written as with a Sun beam, in 
(the Epiſtles to T*mothy and T:tus; unleſs | 
ou will break with God,ard theſe pre-= 
©edents among the godly,by putting your 
elves into the Miniſtry, whereas they 'were 
ut intoit of God, 1 Tim, £, 12. Theſe in- 
*(tances will in effe& and virtue bind you 
*co the O. dination now prattiſed ; if it { 
be the only way now p:eſcribed,and left 
*u5 of Jelus Chriſt : Ot which hereafter. 
Set. 3, 
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© Seft, 3. Thirdly, ſee yer further the e- 
vident preſcriptions, which are given torch 
for putting men into' Miniſtry, by cur 
Lord Jeſus ?:: and theſe how numerous ; 
that they fill up a good part of three E- 


piſttes, Belovea, con'ider I:beſeech you- 


Why ſhould the conferring of the Miniſtry 
be ſo preſſing ly dwreftedto Timothy and Ti- 
tus ? why (hould the call of men to,and their 
gualtſications for the Miniſtry be ſo plainly 
differenced ? Why ſhould the. committers, 
and they committed to it, be ſo particularly 
diſt inguiſhed 2 If gitts, with a defire to ex- 
ercitc them, were ſufticiene? or the fſo- 
lemn committing of this Office, were 
but ſaper-crogatory and ſuperfluous ? 
Would. the biefſed Spirit ot wiſedom 
have ſper:tic ſelf in ſupertluices,think we? 
Is there no more ſet before us, but who 
are tobe Mintſters? and how they areto 
a » their Mmifry? Hath not the ſawe 
ſpirit {et before us, their appointment and 
putting into the Mimitry likewiſe? Ay ; 
and this how a»1:culately | By what 22672 
im What aanner ? after what matters 
previous? and by what means preſ-«t ? 
Who are to be Orda'zers? who,and how 
they are wo be Ordarred? what is pre-re + 

| quired 


Chreft's Commiſſion Officer : 
quired tot } what to beperformed in it ? 
and what hc produt and iſſue of tt ? Read 
elſc but 1 Tm. 3. Chap. and x Chap, of 
Tiras. Sirs, why this walt, it chire were 
no other ordination o tte Othce of M:« 
nifters, but what gitcs, and vur own, or 
Others delirzs8 tou ce them make 7 O you { 
that tta1.d in the way and ſee, and ask 
for the old paths,where is the good way 
that we may walk therein, muſt you not 
ſay of this ? Th:s is ity wherein God hath 
been alway won? to meet, and give miſ- 
fion to his ſervants ? either immediate 
by inveſt uure of them with the Office ſrom 
h:m{elf, as our Lord was pleated to fer'd 
forih tirſtthe T welv-, Luk. 9. 1. and af- 
ter the leventy, Luk, 10. 1, Or elſe 
mediately, by the interpoſition of his own 
Officers, as Timmthy is oiceXed ro do in 
this verſe, We':doth Mutthias Avoſtolize? 
not UI Chrilt appeints him, 4. 1. Do 
Paul and Barnabas ? not till our Saviour 
authorize them, AF. 9g. 17. Chap. 13, 2. 
Hah every Church its E/d-rs, that 1a- 
bout in the word and dofrin:? But Panl- 
and Barnabas fi it Ordain them, AF, 14. 
23-I+ic che oider of Chriſt that there 
be E/ders in every City ? but witiall 

that 
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that Ti Ordain thein, Tir. 1:3. Hah 
Timothy the gift or Office of an Evange- 
lit? butnor without the /azing on of 
Pauls hands, and of the Presbytery like» 
wiſe? 2 7:m. 1,61 Tim. 4 4, There 
muſt be fuch who are by calling ro teach 
ethers? but Trmathy mult commit thes truſt 
to them for others, as in the Text. Felo- 
ved, why ar: theſe things wriccen? and 
for whom think we ? Are they not tor 
our ad monition, upon whom the ends 
of the world are come? Doubtlefle, 
whatſoever things were written aforetime, 
were writte for our learning,that we through 


. patience and comfort of the Scripteres might 


have hope, Rom. 15. 4. Ab Sirs / may we 
dare to rejedt this ward of Chriſt? or re- 
moveto another way of our own or 0s 
thers concriving ? etther frame new ways 
of committing the M:niſtry (| mean ) ? or 
elſe froward!y dy the continuante of the 
Miniſtry, as too many do ? Nay can you 
ſo forget the Commandment of Chriſt, and 
his Covenant wich his Miniiters; which 
hee calls upon usſo afte&ionacely toe< 
membe:, as a thing of moſt happy res 
marke; at, 23. i9. 20 Go teach, Fc: 

| D 2 Loy 


: n ow” 
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it Ts a/@res unrebakeable, untill the appearing of our 
* m 
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Lo, I am with you alway, wioas Tas ripe; 

all days, 2s Tis oullshdos Ts aiayos to 

the end of the world, Which cannot bee 

reſtrained tothe end of that age; as the 
*$-e it Pregnancy and propriety of this phraſe, 
learnedly * and the parallel uſage of ir by this 
vindicated ſame Evangeliſt, Mat. 13 . 40+ (») Chap. 
& _ 24- 3-(#) ( beſides the precedent paſſage 
hh rs which 15 not all your days, but all days ) do 
par. 1.c. 2. plentitully evince, Or have you ſo for- 
p.27.ad431 gotten that command by Paul tro Tine- 
& Trow-thy? I give thee charge in the ſight of 
Ts>4z0 7s God, who quickneth all things, and be. 
ae; T%- fore Chriſt Jeſus, vho before Ponting Pi- 


i 7s. Tis Hate witneſſed a good confeſſion : That 


gur7AUigs thou keep'this commandment without ſpot, 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. What commandment 


| * C"y/oft. intends-he ? 1 humbly conceive, with 
Hom. 13, p,z4and o;hers * this complex command - 


Ambr.Lyra : 4 
Dor, Z Cnr. ment contained in,and carried along thorow 


f zl 2 Lavz- the whole Epiſtle, unto which the pos 
If de. Piodat, file-quickens him with ſix arguments. (p 


| & Engl. And thus ic eminently taketh in that 


| Anaotat,ad 


I ver. r:. ( well-nign) paralell charge, Chap. 5. 


( p Dickſon Per. 2T. 22. Which izcluderh the confer- 


jadioc, ring ot the Miniſteriall Othce, as doth 
| | tae 
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the third Chapter. And whit though this 
Commandment could not bee fulfilled | 
till the coming ot Chriſt by © Timothy 
himſelf ? yer might ic bee by Timothie"s 
ſucceſſors : * Who areclearly concerned 
* toartend this charge ofthe Apoſtle, as 

* addrefied to them in Timothy, thei im- 
- port and intent of the Scriptures being 
© not only for the preſent men and times, 
bur torallthat ſucceed or follow(q)And 2s 15.4 
* verily, 1+ if there (ha]l till be Gil his * : nt 19 
© coming, both /i»»ers to be begotters WA x 16.16, 
©o Chriſt; andiro be broughr into his x9. 
© Church ;. and if there be Sairts to bee Reve224'9 
© brought forward, and to bee built up tn 
communion with: Ghiiſt and his Church ; 
* and if there be ſo#!ls to bee ſanttified and 
£xved, until the time of his appearances 
{(which who doubts that believes any 
fching? ) 'And 2, it our Lord Chriſt 
© hath erely ordinarily annexed and ap- 
* pointed, to beſtow th :ſe great bleſſings 
© by a Miniſtery:(ext as it is cleer he hath, 
© Rom. Chap. 30+ verſe, 14, 15, Epheſians 
© Chapt. 4+ verſe 11, 12, 13. Having 
« by this onely ( uſudily ) brought about the 
6 addition of ſinners to his ( " hurch and to 
© himſelf, A&sthe fecond Chapter, and 
$ the41. and 47- verlies, and Chap. 11, 
D 


3 ver{ 
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Chriſt's Commiſſan- Officer : 
© verſe '24,; the converſion of ſouls to, ayd 
© their confirmation in and with bimſ.If, 
4 Atts Chap. 26. 18, 15. 32- The remiſſte 
© on, of ſins, aud regeneration of ſinners, 
* As 26. Chapter 18 ver- and 1 Gorin. 
©*Chap. 4., ver(- 15, The new bwrth of 
© auls, and to believe in himſelf z James 
* Chap-- z- verſe 18. and 1 Corinth. 
© Chap« 3 verl. 5- The ſubaning of fin avd 
E Satan, and the ſalvation of Saints , 
© 2 Corinth. Chap. 10. verie 4. 5. and 
© x, Corinth, Chap. x. verſe 21- And 
'* 3. If.aur Lord Chriſt death not now extra- 
© ordznarily ſend forth any, as it's plain hee 
f dath not; neither immedately deſign= 
* ing out axp perſons, ner delivering te any 
© 4 power of miracles, | lay, it fo; then 
© of neceſlity, the ordinary way of come 
F wicting this Office, and of ſendi 
© out ſuch Officers, which was given 
Fin charge to Timothy and Titzs. are 
of a continuing . obligation, and 
© of con('ant obieyation in the Chur- 
© ches of Jeſus Chrilt, 

Set, 4. Let me put you in mind but 
pf onething more,and this is,gbe Elegant 
#itlcs that are given to Miniſters, which 
do all heſpeak a neceflicy, not onely of 


being 


| An Ordmation- Sermon. ' 
being qua!ificd for this Office , but of 
having ht: Office commetred to them. 
Ar« not Miniſters c.Jled the Fngelsot the 
Churches, Revelations C hap, 1, verſe 20. 
the over ſcers vt ihe Church ? Ats Chap. 
20. vir. 28, the rulers of the Church? 
Hebrews Chap, 13. ver, 7. Yea, and 
f-1ch rulers they are in, and ſo over the 
Church, as are to be counted worthy of 
double borour, 1 Timothy C hap. 5. wer« 17» 
and 1 Theſ, Chap. 5 verſ. 12. 13+ 
Are they nt the Srewards of Chriſt? 
1 Corinht 4.1. The Heralds of Chriſt, 
xypUocorles? Romans 10. verſ. 14, Yea, 
aud the 4b. ſſadoxrs vt Chriſt, 2 "or. 5, 
ver. 20, Are they not termed watchmen ? 
Heb. 13. 17. builders? 1 Cr. 3. 10. and 
fouldrers ? 2 Tim. 2. 33 @c. Now what 
Jeflſe do any ot theſe aparr, or can all 
theſe together intimate ? than that Mi- 
nikers (hould be farnilhed wi.h authort- 
ty, as well as fitted with ability? and 


muſt bee able to ſhew a commiſhon, as 


well as ſpeak of qualification? ? In a 
word, that they mult have a deligation 
from onr Saviour to this employment, as wel 
as a diſpoſition in ther ſpirits to thys employ= 


ment » £7 
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"0 Chriſt's Commiſſion=Officer : 

Set. 4- Fourthly, how is this Office 

of being Teachers in the Church to bee 

committed unto ſuch, as/are duly qua- 

lifed ? You will eafily obſerve, that we 

are notenquiring about commirting the 

Office to extraordinary teachers; ſuch as 

are by inimediate aeligation trom Chrift 

immediate I mean, not only ratione vir- 

tutis, ſed ſuppoſiti inregard of power, but of 

perſons Fhis caſe falls nut within our 

cempatſde ;;-when ſuch 1mediate ſurni- 

tures ( as were herewith given) for the 

AMinftry,anud therefore ſuch-immediate ver 

—— Pituregwith the Moniſtery, have noplace. 

® HJu5 But our enquiry. is about the commir- 

np _ting ofthis othce ro Ordinary teachers , 
quis per 0 R . Yn 

mines Com- by mediate deligation from Chrift 5. ecby 

micare his Officerr,who in his name, and accor- 

fol:t, at}, ding to his Ordinance, are to ſeparate 

cou them to this l{eryice of bis, in his Church. 

9:dingrii * And thus briefly, this Office is to bee 

Miniſtri commited to men duly qualified, 1 by 

eſt medit- the Presbytery, 2 after proof. 3 with 


=ap op prayer and falting, 4. and with putting 


ntcll;en- ON Of their, hands, 


dum, ut authoiit as admintrandz res divinas i Deo immediate 
wh - commuunicetur miniſtris omnibus legitizus, & diſignatio perſu- 
narumin quas confertur fiat per Eccleſiam, Ame, Medul.Thes 


Sect, 


ol. L.1. C. 35:05. & 5, 
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Se. 1, By the Prebytery i, e. by 
presbyters in Office; whole part,it was 
inthe Ordination of Timothy. 1 Tim. 4.. 

14. Theic common care and chargeit 
| was, and not Paulsonly. 2.T:m, 1. 6: 
We never read Paul to have pratticed 1n, 
or to have pretended to a ſole power of Or 
dination ;, or t0 ſo much as a negative Voice 
in that partrealar, though ( no..doubt ) 
he had a greater latitude of authoricy , 
than any can now lay claim to,, as be4 
ing an Apoſtle, not of, or by man, but by. 
Jef  Chriſt:Yet Paul was neither ordained 
zor did Ordain, without the concurrence 
of ſome other Att, 13, 1, 2,3. <+ 14+ 236 
<It any will yet implead ordination by 
© a presbytery, becauſe without a Prelate z 
© x heought to produce the divine inſttati+ 
FYY of a Prelate diſt int from «41971! fied. es )See {cF. 
Jond a Presb;ter or Miniſter, Cercain we! b vid. 

© aregthe Apoſtles have left no ſuch one,np- Hieronym 
on their lift of Church C fſficers; Eph. 4, 11-ad Lee. 
Rom. 12. 6,748, 1Cor- 13. 28. and clear dem eft 
* it is, tat a Biſhop and Presbyter are all one*'40 Freſ- 
in the language of the Scripture, (a ) Tit,1. Fark. 
10.(b)17m.3.1,2,fc) Oc. taving mm 


c ) Poſt E.3/copuzs Diacom ordpaationcm fubjicit., Nuare ? inſt 
gil Eniſc: PB & Precogters una ordiantss ct ? utergz exins [4- 
cerdo) cit. Amboy ad Lec, 


the 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 
the ſame office, the ſame ordination,the 
fame charaQers given to, and qualities 
© required in them, and the iame works 


© being committed to then , And as clear | 


© "tis that a Presbyrer or ordina! y Minter 
© is veſted with a power of government or 
rule. 1 Tim. 5,17. Heb. 13, 7, 17. 
1 Thef. 5.12. Aft. 20. 179,28. 2. Hee 
#nghr to prove the divine imveſtuure of pre- 
dates with Ordination ard 191Poſition of 
bands different from presbyters, wheredf 
Eve read not ove word tn all the $ pry 
but of the laying on #f the hands of the preſs 
* bytery in fair and open chara&tcrs, 
© 1.7ims. 4.14. True 'tis that we read of 
Ordination by Timothy and Titus Evan: 
*gelifts, by Pax/and Barnabas Apoftles, 
© but this neither diref/y terverh the 
©canſe of the Prelates, they being neis 
* ther Apoftles nor Evangelifſts, nor in- 
© direftly, unlefle they can prove them- 
© lelves to be a diſtin order or dignity 
* of Minifters,by the divine appointment 
© of Jeſus Chriſt, & in that ſerice can put 
© in a plea of being their ſ#cceſſors, which 
a Preibyter in a fair conſtruttion may, 
1 Pet. 5 1,2, Though a Prelate wit hont a 
forced conſtraition cannot. Where deth 
| the 
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keScripture preſcribe thatthere ſhould 
be any ordination of Prelaves different 
5 tom, or over and above their former 
© ordinaticn as Preſbyters? Or that there 
*hould be any Or dipation byprelates as 
diftin& from Presbyters? When it iza 
© ruled caſe, that a Biſhop or Prelate or- 
Fdained per ſal:nys (i. e. who never had 
©the Qrdinarion of a Presbyrer himfelf, 
© but only of a B ſhop } can neither con- 
$\{ecrate and adiminifter the Sacrament 
v of the Lords body, nor ordain a =_ 
© oyter - by which it appeareth, that a 
Biſbop deth Hh excell ; <p by a di- Ibo 
feinbt ard higher order or power of order ;1_, 1, 491 
* for which Door Fie/dhath preduced d ) Aquin. 
$ the acknowledgment of the moſt lear- Bonavent. 
ned among the Papifts. ( e) Thein- para t u 
£ fiance of Timothy and Tray, agif Bi- __ 
6 ſhops of Ephe (ws and Crete, will be a Camerar. 
* covering to0 narrow, For as we never G5Contare+ 
read the Spirit of God calling them 7 xe PI 
Biſhops in Scripture, ( the Poſt-ſcriprt _ ot 
"ro thoſe Epiltles being difowned from ,,,, 14 
f being any part of the Canon by mary 1 Tim. 6. 
f Papilts, even by Baronins and the Rhe- 22% 
*miſts; and are ſo diſproved by ſeverall ad 2 Tim. 
f Proteſtants, f ) So, Timotby ig expreſly wy A _ 
enough x4, 


44 Chriſt's Commiſſion- Officer: 


exongh called an Evangeliſt, 2 Tim. 4% $6 


g ſeethem © Nor could their trequent removes, (g ) 
deſcribed © afrer the mention ot their being at E- 
Oe. phe ſus and Crete, have any coniiſtence 
par.2.p.59.* with the charge or Office of a Biſhop, 
Smeftimm- which obligeth to a fixcd refidencea- 


a 5 mong his flock ? (to paſle other rea- 
CEE» . 


ſce Jus Dz : 
oe Min. Their frequent drver ſions and Journeys, 


Evang, * and varteus diſpatches to and fro, at the 
par. 2- C-5.* deſire of the Apoſtles, and as might beft 
throughout s {ſerve the deſign and welfare of the 
* gexerall viſible Charch, do loudly e- 

* nough proclaim them to be Evaneeliſts 

I know there are on the other hand that 

velt che people with this power and pri- 

viledge of Ordinacion,beyond what was 

ever poſſeſſed by the Prelates. But with 

no countenance that I know from Chriſt; 

yea, or. conveniency to Chriſtians;while 

itis little other thana ſeed-plot of diſ- 

ſentions among them, and of diviſions 

into parties; and while befide thcir: di- 

ſtance from the power of ruling, whoſe 

place it is to berruled ;ſuch are their diſ- 
abilities & difproportion to make proof 

of mens ready inſtruftion to the kingdom 

of God, cicher in cleering the difficulties 

of the Goſpel,or in cvi cing gainſayerse 

'Tis 


{ons(b)againlt cheir dioceſan Epiſcapacy ) 


I 


A 
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"Tis true; We read( what ſorhe ingeniou(- 
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ly obſerve before us(k )of Ordaining El- k/ London 


ders in every Church, but we never read 


Miniſte in 
their 72s 


of Ocdaining Elders by any Church. 7 hey (1, mis. 
Ordained them Elders in every Church , evan. pare 
AR. 14+ 23- Who Ordained them ? Paul 3:. 13: 
and Barnabas for the people, not the 

xople for themſelves. That every 

Church ſhould Ordain them Elders in 

every Church, grates too much upon 
common (ſenſe and truth. Nor will che 

word xps]orioaler help it out, for(!) ya 
what ever bee the impoct of yapolorer'y, telpwy 5c. 


(/) maniteſt cnough it is, 
both from what is antece- 
dent to this expreſſion, and 
what is after it, that Pau! 


' and Barnabas were the xyo1g0- 
| Toyioaw1s;, ro whom | they | 
| mult neceſſarily Dce under- 


ſtood to relate nine times be- 
ſides, in the narrative or re- 
lation which is herewith 
made, ver, 21+ ad finem. Far 
be it from mee, to diveſt che 


$ Churches of Jeſus from any 


part of thoſe priviledges , 
which are given them 


To ſtretch out the hand; 
which is ſtill done in Or- 
dina:1cn, with impoſition 
of hands. Nor can there 
much more be evinced 
by the uſage of this word 
in this place, if there be 
any worth in that obſer- 
vation of learned Stepha« 
nu, that ir Honifieth not 
ro give fu ftrage, bur ro 
create, ordainy $:c. when 
It governs an accuſa:ive 
caſ:, as here ir d th, 
erty ooules fe a'v- 
T01s T,476vTicE5 S:cph, 
Theſaur Linz* gizc. ad 


7 verbum x:7;, 


17 
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C =—_ C anteniſfin- Officer: 


his charter? Let it be granted them, \ 
for me, that the people may chooſe; and |} 


look out men, and fer them betore the 
Presbytery, as they did for Deacons be. 
fore the Apoſtles, ſtill obſerving their li- 
mics, A, 6.3,5, 6. But the Presbytery 


'trs, that commit the Miniſtry, appoint | 
and ſend forth the men, as then did the | 
Apoſtles, wer, 3. 6 Peruſe I beſeech you ' 


the primitive praRiſe, the records of all 
thoſe Ordinacions, which you finde in 
the Aﬀs of the Apoſtles, x, 6+ 13« 14, 
Chapt.& what pciats read you,or the ob= 


ſcureſt trace of the peoples putting men | 
into the Othce of Minifters? Peruſe to | 
theſe,the Epiitles that moſt particularly 


treat of, and purpoſely take up rnis-ſub- 


je& or argument, tholeto Timorhy and : 


Titw : and yet tell us where may wee 
finde the ſmalleſt track or tootftey ? *Las! 
if the peoples ſuffrage had been enough 
to ſer men” in Office, what need ſuch 
preſſing arguments troim Panl to Timothy 
and 7is:5? and ſuch particular inſtrue 
»ents ot them with this bulineſs, rhat 
they Ordain Elders in Crete and Epbeſ7a? 
Doth he write at this rate, in any one 
ot allche Epiſtles he ſendeth co che Cowes 

chez? 


4 


| 
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ches? or in either ofcheſe Epiſtles fene 
to theſe Officers,that the Churches ſee to 
the O daining ot Elders, &c. Again, if 
ſo; whac need or right had Pax! to in- 
terels himſelf or Barnabas [o far, as to 
Ocdain Elders in every Church, at Ly. 


| ſfra, Iconmm, and Antioch, &c. AB. 1, 


19, 23. Would they have fo abuſed theic 
own power, or the peoples priviledges, 
a8 by this to have been arraignedfor bu- 
ſie b.d'es in other mens matters ? which 
they might have been, had Ordination 


| been in che power and right of the 


{4 


Y 

\ 
| 
o 


Churches. Tis true, wermay be proper- 


| ly enough callcd the Minitters and Meſ- 
| fengers ot ihe Churches, ſo far as T 


know. But how? Not as it they were 


| th: or/giza/l, but are the objetF of our 


authoriuative miſſion and meſſages ; not 
as it we were [ext from, and by them into 
this Office, but as ſert to and for thens tor 
thar ob<dience and joy of faith : unleſs 
men may be {aid ro ſend meſſengers to 
th-mlc}ves, | 

SefF. 2. The Miniſtry is not tobee 
commi:ced till atter probation or triall 
m.de.Oh that dreadfull charge! /charge 
thee before God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſ# 


3 
and 


— us Chrift”s.C ommiſſim<Officer : 


> ew—_— <0 ODOT + 00 LEEDS wo 


and the Eleft Angels—— lay hands ſtiddens 
ly an no man, 1 Tim. 5. 214.22. Timothy 
muſt nor, for ſo much as the Othce of a 
Deacons therefore: ſurely not for the 


Office of a Biſhop or Miniſter. Ler theſe 


alſo firſt.bee proved z. then let: them uſe 
the Otfice ot a Deacon, 1 Tim. 3. 10, 
"Tisan abuſe then to, pur men. into the 
Othce of the Miniſtry, before or without 
provt ntade. Nor, may this proof bee 
{light :and overly, but muſt bee diligent 
and giſtinftive, () Proved they ſhould 
bee, in their ſpiritualland inward call 
to the Miniſtry, and in their ſuitable 
i qparnegens for the Miniſtry, What 
they are for /ife> what for /carning ? 
,> and what they are ljke to be for labour ? 
anal What are their purpoſes by 1 hart 1 
eft propjig WA cir purpoſes by it > what is 
explorare their proportion tojt ? and what will bee 
qualis in ſe their perſeverarce in it? In a word; 
res fitz% 4 what of God and grace is to be found in 
diverſis aut them? and what of forwardneſs and 
CONFTA ms : : 
ciſcerzele Teal there is and will befor God ? 
dnquit Pa- 
1eus Nec ſolummodo probare, ſed afprobare figniſcat, utpote 
perſpetum, fic apud Luc. 14. 19.8 1 Per. 1.7, & Phil. 1, 10. & 
1 Theſ.' 2. 4 & apud Plutarc. de 1yNtir, liber, aan? Gs il 


vena eavdigies Mow porter is, 


COp A: 


Thirdly 


——— 
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Thirdly, ith prayer ard faſting. Such 
was the primitive praQiie, Ats 6. 6. & 
13+ 3. & 14, 23. and ſtands upon record 
as our pattern. Whether cheie ener the 
eſſence ot Ordination, I ſay not ; but 
fare I am, chat they are of eminent and 
excellent obſervartin and uſe, Is our 
Lord himſelt thereto: e about to choole, 
and authoritarively to ſend abroad Apo- 
ſtles? He continueth all mght before it in 
prayer to God, and when it was day he called 
unto lym his Diſciples ,' and of then hee 
ehoſe Twelve whom alſo he named Apoſtles, 
Luk, 6. 12, 13. Ah b:8! prav, prav, you 
that want and would-have Paſt »rs, F a+ 
fting prayers, will make fervent preachers. 
We beſeech you brethren, tur the Lord 
Jeſus GChritt's ſake, and for the love of 
the Spirit, that yee will frive together 


with us in your prayers to God, { #) this He t9 
day. Ch the weakneſſes of our perſons 1 the* * 


work we*are to prrfori ! the merth and 
weight of God's preſznce ! and our want of 
your prayers, which if earneſt, w'l! be ſure 10 
be effettuall prayers (p )! Pravye there- 


fore, the Lord of the Hare}, chat he wilt) 16.5416; 


JMar. 9: 
E Seft. 44? 


ſend torth theſe exp &ams, Labourers 
into his Harveſt (4) , 
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Seft, 4- With impoſiion of hands. 

Thus 7'methy was Ordained, 1 Tim: 4.14. 

and was to Ordain, 1 Tim 5.22. What: 

though Papiſts have placed it among the 
Sacraments? muſt wee therefore p/nck it 

from among the Samts? although Paul 
preſerveth it among the princ:ples of the dg- 

Erimne of Chriſt, Heb,6 1,2. \ under what 
nutivn, or 6 what pur poſe, | thall nor 

ditpuce ) Surely their dotage on it, will 

be a por Apologie for or deniall or de- 

(pr/ing of it, uUpun whum the true light 
haihthincd : eſpecially whcn the whoſe 
folemmty of Ordination is once and agam 

ſet forth by this one Ceremony ; 1 Tim-4. 14+ 

and 5. 22, 2 7:2. 1, 6, and you hear 

none of us picading tor it asa Sacrament; 

though we would not be put dyt-omany 

ſolemn right, eſpecially it an mſeparable 

ad'untt ro an Ordinance of Chrilt. Is 

Timothy enjoyned to lay hands ſuddenly 

on 10 man? 1 7:29. 5, 22: whatlelſs can 

;Jieea beimplycd, than that he lay hands (o- 
brief view lemnly upon tome, at leaſt after mature 
of ret” ©- {crutiny? 1 (hall nor expatriate, bur if 


- currence 


here f- ( Þ<!ide the concurrent profeſſion and 
fered yon Praftice of the reformed Churches (7) if 
by Dr. Sea/2ar in Nis Flagg ad ralpicn, at the beginning Pro- 
pofiiion 3. Paul 
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Pay!,ſo pretious a Saint,and ſo profound 
a Scholar, did chus accepr it in his own 
Ordination io the Miniſtry, as hee did; 
Att, 1 3. 3. anddid thus att ard affiſt in 


| the Ordination of others, as hee didy 


2 Tim. x.6, God forbid! that 1, or any 
other (hould1io much liſten to'pridegpres* 
Judice, or what- cverel(e it bee, as to he* 
frtateit cauſl-ſly) or to harden my ſelf a* 
gainſt it contem t ouſly, © Paul's preicri- 
© ption and precedtc me thinks wiil be 
*enough to acquit and anſwer fur us, 
© chough we had nothing elſe ro render 
© in-account, why we retain this ancient 
* rite; by which, yerpr%lick, offices have 
* been wont to be conveighed, Numb.27, 
©18,23-and$, 10, AF. 6. 6. and this 
© part :crlarly, x Tims 4. 14. Tis true, 
© when Pax! enjoins Titzs ro Ordain El- 
© ders in every Ciry, Titzs 1.5+ hee dorh 
© not preſcribe expr: lv, impoſition of 
© hands, Nor doth he proh4vir it5 but ra- 
© ther points 7 ont, not obſcurely, by two 
*(hings ( though the common pradice 
© thereof in thoſe times might have been 
© intimation enough to him, anda juſti- 
* fication for it, againſt this exception. ) 
* 1+ By leading him back to former in=- 

E 4 ſtruttions 


Chrift's Commiſſion- Officer : 
\Y * ftruQtions [| as I had appoinred thee ] 
1'$ © whercin it wee mMiy make judgment, 
Io [) a4. 14.* trom what Paul praftiicd, (ſ) w what 
'F 23: Paul preſcribe; \this could nut but make 
{3 Tim.1.6.© gne parcicular, cipecially, if the affir- 
: © mauve includ:d in chat precept to 7i- 
© moihy, 1 Chap. 5. 22. bee put with ic in- 
©LO the lame icale, 2, By the light of 
© the Word xxTx1ons ( rendered here by 
©ord.in and uw As 6. 3.Þy appoint ) 
* which the Apottlcs rrattic- hd alreas 
© dy interpr:i«d,ro import the laying on 
» of hand:, Afls 6. 6, «8 One particular 
© requiſite to chat publick aid iuleinn 
© work, I know itis pretcnd d that the 
© Holy Ghoſt was miraculuully given by 
c:impolition ct hands i, Ord:nacion , 
© and thence it is p!eaded, that ibe mira- 
© cle row ceaiing, {o doth the my ſte: y 
© too. But huw is the former proved and 
© juſtified? And it; yer how the later is 
© theretrom pleaded or inferred | ſee not; 
© unleſs weſhall upun the ſame ground 
© pow rel11.quith prayer, bccauſe it's no 
© m-re effeCtuall to heal the ſick, or raiie 
© the deadi,ar It was formerly, 4. 9. 37, 
© 40.41. Jam,5.14,15 Weh: arche Apo- 
© ſtles requzrirg them to look vut ſeven 
| men 


TT Dk — 
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© men full of the Holy Ghoſt, that they may 
* Jay bands upon them, As 6, 3. cum 6. 
© but never hear them re/ativg {0 much as 
© one that had received the H.ly Ghoſt,be- 
* canſe they ba d layd their hands upon h:m,” 
© in his Ordination. | (ay in his Ordination: 
8 forit is granted that the Holy Ghoſt 
© was given, by the laying on of hands, 
© in the other caſes, Att. $. 17. 18. and 
© 19. 6, Why muſt Timothy and Tits 
© ( think we) receive ſatista&ion touch- 
cing mens gifts before Ordination ? 
© 1 1:4. 3- and Tit, n. And why muft 
© they till then retard and ſtave off their 
© Ordination, 1 Time 5.22, It laying on 
of hands would bave conferred thax 
© ipirit upon men, from whom all gitcs 
come? 1Cer- 12. $+ ad 12, True it is, 
© we read of Timothie's gitt by the laying 
con of P.ul's hand+,and of the Pregbyte=- 
Tryz 2 7im.1. 6, 1 im. 4a14. But not 
© of the Holy Ghuſtz being eiven him 
© hereby, Itis raths r he gift of the Mini- 
{ry that is intended in theſe Scrip:ures, 
© than gifts for the Mbnmilſtry, 2nd perhap?, 
© may bee therefore mentioned in both 
© places not plurally , but ſinguiarly 
6 q| the gift. | That offices are called 
E 3 © oifts, 


% 
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Cbr:ſt”s Commiſſion-Officer : 
© oifts, and particularly the Miniſtry, ' 
f:ompare Ep.4 8, : 1,between which the g 
© and 1o veries, fall as wichin a Paren- 
© theſis : the 11 verſ. giving us the expli- 
© cation in particulars of what had been 
©exprelſcdatthe8 ver ingeneral : *And 
© ſo is an appolite anſwer to every one 
» 10 vo © (bat asks this queſtion z what are thoſe 


* oſus Ce. © gifts, when Chiilt afcended up on 


9, 10) pr © high, which he received for (+) and 


paren- © Top unto men ? He gave ſoin Apo=« 
Et 


" :5,and ſom Prophers,and ſom Evang- 


— Eat © }iſts, and {um Paſtors and T eackers, 
wverſu 11. redit ad ſuperiora, hoc eſt, ad explicanda dona ali- 


quot de 7,u bs dixerat in eenere, dedit dona hominibus Zanch, 
ad Epheſ 4,10 (t SFſal. 68 18. 


Set,s, Fithly onething isyet bebind. Why 
muſt choſe that are authoritatively from 
Chriſt to teach others in the Church, 
have the Office committed t) them, as 
well as be qualified for that office? Why? 
Ic is for the honour of Chriſt, for the 
happineſte of the Church, and for the 
hope and heartning of ſuch teachers 
themſelves. 

SeR. 1. It 1s for the hononr of Chriſt, 
Which is the great delign, that grace 
hath co carry on, by all the various me- 


thods 
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chods and miniftrations of it, by.all Of- 
ficers, and by all Ordinances. Had he 
thrown the rezns of his Church, King- 
dom and cauie looſe, to the /iberty, or 
rather /x/?s of men, take hee that will : 
teach he that will ; who could have then 
read (uch his accurate prudence ? (uch his 
abſolute power ? and ſuch his affivence of 
perfettions, azjare now made legible in 
treating his own affairs, by thoſe only 
that are of his own appointment, and 
can (hew his royall patent? Alas / what 
conveniency would this at all bear co 
his cranſcendant dignity, and moſt ta- 
king glory,whereot the greateſt royalties 
a:: but poor reſemblances? Wil men call 
him the wonderfull Counſellor, the Prince of 


peace, ( T! ) the King of kings, and Lord 0 u IC. 9.6.3 
Lords ? * that eicher hath n+vera Secre- *)rey,x 5, 
tary, Herald, Embafſadour,or ſo much as 16, | 


3 Steward by office, by whom the grand 
importances of his Court 2nd Crown 
may be tran ſa&ed on the one hand ?or is 
ſo little tender of theſe great truſts, and 
his own tranſa&ions on the ocher ; that 
whoſoever hath buc will and kill, fore- 
head and fitnz{s enough, may without 
further leave from him or his, lay hold 
E 4 upon 


Chriſs Commiſſion-Ofieer : 
upon theſe offices, and leap into the 
higheſt honour? Need I remind you, 
that ſuch are the offices, ſuch is the ho- 
nour to be a Mi:.iſter of Jeſus? Is it ſpi- 
, ritually? Well; the more fpirituall 
the office a: d h-,ncur is, the more need 
in a juſt ſenſe, of his putiing them into a 
ſecurity, from the fleſbly preſumptions 
and forward pretenfions of vain men, 
who are but too deſirous of being teach- 
exs of others, even betore they under- 
land what they ſay, or whereof they 
afh;:m themſclves, 1 Tim, I. 7, Or at 
leatt uf heaping untv themſelves teach- 
ers, having itching ears, 2 Tim. 4. 3. It is 
true, | ac«nowledge that pious Minilters 
are {0 far fiom being accounted oidina- 
rily to the honour of Chritt ; that wee 
are made rarher with Pax/, the filch of 
the wor'd, and the oft-{(couring of all 
things, 1 C o7.4.13. But what ſaith Pas/? 
God ho commanded the | 'oht to ſhine our 
of darkze(s. hath (hined in our hearts to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God, inthe face of Feſus Chriſt, 2 Cor 4.6, 
and if our brethren be enquired of ( ſaith 
he ) they are the glory of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 8. 
ver. 23, And nv marvail, for b:{1des the 


expreſe 
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expreſſions to his glory by them, ſuch are 
the :mpreſſioxs of his glory upon them, 
not « nely in their Miniſteriall gifts and 
graces,which bcſpeak them qual. fied for 
this Othce by Chriſt, but in the Minifte- 
riall authority and adminiſtrations, which 
beſpeak them Commiſſioned to this Of- 
fice from Chrift, Ar.d indeed, what other 
are his Miniſters, Paſtors, and Teachers 
amcrg us; bur the ſpeaking gifts, and 
Banding pledges of Chriſt*s glorious aſcen« 
fron for us > andof his gracious and great 
affettions to us, Epheſ. 4, $, 11, compa- 
red. 

Seft' 2. It is for the happineſs of the 
Church likewife,which is next to his Fa+ 
thers honcur, in the aym and heart 'of 
Chriſt. Ir is for her ex/argement, edifica- 
tion, and eſtabliſhment, as the Apolile at 
large inſtanceih and illuſtrateth in the 
ſame, Epheſ. 4, 12, T3, 14, 15, verſere 
For the perfeCtir;g of the Saints, &c. 
Throw upen but this door once, that 
gifts, and a defire to exerciſe them make 
a Miniſter, and you may (too late) per- 
ccive well-nigh, all that z5 dear to the 
Church gorng ont, and whatſoever is divi- 
| ding and deſtruGive commg in,by the fame 
| door 
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Chrift's Commiſſion Officer : 
door, both ſpeedily and irremediably, | 
What Cor ah and his complices will nut | 
cell Aaron and Moſes tootTe take too much 
#pon you; ſeting all the Congregation. are 
holy, every one of them, and the Lord is a+ 
mong them : wherefore then lift you up your 
ſelves above the Congregation of the Lord, 
Numb. 16 3.Nor coutd lever yet hear of 
any thing more eminent among them, 
than is error and cortulion, who have 
eaken qualifications to give Ci mmilliun, 
Alas ! this muſt needs break the unity, 
and blaſt the purity of the Chuiches 
quickly. 

N. 1. It muſt needs break the unity of 
the C hu ches, ( a bleſſing how d+firable 
In it {c!t? aid how dear to our Saviour) 
if nuthing bur fi:neſs and forwardneſs bee 
requiſite to make au Officer or Miniſter, 
Wo to the Comm 3n-wealth of this 
I{rael ! If every one that had ability, had 
therefore authoricy too; If every one 
that probably is, or preſumeth himſelf 
to be fic for ſuch or ſuch an Office, were 
thereby put into it,and mult be ſo obey- 
ed: oritevery one, who is qualified fr, 
muſt bee therefore counted a Judge, Ju- 


ſtice, yea, or but a Conftable. Fath God | 
| provided 


An Ordination-Sermon, 
I provided agarnft ſuch intruſions upon civill 
| Offices? and will he permit it in ſacred » 
Taken ſuch care tn order to the 1ccord and 
quiet of the Common wealth ? and hath he 
thrown it by with reſpect to his Church , 
which is ſo much dearer :o h:m than ave all 
the Societies in the world beſide ? Who 
would be r/ed, it but to preſume our 
ſelvs qualified, would make us rwlers, ci- 
ther in Chu:ch or State? Surely this 
would make the militant Church, like 
that mr/itary body, where qualifications 
to cominand were a commiſſion for a 
Company : The Chvrch (hould have all 
Officers and no Souldrers quickly ; and if 
it did n..t run wich ſuch an army into 
bloed and confuſion, yet would ſoon and 
ſurely ran with ic into b:trerzeſſe and 
contentions, * He that can ſecure me the 
© peace and unicy of that Kingdome , 
Fyhere every one thats fit,may bethere- 
© by ſzpreme ; or of that County, whe 
Cevery one that is fit, may be thereby 
© Sheriffe ; or but of chat Corporations, 
© where every one that is fir, may be 
© thereby Maior, ſhall be ( with me ) a 
| ©:zone-ſuch among men, and may per- 
| * (wade, if any, that the beauty and har- 
© monle 
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_ Chriſt”s Commiſſion-Officer: | 
* mony of the Churches of J.us mav be 5 
, preſerved too, wherein every one chat 
*;adgeth himſelf fc, is thereby made a 
© Miniiter and Officer. Let mn add his, 
© of Mmiſters are not Officers,* the C hurch 
© hath none ; For who <elic can thew me 
ſo clear evidcnc:s? And it men may bee 
© bold with his Office in the Charch, to 
© inveſt themſelvs with it,and to ex: cute 
© ar pleaſure, why they ſhould be back- 
* ward to, or baulk any other Office, 1 
© know not ; For this of all ot%ers is 
moſt ſacred and moſt circumſcribed, And 
if all Offices lye in common where (hall we 
look. for the Churches Concord ? Ah Sirs ! 
have wee read the 12 to the Romans |, 
from the the 3 tothe 9,5r the 1 Cor, 12? 
And can we think our blefſed head and of 
Maſter, in wh-m are hid all the trea» 

ſures of wiſdome and kindnefle, fo 
renifſe about conf: rring Offices ? and 
ſo regardlefſe of the Churches concord |, 
as this amounts to ? What! are there | 
ſo many unities ? and all with reſpe&t 
had to the Church? Ore body, and 
one ſpirit , even as they are called in 
one hope of their calling; one Lord , | 
one faith , one baptiſm , one God and | 
F ather 
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Father of ail. who is above all, and through 


all, and in them all t ph. 4.5,6. Loy 
therefore C br:fi bath given Poſtours and 
Teachers { names of Oftice ) verſe 8, 
Il. that they may kzep th: unity of the 
pirit m the bondof peace, veri- 3. and 
that tiil we all come in the ugitty of the faith 
Oc-wver, 13. 

N. 2. This will bla#t.the pnrity of the 
Chxrches coo, ard I-c in ( what rot? ) 
that is deſtcutive to verity, ard the 
power of Godlineſſe, It our ſtiiring 
times have not given ſufficient teſti- 
monie to this ſad truth, I know not 
what times ever did or (hall. What 
through wncallcd Preachers; and uncates= 
chiſed hearers, Oh! the havock and 
convulſions that are made m the Churches 
of Feſw ! And inde d, wh. canexp 
but that thoſe, who will 241917 or viclently 
enter upon the A7;n:ery with Ordie 
nation , (hall Uarunſe verturorſiy ene 
ploy themſeiuves m it , withual ebloye 
V41108 ?  Witneſſe thoſe falſe learlers 


whereof Peier tells vs. 2 Ptei, Chaps 
ter 2, aid iud', from the our th 
4 40) the Let ch vIirle, Who 
Imay, or Low can wee exvelt 
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Chriſt's Commiiſſion-Officer- 
other, than unſeiledneſſe in the lave of the 
Goſpell? and unſonndn:ſſe in the life of 
goalmſſ: from that man, or mengwho ſhake 
off the order of the Goſyell? Surely, they] 
that heap to themſelvs teachers, walk but 
after their own laſts therein,and have itch» 
mg ears, turned [rom ihe trath,and unto fa. 
bles. 2 Tim. 4. 3,4+ And cheretore whe 
ther chey that make themſglvs reachers 
are like to walk in the law of God, and| 
to lead you in the ways of thattruth| 
which is according cogod{inefle, judg 
ye ? What lefle can b- ſaid chan this ? 
That 1m:aſurimg themſelvs by themſelves, | 
and com\.armg themſ:lus among themſelvs, 
thez are not wiſe : and if the premitles be 
cunidered, how wicked / 

Set, 3 Jt's for the beartmng and 
comfort of ſuch teachers, that beſide qua- 
Iit:cauions, they ſhall have the Otfice 
committed to tnem -: their comtoriable 
incourag.menc much conducing to the | 
credit and interefſe of that King Jeſus, | 
whoſe Embaffadours they are. Sirs ! 
the duties, d fficulties, and diſcourages | 
ments of MMiſters , how warions | 
are they ? how involved ! And alas ! what 
ſorry things are our beſt qualificacions 
£0 
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An Ordniation- Sermon. 
to ſupport us, withour che ſtrong aid of 
that grace,which (ers betore us the bene « 
fic ot our C: mmithcn, to ſtay and cheer 
our hearts. Who of vis, my brethren,bur 
muſt c: nteſs with Part, that wee are not 
ſuffict:m of our ſelvs, ſo mach as to think, 
any thing as of our ſelus } Where then js 
our ſe fficrencie ? aud wha: is Ou: ſupport 
Our \uthciency is of Gud, who ailo haik 
made uz able M.nifte;8ot che New Teſta- 
ment, 2 Cer. 3.5, 6. That God, who hath 
made us Miniflors, # the ſpring head of 
our ſrifficiencies in the diſt harge and exer- 
ciſe of our Miniftry; and that Ged hath 
made us Miniſters, is the ſtay and baſis of 
our hopes un all che difficult emergencies of , fl. 
owr Miniſtry, * That our Gcd hath ſentr;q, irs, 
"bs, is the ftablithing conſideration, a-x2. 
gaivit all d:ſpondencics and diſcourage- 
ments, that he will tupp!y, ſtrengthen, 
fecure,and work all cur works in as and 
for us. And Lo, by this it is, that God 
would have us to chide down our fears 
and to keep up our faith. 1 ſanftified thee, 
ſaith he to Jeremie, and 1 ordained thee a 
Prophet unto 1he Natiohs. Doth Jeremie 
fay:A' Lord God!/i ama child, behold 1 
cannot ipeak, Ay, but hear what chs 
Lord 


Chrift's Commiſſion- Officer : 
Lord fſaich unto Jeremy; ſay not! 
am a child, for thou thalt go to all chat 
I (hall ſend chee, and whatſoever | com- 
mand thee thon (halc ſpeak : Be zot af* 
fraid of therr faces ;, for 1 am with thee to 
delryer thee ſaith the Lord ; Behold, I have 
made thee a defenced City Kc Fer.1-5.6,7, 
$.18,19.Ah beloved, God doth theretore 
Commiſſion us, to corroborate and 
comfort our hearts, and to confirm us 
you (ce againſt hardfhips, © Oh the tears 
© and rencations, that every m:in of Gul 
© is ſubj}& to ! without are fightinge, 
* within are fears: And in the midd'(t 
© of ſo many inward diſtrattions, and out - 
© ward diſtreſſes,, while ſuch is the dith- 
Eculty of our province, ſuch the d-bi'ity 
© of our perſons,ſfuch thedecei:fulneſs of 
© tin, ſuch the deluſions of Saian, ſuch 
© the deſperate ſtubborneſs of the world, 
© {ſuch 'the depths and heights of the 
*Word, and tuch the danger and worth 
© of immortall ſouls, for which we muſt 
"give an account ; In the midd'it of all 
© chis. how would our hearts gather aſto« 
© »iſhmext | and our hopes go down into de- 
© [pair, did nor the ſenſe ot this truch,and 
* the {weet fruits that grow upon bs fs 
| ace 
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<[ace our fouls. I Go#hath et, :Gbd 
© will ſecond me 4 if God hath put me Hiro 


© the Minitiry, he wilt proſper me in the 
©Miniſtry 3 it he hath grven me a-Com- 
© miſſion, he will not deny me his- qorour= 
© Fence; he that appointed me co this Oriice, 
© will accomplith kisends by and upon 
5 me ih this Othce :* Theſe, theſe are-the 
© comforts of a Commiſſioned, if conſtients« 
@ o#s Miniſter, Be the 1uccefs wharie wil, 
cif he be fincere and (ent, he is to'God a 


© {weet ſavour; thotgh'im them thar'pe-- 


©riſh+2* Cor- 2. 15416. and Got Is his 
ftength- and rewa' d;\ though be hach 
© {perit his own ſtrength co no purpole, 
© [ſa. 49. 445- 

A fﬀtcang:r.,an uncfficed preacher bath 
not to! intermeddle with this joy.” Bac 
Oh the tweet Cordiali ! and comftortas 
ble tavour, of our jnveſtitu: e with vwHte 
Othce buth unco-us 2ahd you! when 


boih vou and we ſhall ca] ro mind;'thie” 


we are nt barely the ſervants, but-the 
ſtewards ot Chit; or on ly-the ſuhjefts, 
but the Embaſſudours of -ubrift, and fo 
wharſocycr we bind or lovic, beie-ch 
or charg-, retvke or comturr, 1s at if 
God did it ; as though God did beſeoeh you 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer - 
by us; we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead,2 Core 
$. 20. Chit hath bid us go teach, bap* 
tize, &c,Lo, 1 am with you, Mat 28» 
199-20, But the unofliced preacher hath 
neithep part nor lot in this promiſe ; tor 
be ic fuppoſtd, that Chriſt hach given 
him fect, beſtowed abilicics ; yet hath 
he nok bid him go, granted him auchort- 
ty: and whocas hope, that Chriſt will go 
with bim,that goeth befare Chriſt, or rather 
ſteals away before he [ent him? Will hee 
be with che Prophets that run,and he.nos 
ſent them ? Nay, [ am againſt theſe. Pro- 
phers,, ſaith the Lird, Jeremi, 23. 21. 30» 
31, 32» | 

USE, 


Having thus explained and evinced 
the af{cr:ion or obſervation ; give mee 
leave now tO exerciſe my (elf and you, a 


being r3. While, in the app/ccation. 1 ſhall not be ve- 
afrerward ry long; neither the firaights of time, * 
to be or- nor indeed my ſtrength, permitting it. 


I ſhal cherefore lay bur three Les of this 
point before you.- The firſt for humilia- 
tion and conſternation, the ſecond for 
holy caution, the third in way of hearty 
counfell. 

Ute Is 
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Hin Ordindtion-Sermon. 
; 'Uſe 1. Of hambling conſternation. ls it 
ſo, that ſuch as are tv teach authorita- 
tively in the Chutch , or Miniſters of 
Chriſt, muſt be both men qualified for 
the Otice, and have the Ofhce commitr- 
ted co them ? Oh! what matter of hum 
bling conſternation and holy contuſion 
betoce the Lord doth this call for from 
us this day ? Oh that mine head were 
waters , & mine eyes a fountain of tears; 
that I might weep day and night for 
theſlain ( ſhall I ſay, or for the fouls? ) 
of the daughrer of my people, Fer. 9. 1- 
Partſy through urqualified Miriiftcrs of 
the one fide,and partly through wncom- 
miſlioned Miniſters on the other ftde. Oh 
the ravine and ruiney that is made of 
mulrticudes of ſouls! one whereof is 
more. worth than all Emglird, aH* the 
Indies, yea, than all the world. Ah firs / 
how have holy things been profaned? 
how have heavenly things been polla- 
ted ? and how mich, how long have 
wholeſome truchs been peryerted, what 
berween this and that cXtream ? Who of 
us is ſuch a ſtranger in Exgland, but un- 
leſs deafe doth hear? that unleſs blind 
doth ſee? and ig fenſuall or ſtupid; 
2 


uy 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 
but muſt fgh, ad ſmite wpon ewr thighs in 
the {ad remembrances ot theſe things ! 
Oh ! how hath God been and is yer diſ- 
bonuuced by ic? How hath the Golpel 
been, and is yet deſpiſed by it ? and how 
hath gudlincis been, and is yer derided 
tor it, to thisday ? Ay, and for this, note 
wichitanding all cur engagements and 
endeavours tor a Reformatiun,; he. land 
mourns and ly«th unreformed, even-to 
this hour. And now, Oh that we could 
cons I am that we ſhould ) mourn be- 
ore the Lord for theſe things. | 
| Sed, 1- Let us mourn for unqualified 
| Miniſters. O beloved / how many have 
walk:d( and Oh that 1 ſhould mention 
it without weeping ! Jwalked under the 
calling of Miniſters,that have not been wor= 
thy to be ca'led men? but have been ra- 
ther like che Mule for ignorance the, 
. Goat for luſt.and the Swine for dtunk- 
enneſſe,than like the Minitters of Jeſus; 
ſuch whoſe God hath been their belly, 
whoſe Goſpel hath been their barn, 
whote glory hath been their ſhame, 
| * Ad Cleri; Non. Paſtores, ſed predatores ; non pre- 
1 __ hs pow; Wu nn » as Bernard * elc- 
| ©2144  pantly declaimeth the prophane Prieſts 
\ Rhemeinfte P P eſpecially 
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' An Ordmation Sermon, 
eſpecially the Prelates of his time; 
Soul-thieves and murderers, rather 
than true Miniſters. 2inifters (ball 
1 call them in Divmity > monſters they 
are in Morality. Beaſts in mens ſhapes, 
rather than Miniſters, which ought to 
bee the beſt of meu, Oh the build- 
ing up of ſin / the betraying of our 
Saviour's intercfſe / and the blood of 
immortall ſoulr, that will bee requi- 
red at your hands ! I ſay at your 
bands, it any ſuch are here. What! 
thou that teacheſt another, teachefi 
thou not thy felt? Art a lighc-co 
them that fit in darkneſs, and yet 
the light that is in thee js but dark- 
nefſe? TelPRt others of a narrow way 
to heaven, and yet art treading thy 
ſelf the broad way to hell > Pref{- 
eſt humilicy, holinefſe, and heaven- 
ly-mindedneſſe in the Pulpir, and 
there is nought but pride, profane- 
nefſe , coveteouſneſſe, or contention 
in thy praftice? Warr't others a- 
gainlſt all ſinne, and againſt all ap- 
pearance of finne, and ro adorn the 
dofrine of God our Saviour in all 
things, as ever they would enjoy 
= bim 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 
him or heaven; and yet walkeft thy 
feif, as if there were neither fin, nor 
ſuffering, God or Goſpell, hell or hea- 
ven, to be ihnt into, or ſhut out from? 
And art thou a Minifter ( thinkeſt thou) 
that Chriſt wil, & Chrittians muſt own? 
Oh ! how will Chriſt ſhake off ſach 
opheſiers in his name, in the open 
view and proſpe& both of men and 
Angels at the laſt day? ard profeſfe 
unto them, 1 never knew you, i, e, 1 ne- 
ver owned you, Depart from mee yee that 
wa k iniquity. Ah wretches) take yee 
my Covenant into your months, and take 
wp my Commiſſion as Miniſters , and yet 
trove like miſcreants? Verily if there be 
a furnace of divine vengeance heated 
one ſeven times more, then uſua!l; thefe 
fhall fill ics ifthere be an hotcer place 
in hell than others, theſe ſhall have and 
howl in it. It yon will not receive it 
from mee, read I pray, Ron. 2. 17. to 
theend, Mat. 7,22. 23. Pſalm 50. x5, 
Hof + 6. Rev. 19. 20, 21. O Chritiais, | 
have you no tea:s left for theſe men? |* 
no bowels of pity and compaſſion ? * 
eſpecially when the Church of Chrift jz | 
ſo conceined inth:m? Alas! without |: 
eminent þ 


An Ordination-Sermon. 
eminent repentance, there remains no« 
thing but wo, wo,ws,tor them. For wrath 
and aftoniſhment, for horrour and a. 
mazement, for 'blackneſfſe and chains 
under darkneſs are ſuch reſerved, for ever 
and ever; Such Angels, whoſoever 
ſcape, ſhall be ſure to be tormented among 
the damned Devills, 

Set. 2. Let ws monrn for uncommiſſio= 
ned Miniſters, Miniſteri\do | mean ſuch? 
nay rather they are bu/ic-brdics in other 
mens matters. Miniſters by intruſion 
they are,and equivocally ; but not by 
inveſtiturenot propetly ; if in title, yet 
not in tr#th. Their judgement pro- 
ceeds of themſelves, and uſually are 
in judgement and for deſtru&ion' to 
the fheep ; not for the preſervation, but 
for the. perdition of the ſouls that are 
led by, and liſten to them 3 witneſſe 
thoſe Jeremiah 14. 14, 15, 16, and Chap, 
27. 25. 2 Pet,2,1.&c, Souſuall hath 
it been, for |elf-Miniſters, to be ſoul-mur- 
derers, Nor do the Prophets onely de- 
claim ſuch for falſe Prophets, who run, 
and God ne're fent them with -thac 
meſſage ; but ſuch likewiſe who run and 
God never fentthe men : orit you will, 


F 4 ſuch 


192 | Chriſt's Commiſſion- Officer : 


X. 


* Jerc23. ugh whopropheſied & God neverſemt them, 
21 aswel a5 thoſe who propheſicdwhat God never 
ard 14.14 ſpoke to them. |6 1s true that ordinarily 
35+ boihihele wet jn one and the ſame per- 
ſons. Andis it not astrue as. familiar 
apd frequent in our times? It never 
was ( I amapt to think ) more uſuall in 
Tſracl, than now it is in E»g/ard, that 
ſuch who prophe fie without deſignation or 


warrant frim God, propheſie the deceit of 


*Exck.13-their own hearts, inſtead of the Word of 
1,2,3z17. God. * And are 1z;ot ſuch, think we, for 
Jer. 14+1;+ a }amentation ? yea, and let them. be for 
223-16, a Jamentation, Oh triends! theſe, theſe 
ul are they, that have b: en {0 much com- 
plained of by God, Jeremiah 23. 21,32s 
{o tauch cautioned to the gudly, Fer. 9, 
ver. 8, 9. So much the curſe of that 
Prince, who hath giyen them counte- 
nance, 1 Kings 22s verſe 1. ad 37, and 
haye ſo miſciably cheated , and per- 
niciouſly corrupted the people that 
have repuſed confidence, or taken com- 


# war, 9. Placencic in them, Ezekjel 13. verſe 4. 


15-8 24, 44 . 17- Oh Chriſtians ! as there 
22,2425, Were falſe Piophe s alſo among the 
4 people, hath not Chiiſt foretold * 
| &c "oor there ſhall -bee falſe teachers 

| among 


An Ordination-Sermon, 
gmons you ? and have not our 
eyes ſeen them ? men of the ſame cha- 
rafter, and of .the ſame cariage, which 
he foietold ? and have not the ſame ſad 
conſequences been found among us , 
who have read their deſcription deluſions, 
ard dreadfull iſſues in the 2 Petg2, andin 
the Epiſtle of Jude? Sirs,that our ſouls 
could weep in ſecret for them } and for 
the Church, Cauſe and Covenant of 
our God, that ſuffer through and by 
them! And as for you the Prophets and 
M.niſters of God, let me ſay to every 
one of you from the Lord, what was 
ſome ime ſaid unto Ezekiel. Son of man, 
ropheſie againſt the Prophets of 1ſrael! 
Saith he,of Ezglard lay I, to you)rhat 
propheſie,& ſay unto them that prophe ſie out 
of their own hearts: Hear ye the word of the 
Lord. Thus ſaith the Lord God,'Wo unto the 
fooliſh Prophets,that follow their own ſpirit, 
and have ſeen nothing @ c.EzcK-13+2,2,&cg 
Uſe 2. Ot holy cancion, Is it fo thar 
ſuch who are to teach authoritatively 
in the Cburch muſt be both qualified for 
the Oitice, and have the Office commit- 
ted to them ? I have this co beleech and 
beg, to con;mand and charge Fourronn 
an 
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Chrift's Commiſſion Officer ; 
and by the Lord. Take heed, Oh! take 
heed, of adventuring upon publick aw 
thoritative teaching in his Church, till 
you have both of theſe ; parts and pow- 
er , qualifications and commiſſion gt- 
ven you of Jeſus Chriitt. 

SeR. i» Do not adventure upon this Of= 
fice without qualfications, This is tuch 
an Office, that ( what head is fo abie! 
Whac beart is ſo accurace and honcft ! ) 


. who is <qua)l coir ? Ir the Apoſtle cry- 


eih out Tis ixays; who is equall or fuf- 
ficient? 2C'or. 2. 16. What muſt we do 
who are nut more ſhort, of his Apoftle- 
ſhip, than weare ot hi: abilities ?. Sure- 
ly no life can be too good, no learning can 
be too great for the Miniſtry, nay or good or 
great enough. A Paſtor among his peo- 
ple, like Sa#/ among his ſubjes, ſhould 
be higher at leaſt by head and ſhouldiers 
both for fidelity and for ability, for 


ſoundneſſe of apprehentions, for ſimpli- | 


city of affetions and tor fincerity and 
unbiaſtneſle in all his ations, Like Ez,- 
ra, one that hath prepared his heart to ſeek. 
the law of the Lord, and to doit, andio 
teach in Iſrael ſtatutes and judgments , 
Ezra 7. 10, Who- ever may be blane-wore 

thy, 
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_ ' An Ordination-S ermon,” 
"thy a biſhop muſt be blameleſſe as the Stew- 
ard of God, 1 Tim 3.2, as the Apoftle 
inculcateth twice together, Tit. 3.6, 7. 
Nor is it enough chat he be geod really 
but he muit hayc a good report ; and this 
not only of chem that are within, but 
of them likewiſe, whick are without, 
1 Tim. 3- 7- But becauſe "cis, not life, 
ſo much as learning,which is now adays 
made the matter of queſtion, if nor of 
contumely and contention ; Ler mee 
have che liberty to leave my ſenſe in 
this likewiſe. And [befeech you,let nog 
pride, let not prejudice, ler not precipi- 
tancy, or What-eyer elſe, ſhut up your 
ears, or ſtop your hearts againſt ic. Oh! 
never think that you are apt tobe teachers 
of others,unleſſe you are able ta teach athers 
 «lfſo. Know that ſuch a one had need be 
full of goodnefle, and filled with al 
knowledg, whois fit ( eſpecially of Ot- 
fice ) toadmoniſh others Rom, 15. 14. 
Full of judgment and of mighc, 4c, 3.8 
He had need with Ezra,bea ready. ſcribe 
in the Law of God, Ezra 7. 6. a ſcribe 
inſtrutcd to the Kingdom of God A1a!y 
13. 52. one of pickt and choice abilitics 
and cxperience, worth and wiſdome ; a 
| meſſenger 


_ 


Chrift's Commiſſion Officer : 
meſſenger, and interpreter oneamong a 
thouſand, Fob 33. 23+ an able Miniſter 


" of the New Teftameiit, 2 Cor 3. 6. 


> 2Pet, 2, 


© Well may ſuch be :ecxoned by our 
« Apoſtleamong the /mpoftors of the laſt 


I. cum 12. times, who underſtand not,\ a ) but are 


b 2 Pet, 
3. 8. 


* willingly ignorant{ b) of which fort are 
© they that creep into houſes, andlead 
© captive ſilly women laden wich tins, 
© led away of divers luſts, cyer learning, 
© and never ableto comero the know- 
©ledg of the truth. 2 7599.3 6.7. But 
© never{were, or ſhall they be reputed a- 
© mong the Paſtors of the laſt times; for 
© theſe are to hold taft the faithful word 
as they have been taught,and are able by 
ſound dorine both to exhort and cons 
© vince che gain-ſayers Tit» 3,9, Theſe 
© caſt not off, but continue in the things 
© which they have learned and been aſ- 
© ſured of. 2 T1, 3. 14. Ago! Miniſter 
of Chriſt is one nouriſhed up in the words of 
faith, and of good dottrine whereunta hee 
hath attained. 1 Tim, 4. 6. True it is, 
that wee are fallen among men and 
times, that diſcourage , diſſuade and 
diſgrace learning - but ler not that de- 
terug, Who are not ( through og) 

WiItn=- 
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out ſuch, that on the other hand, quic- 
kn, cheriſh, countenance it, 'and ſpeak: 
comfortably unto all the Levites that teach 
the good kyowledg of the Lord,'c lc's true, 


ſome would have us Preachers like 7e-; chro.zoc 
roboams Prieſts, oniy of the loweſt of the 22. 


people. 1 Kmy: 22. 3 1:at leaft; for lite- 
rature ( not ty mention /rvelyhood.)And 


well may ſuch indeed paſſe for tie. 


Prieſts of Jercbsam, for ( with rhe 'cis 
beyond 'd-ubr ) they are not'the Prea- 


chers of Jeſns,i.e, by his allowance and 


appointment. No; Chriſtians, his are 
approved workmen, that need not be aſha- 
wed, rightly dividing the word of truth, 
2 Tim 2. 15, The Paſtors after his heart 
are ſuch,as ſhall (and therefore can ) feed 
his People with knowledg and 'underſtane 
ding, Jer. 3 15. vt blind ſeers, igno= 
rant watch-men, or Shepherds that car 
not underſtand Iſai, Chap. 56, verſe 
Io, Ii. I do nor fay, butyoumay 
be good men, and have bur little or 
no learning; but 1 dare not ſay, 
you will make good- Miniſters with 
out learning;for huw ſhould you? T pray 
conlider. 

N, 1. 


my 


Chriſt's Conomiſſion-Officer - 
N. 1: ill not your yelations to God call 
x you. for learning i. Re jimploysnone 
tre he wiſe and Fairbſwl to > his Stews=, 
ards, Mat, 13.5%. How can you bee 
4 Jer rs, his mouth ('4)- bis, meſſengers? (ce) 
x9. , orthe mx of od( f elſe, who areto 
elſa, 42. make. known the myſteries of kis-Goſ- 
Firi 5, pel1? If you are the mouth of God; 
iz, let us hear you ſpeak, ar the Oracles of 
| God. 1 Pet, Chapter 4 verſe 11. | Who, 
do by lj 4 proof of Chriſt ſpeaking 
. in andby you(g) if you are the Mel 
ſengers of the Lord of Hoſts + Let us 
ſee that. your lips do preſerve knowledg, 
that mtn may find the law. at your monch 
Malac. Chapter 2. verſe 7, And if 
you are mg* of God , make us at 
leat ſome way 4enlible , that 
you are [urniſhed with inſtrultions to 
every good work, 2 Tim. Chap. 3 verſe 
17, aig 
N . 2.111 not your relations to the people 
one. call upon you for learning ? Theſe. you 
314.9. 16, 0Ught to warn ard teach in all wiſedom, 
& Mat 13. Col, 1. 28. How ſhall yoube their lights? 
$2. their leaders, and tnſtrutters elſe unto 
the Kingdom of God? If you are blind lea- 
ders of the blind, both ſhall fall imo the 
ditch, 
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ditch, Mat. 15- 14» And a dreadfull 
thing ic wiil b: toc youif God's people are 
deſtroyed for lack, of knowledge in you, 
Hoſ 4+ 6. Yowr lips ſhould preſerve know- 
ledge tor the people, as a publick ſtore- 
houſe ; and they muſt ſeek the law at your 
month, Mal. 2. 5. it there ariie, matters 
tov hard for them, they muſt arife and 
atk you, Dent, 17.8.4d 12 Exch, 44. 
24+ And how thall you teach rbem, if 
ye areyettolearn ihe Oracles of God 
your ſelves ? Heb. 5. 12. Thou that 
teacheſt another, teacheſt thou ot thy ſelf,. 
ſaich the Apoſtle 2 Row, 2: 12, | 
N. 3. Will not the requiſites and duties 
of your office call upon you for learning ? 
Surely the Law ſhould not pop from the 
Preeſt, nor counſel from the wiſe, nor the 
Word from the Prophet, Jer. 18- 18. Men 
may declaim humane or School-learne. 
Ing very contidently ; but whereunto 
will a Minitter's duty ariſe, unleſs he be 
| £icniſhed with ſome competency there= 
of ? How ſhall hee convince gain ſayers 
withour it, * (batting them up in their 4, . >, 
argum:nts and anſwers? or ftop the | 
mouths of the learned adverſaries, who 
fly either ro the originall texts, or ro 
S thoſe 


A&y2vlocs 
tnlyrer, 


Chrift's Commiſſion-Offier + 
| thoſe orderly contexturesot eruth which 
have received the allowatice and con-' 
ſent both of reachers and Chtiiftians, to 
ſtand as waximes of unqueſtionable | 
truths ? Beſides how ſhall he rightly di- 
vide the'word of truth elſe, 2 Tim. 2.15. 
or reconcile the Scriptures which ſeem 
ingly differ, if he hath no' acquaintance 
wich Logick, Rhetorick, or G. ammar ? 
Again, how ſball he reveal the ſenſe of 
Scriptures entirely, and caule the people f 
to underſtand the reading ? Nehems. 8, 
ver. 7,8. Eſpecially, fince there are fo 
U)Ezek.r1y Many riddles (/)and dark fayings ( m ) 
2+ in them, and all expolitions of, and vb- 
m)PL78.2. ſervations from them, are to bear ſuch 
exaCt accord to, and to be «xamined by. 
the original), which the Holy Ghoſt in- 
ſpired. Nay, or how (hall ke ſo much as: 
read the Scriptures intelligently withcut 
ſome hamane teachings and learning ? 
Deliver this Bible to one that is not at 
all learned, ſaying, read this | pray you, - 
and mult he not tay I cannor, tor I am 
not learned ! Iſa. 29. 12, Had wee to - 
do with no more then Par/'s Epiitles 5 
| how many things muſt be acknowledged 


I in them ,both hard to be underiiood, »nd 
| | hard 
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hard to be utterred ? ( » ) But what do , 
the unlearned and bl ns ? Let Peter 28 mh 
t Il you : They wreſt them,as they 4alſo 
the otherScriptures,znto therr own deſtr u+ 
Elon, 2 Pet.3Z. 16,” Tis in vain turell me 
that Jeſus Chriſt was not l:arned. For 
doth not he himſelf affure me otherwilc? 
1c Lord God hath given me the tongue of 
the learned, 11d yened mme ear to hear as 
the learned, Iſa. 50, 4. And do not his 
ſ auditors aſſure me the {aine too > Mat. 
I 3. 54455+« Joh.7.15. Say you the Apo= 
#tles were not learned? and as for the 
Prophets how illicterate were they { But 
firs, do the Scriptures ſay the ſame like- 
wile? Indeed was 2sſes ſuch un 2ne,who 
was learned in all the wiſedom of the 
Egvptians ? At. 7 22. or was Darielto 
whum God had given «kill in all learns 
ning and wiſedom ? Dar. 1. 17. Or was 
Pas! that was brought up at the feet of 
Gamalie!l, Att. 23. 5, and was ſo emi- 
ncntly verſed both in humane Jearning 
( o) arddivine, that Feſtus thinks much 
learning had made him even mad ? Att:26«\x;r _ 
24. Again, were Samuel, Eltjahor Eliſha gg, i, 0 
{ſo unlearned, who had to many pupills, 
and bred up ſo many ſcholars, which 
G Were 
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Chriſt s Commiſſion-Ofſicer : 
were called ſonsof the Prophets, at Nai- 
6th, Bethel, Ferichs, and Gilgall, which 
were in this reipeCt litrle other thar 
Univeciities and Schools of learning ? 
2 Sam. 19,19, 20. 2 Kings 2.2 3,5,12« 


and 4.33. as weread of a Colledge at 
Jeruſalem Vikewile, 2 Chron, 34 22. and 


2 Kings 22.14. Trae it is, that grace cal- 


led many ſuch to be Prophets and Apo- 
ftles, who were unlearned: but then the 
ſame grace which called, did by and by 
quality cthewith learning,that they were, 
as Micah ſaith of himſeif, fl! of power by 
the Spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and 
of might, Micah 3, $8. It they had not 
learting by outward education,they had 
tearning by inwaid inſpiration , 
and ſpake as they w:re moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, 2 Per. 1-21. If they had not 
acquired learning, 7. e. by their own ftu- 
dies, they had ( which is better ) infuſed 
tearning by ihe Spirit of grace, The 
Spiric did fti!! make an extraordinary 
ſupply of learning from himſelf, unto 
{ach as were allowed of him in the Mini- 
firy, that were w'thout an ordinary ſup- 
pl; the: cot by Schools of learning. To 
one Was given faith Par, by the Spiric 
the 
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the word of wiſedom, to aother the word of 
yo? the ſame Spirit to another prophe« 
fregto another diſcerning of ſpirits to another 
diverſe kinds of tor gues,to another the 1at er = 
pretation of tongues; all which were wrounht 
bythe ſelf ſame Spirs.,x Cor. 128,10 ,11. 

2. Se. Do not adventnre Ap3N prublick, 
anthoritative teaching mthe Charch with- 
ont 4 commiſſion, If you expe the aſlt- 
ſtance, acccprance, ailowance, and ap- 
probation pf Chiiſt; On! do not ad- 
venture upon it, withour authority firſt 
given you of Chriſt, It ati: Cratjon, it a- 
varice, it ambicion, or whatever elfe it 
be, ſhall be putting you on ; 1ct the aw 
of this truth of God, & yeu' accountay 
bleneſs ro the God of cruth prepGderate 
& ltayyouback;as ever you VB ouldignt{wer 
it co Chritlt, rchis Church, or to your 
own Conlciences another day Sire; 
the time is coming, when a | V zurds 
ſhall bee pluck'd of, and wv hac were 
your aims by, what your abilicies 
tor., and why you deciined author 2l :g 
to tae Miniitry ſhajl bee produced in 
open Court, and conſcience ſhall bee 
put to It ( will you nill you ) to an- 
{wer ſuch interrogato: ics as thife arcs 
G 3 he 
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Cbriſt”s Commiſſion- Officer : 
Who made you a teacher in Iſrael ? 
who required this at your hands? who 
gave you this authority ? &c, And lirs, 
will not this bee a ſad indi&tment from 
the Lord in that day? 1 did not ſend 
theſe Prophets, theſe preachers, yet they 
xan; I have not ſpuken to them yet 
they propheſied, Well ; is it ſo, that 
tuch teachers muſt havea commuſlion as 
well as qualifications from our Lord 
J.{us Chritt? Oh! chat ſuch among us, 
who «xercife the Miniſtry, enjoy the 
maintena;:ce,and expeCt che reverence of 
Minifters, yer never cntred by the door 
of Crdination uponche diſcharge of this 
Office, but have climbed up ſome other 
way, would ſeriouſly lay it to heart! 
What ? is the Miniſtry an Office? and 
the external committing of the Miniſtry 
un!'o min Ged's Ordinance ? how 181t 
thin, that ſuch do ( that I ſay notthat 
{uch ca-e) ordinarily exerciſe the Mini- 
ſtry, a8 tothe preaching part, who never 
were, and perhaps never will be, who ne- 
ver did deiign, nor do now delice to be 
ſolemnly tec aparc to the Miniſtry > 
Conider I pray you theſe rwo things. 
3, That to ao the proper work of a 


Miniſter 
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Miniſter or Officer of God cannot bee 
ſafe. 2. To do the preaching work of a 
Miniſter cannot buc be {infull. 

N. 1, To do the proper work of a 
Miniſter or Officer of God cannot bee 
ſate,wichour his ordination or appoint=- 
ment thereunto. Men may paſle it by, 
it is true, but God will noc put it up un- 
puniſhed. The holieft pretexts of Korah 
and his complices will not help them, it 
they ſeek the Prieſthood. Numb. 16.3. 
10, 31+ 32, 33+ Godis fo far from bear- 
ingwithitin common men,that hewould 
at no hand take ic from che chiefeſt ma= 
giltrate - witneſſe Saz/s loffe of the 
Kingdom for ir, though burdened then 
wich ſogreart ſtraits 1 Sam, 13 Sto 15 & 
Uzziahs leaproſie to the day of his 
death tor it, though ( before this ) hee 
hau been bleſſed with fo great ſucceſſe, 
2 Chron.26,16 to 22. And now beloved , 
is not ordinary authoricative reaching 
in the Church the proper work of a Mi. 
nitterofChriſt? Yea;zwhat is,if chizbenot? 
Wacreforeor whereuntois aMiniſter cr- 
dained e<lfe, it nor to be a Preacher and 
Teacher of the Church in faith and ve- 
rity? 1 Tim, 2.7. Wherefore worthy of 


G 3 double 


C hriſt SOC onmi(ſuo- Offver-: 
double honour elie,it not tor labowin 
in the word &doftrine,which eminently 
beipeakerh preaching ? 1 Tre. 5. 17+ 
Where'ore is the Gotpell and this Ofhice 
conmircted to him elle, it not for mani- 
tciti; g cue wo:d through preaching? Ter, 
I. 3+ yea indeed, not 10 much to b.piize 
as tO preach 1 Cor. 1.17. Þbelovedgchere- 
fe *cis we areallowedot God to be put 
in tiuſt wich cheGoſpel,1 Theſ.2,4.ther- 
fore are we appointed of Gol to this 
erult in che Goipel, 2 71m. 1. 11. theres 
tore and thereunto it is that we awe fo 
2djured and cailed upon God inthe 
Goſpell. 1 charge thee -betore God and 
the \® d J-ius Chriſt,who ſhall judg the 
q tick andihecead at his appearing,and 
his Ki:gdom;preach the word,be inſtant 
in{ca{60,vutoficafo,&c 27 im. 4 1,2-<Sirt, 
© isthire any proyer att of a Gulpel-Mi- 
© ailter ? it ihere be nor, why do you not 

© vlainly tcl] us, there 18 no ſuck Officer 
8 cit us? If there be. may not preaching 
© ptitin as fair and tull, yea. a iairer and 
© flex claim than any? Say yuu, the 
* adminiſtration of the Sacraments is a! 
© pro er att Ct this Otter ? Beirio 
* but con! der I beſeecch you, whether 
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© &edence 
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© cedence thereunto ? Are Gofpell-Mi- 
© niſters mure emineatly,or more expreſ- 
©ly ſaid, cither to be commiſſoned to be 
© Miniſters, for that aG then tor this ? 
© 1 Corr, 17+1Tim. 27.07 Ore COMMEN® 
© dedi n their mini'.ry by that a, than 

© by this > 2 Tim, 2-15- or more tobee 

© counted of with reipeCt to their mini- 

© ftry, forthat a&,than for this? x Tim. 

© 5.17.1 Theſ. 5.12, 13.,0r are wemore 

© often, or more openly circum-ſcribed, 
© or deſcribed, as the Miniſters of the 

© [ord by that,than by this ?ibid & Heb, 

© 13. 7, Or are wee more concerned, 

and commanded, and charged to at- 

©tend upon that\att of our Miniftery , 

(than this ? Rom. 12.7,'S. 1 Tam. 4 13, 

© 14, 15, 16, Sure ]lam, though I ex» 

clude not the adminiftration of the 

© Sacraments from being a proper at of 
© an Office-Minifter, ard one of thoſe 

© purpoſes and ayms,why Cod will have 

© men put into the Miniſtry ; yet prea» 

© ching the Goſpel is with more abun- 

© dant frequency expreiſed among the 

© afts of Miniſters, and with more at un=- 

© dant fuine(s evinced to be the aym of 

*God by che Miniſtry.[f you bave but 0+ 
brerly readtheScriptures,yet you cannot 
G 4. * but 
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Chyiſt”s Commiſſion- Officer : 
8bat obſerve this. With what conſo- 
© nancy theretore to ſound reaſon or 
© Scripture-revelarion the adminiſtrati- 
© on of Sacraments ſhall be received to 
© bce the Pope: att of a Miniſter of 
£ Chriſt : ad authoritative (caching re- 
E rejected mean-while, judge ye? And 
if it be (as it is proved to be ) the pro» 
per a& ot a M:niſtzr thus ro preach au- 
thoritatively z what an adventure you 
Tun, what an attempt you ruth upon,Oh 
that you may attend in time, who Or- 
dina:ily diicharg this pars of vur Office 
without Ordination thereuntos 

N. 2. Tods the preaching W0} k of allies 
»iſter ordirarily, without Ordination can- 
not but be ſinfull, What though we yeeld 
that there may be an eſſay withour it 
for tryal of qualifications ? wil ic there- 
fore be an «xcuſe for ſuch who make it 
a trade or courſe ? or becauſe the ſons 
of the Prophets may be called thereunto 
occaſionally ? will it therefore be a co» 
vert for him who is exerciſcd therein or» 
dinarily?Can you (© forget the prohibi- 
tions,precepts,precedents and pregnant 
cbaraQer- &titles of preachers mentioncd 


formerly *{zir not finſul for an unofhiced 
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perſon to baptize ? Conſult elſe the di- 
ſpures be:ween Papiſts and Proteitants 
about midwives baptiſme., And can that 
be l1ntuil for you, yer preaching (inleſſe? 
When both theſe are preſcribed in the 
ſame commiſſion,and preaching hath the 
precedence; not onely in the order of 
words there, at, 28. 19, but in re- 
gard o worth and eminency elſe-where, 
a$ the more notable end, and nobler er- 
rand why we were ſent forth not to bap*« 
tize, as our Apoſtle faith , but to preach 
the Goſpel, 1 Cor.1. 17. 4.e, not fo much 
to that as to this. Bur more particular- 
ly fee I beſeech you, whetherhis fin tends 
to theſe three things at leaſt, 

1. To the vacating of this Goſpel- Officer, 
as to this attat leaſt, of preaching. For 
if this bee a common operation, what 

'needs a pecaliar officer for ic ? It it may 
bee, nay muſt bee ( for ſo far ſome carry 
it )the work of every other man, to' la» 

| bour for abilities to preach, and to lay 
them out in preaching; what need we 
as to this purpoſe of an affice. Minifter ? 
Is there a {peciall officer for the common 
work of every particular member in the 
body civi!, military, or naturall ? if yer 
there 
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Chrift's Commiſſion- Officer : 
there, why here 1 pray you? Well : muſt 
we have none to teach authoritatively 
and by office in the Churches ? you can- 
pot I ſuppoſe (hut cur the light of 1o 
many Scriptures, as you have ſeen and 
heard ro ſpeak the contrary , Muſt we? 
how then { beloved ) can authoritative 
teaching be every ones imployment ? We 
have no ipeciall organ in the body for 
teciing, that is the common work of e- 
very raember, but we have for fight, for 
i{mel!, taſte, apd hearing, * What itis 
© with cthers I know not, bur a thing of 
© {ad remark and reſcntment it is with 
© me ; that ſo many of thoſe, who atfirit 
© have contended for no more than that 
© unofficed men may preach , have at 
< length caft off the office of preachers, 
© and therewith caſt out all the Ordi. 
*nances and Churches of our deareſt 
A 

2, Totheviola:eng of Goſpel- order..For 
what is more openly delivered here,than 
that every one do his own buline(s, ſtu» 
dying to bee quiet, 1 Theſ. 4,11, That 
as :he Lordhath called every one, ſo hee 
wa!k and abide in the ſame calling 


Waerein he was called, 1 Cor, 7. 17, 20, 
That 


x 
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That no one think more highly of himſelf 
than be ought tothink,, but ſoberly,according 
as God bath dealt to every man the meaſure 
of faith, Rom. 12. 3. And that every 
member keep to his own place in the bo- 
dy 3 God having ſet the members inthe bo- 
ay gevery one of them, a it hath pleaſed him, 
1 Cor. 12, 18, &c, 
. 3» To nſurpation upon the Goſpel-Chuy « 
ches, For who reads not, that they have 
rule over you, and muſt bee{o remem- 
bred, who have ſpoken to you the Word 
ofthe Lord ? Heb, 13. 7. That ſuch as 
are to admonith you from the Lord,have 
authority,and are over you in the Lord? 
1 Theſ, 5. 12-and muſt be efteemed hes 
highly in love by yon for their w 
lake, ver, 13. If gifted brethren are to 
labour in the Word and dokrine, to 
preach or teach authoritatively in che 
Churches ; the Churches muſtthen per- 
form them reverence. 1 Tim. 5, 17. Jets 
& pay them maintenance;for what hath 
(God more cleeriy ordained, than that 
they who preach the Goſpel, ſhould 
live of the Goſpel, x Cor. 9. 14, 
and that he that is taught in the Word 
communicate to him rhat ceacheth in 
all good things ? Gal, 6, 6+ Bur I for+ 
bear 
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Chrlſt's Commiſſion-Officer: 
bear any longer to rub upen this ſoar ; 
© cruſting thurow grace, that. the Liber« 
F&iniſm produced by his ltherty of pro« 
pheſying (as 1cjs miſnamed ) will at 
© lengch awaken all the people of God 
© and preachers of the Goſpell ro a juſt 
caveria:ion trom,& abhorrenceofit.And 
I no way doubc but ſuch Proph ts at 
length, as run to & tro, preaching the. 
dreams & delu{icons of cheir own hearts, 
{h:11 be athamed every one of his viſzon 
whict-he hath propeficd,neither ſhal they 
wear any long:r a rough garment to de- 
* 7.6. c-un- CElve,* But he (hall iay,! am no Propher, 
terfeir che I am an husband-man : for man taught 
rrue Pro- meto keep cattell from my youth Zech. 
phers, who | . 4.5-As for you brethren and beloved 
commanly | 
wore ſuch Who cake your lelvs to be apt and able, 
garwents. inwardly called and competently qua- 
: King.r 8 ]:fcd to tzach others in the Church,why 
_ 20. ?*ſhould not this Office be commited to 
+ © Hig * you, that you may with peace to you, 
che:ſ0nrp With profic to others, and without pro- 
onthe place vocation to God authoritarively teach 
others f Yea, and let me intreat and in- 
gage you by our Lord Jeſus; as ever 
you would have his preſence with you, 
his proteion and gracious providence 
over 
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An Ordination-Serman. © 
over y« u,hit power ajding,and his grace 
proſptiing you ; do not cxercile the Mi- 
nuiry ord:narily, withcut or before en- 
trance thcreinto by Ordination, Oh! 
be not {o averie ro Clirifts honour, the 
Churches happin. fie, & your own com- 
forc | bur if you are indeed qualified for 
the M.oikry, fee that yoa have the Mi- 
niity committed to you. Sirs, w: y 
ſhould your proving for the Miniftery 


' teem ſo dreadtull ? or putting into the 
. Minittery ſcem no more deſirable tro you 


who profeſſe, that this one a& of rhe 
Miniſtry is ſo delicious and dear unto 
y-u ? It your aims are right and abili- 
ties reall, why there ſhould be ſuch an a- 
verſation from tryal, 1 know not. Sure 
I am,ycuſhou'd be firſt proved,and then, 
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and not till then uſe the Office of a Bi- : TLImY 
ſhop, being fourd blamelefic * If you are 


port averſe from,nor affraid of triall,ac- 
quit your ſe]vs, and acquaint us where 
your excepticn: lye, and put not ſuch a 
flumbling block :n'your bret brens way. 
Why there ſhouid be fo much loath- 
nefſe or aver ſ\n:tle to O:dination, if 
there be ſo much love of, ard abili- 
ty for the office, as 1g pretended, 5 muſt 
profeſs I tee not. Objethe 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer: 
Objeft. Do you tell mee, the Apoſtle 
faith, ye may all propheſte one by one ? 
1 Cor. 14+ 31, Anſw. True ; all ye that 
are Prophets, of whom he is now ſpeak- 
ing, 29, 32, verſes , He faith nor all ye 
people. © One whole ſex are prohibi.ed, 
© 24, 35 verſes, and for the other, whac 
© lets than this {peaks he? Are all Pro- 
* phers? 1 Cor. 12. 29. 7.e. all are nor, 
© Where doth the Scripture. tell you of 
© unofficed Prophets ? men that never 
© were, nor never will be put into office, 
© yet ordinarily did and might perform 
© this at of office ? See you not how di- 
© ſtin&rhe mention is of the Prophet and 
© righteons man? Mat, 10.42.and how 
© frequently the Prophet is delivered in 
© upon the Catalogue of Charch-Ofti- 
© cers,*ven in this {ame Epiſtle? x Cor. 1 2: 
© 28. Eph. 4. 11, &c, 
Objeft. Eldad and Medad ( ſay you ) 
do prophefie in the Camp, Namb. 11, 27. 
Anſw. Trae; and who would nor have 
withed with ſes in the ſame calc ? 
would God all the Lord's people were 
Prophers ! Bur, Lo,when was it ? not til 
the Lo:d rook off the Spirit thac way 
upon oſes,andit relted upon them, ver: 
26, 
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26. *And who were they ? Of them 
*cbat were written,vuc went not out un- 
© to the Tabernacle, ver. 26.7. e. of the 
©Seventy Elders ( cticers of Tirael ) 
© whom Gud commands AMo/es wo bring 
*bicher,znd covenants to putupon them 
of his Spicir, ver, 16, 17, 18 
'ObjeF. Burt we ace ail Prieſts unto 
God, Rev, 1. 6, Arſw. True; but not 
all Prophers, 1 Cor. 12. 29. The ſame 
Chritt who hath made us Prieſts hath 
made us Kings too, a royall Prieft-hood, 
x Pet. 2, 9. We ate ncither properly, but 
in a figurative fenſe onely. © Will nor 
© this veſt us with a civill euthoricy co 
©mulit and puniſh ? how will chat then, 
© to Miniſter publickly or preach ? 
Objeft. But weall ought to be teach= 
ers of others ? Heb. 5, 12. Anſw. True, 
even women arenot exempted, but en- 
joyned Titys 2. 3, 4+ Yet not in the 
Churches, how eminently ſocver gifted, 
1Cor. 14. 34, 35- Privately and charita- 
tively all nay, all muff, as I have ſaid; 
Oh let your 687: bay friends, and with 
whom ye walk in fellowſbip witnefle it, 
and let the Word of God dwell richly in 
you to this purpoſe, Co/, 3. 16. Buy 
-  oughce 
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Levic.19. 
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Heb.10.24 is chis to warrant your publick preach- 


25. 
1 Theſ.x. 
IT. 


Chri#t's Commiſſion Officer : 
ought therefore all to teach publickly 
and authoricatively likewiſe ? Nay, here 
our Apoſtle : Areall teachers, 1 Cor, 12+ | 
ver. 29 44. e, all are not, all oughtnot, 
I Cor. 12.29, © Shew us | pray you,where 
© any gittea brother may af uni autho- 
© rity to hinifelf 2 or where he is allows» 
© ed of our Saviour, as in his name and 


© blies ofhis ſervants? and where atten* 
*:ion is dueto him in fodoing by co 

* mandmert from che Lord? Hath Chriſt 
© ever ſaid toſuch as he hath to his othce- 
* Miniſters? He that heareth you heareth 
© 22e,and he that deſpiſeth you,deſpijeth me, 
© &c. Luk. 10.16. 

Objeft. But we muſt ſpeak often one 
to another, rebuke, conjider, comfo.t, 
edifie, and exhort one another ; not on» 
ly ourfamilies, but eſpecially thoſe with 
whom wee walk in fcllo wſhip. Aw. 
True; do it and pare not. No good 
man or Miniſter durit diiſwade or d:{- 
courageit. Nay, this wee df command 
and charge you by the Lord. * But what 


© ſtead, to teach publickly In the _ 


ing in the Churches of Chriſt ? Is th-re 


no difference between that and private 
Chciſti- 
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Chriſtian-converſe & conferences, which 

row «ut of charity aid the communion 
of Saints? © Do you, will you fay, but 
© chat women among you as wel as men 
© are Intended by the Apoſtle in thoſe 
© Scriptures , Wheneto you allude? yer 
© who ſceth not that women muſt keep 
© filence in che Churches ? 1 Cor. 14+3Y. 
© Pray (hew us from Scripture, where 
© men out of office ate cnjvined co tuch 
© publick teaching, or ſo to teach, from 
* which women are precluded ? 

Objeft. Say you as every man hath 
received the gitt, even ſo ſhould wee mi- 
niſter the ſame one to another, as good 
ſtewards of the manifold grace of God ? 
Anſw. True; © But your (elves wil not 
© ay (I chink) that women are excluded 
© from what this text enjoyneth. Accept 
© chis command then in it's greateſt lati- 
© tude, it can import no mor: than this, 
cif you allow (whatT am ſure you muſt; 
© and believe you do )in ic's full accord 
© with other Scriptures, that wee mini- 
ter the gift we have received one to ano- 
ther,ev-ry one In his own orb, in his 
order ; Publick Miniſters of the Church; 
(in which ke'inſtancerh ver. x1,) in a 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer - 
publick and authori ative way, private 
members ofthe Church n a private and 
charitative way, as did Agqri/a and Priſ- 
cilla, At, 18.26. * And beyond doubt, 
5 cholc women that laboured with Pax! 
£;zathe Golpel, Ph!l, 4. 3. tor he uttered 
© nota woman to teach in the Church, 
© x Tims, 2.12. And truly otherwiſe, up- 
© on the ſameground that you infer trom 
© this tcxt,that every one who hath gitrs 
© for publick preaching muſt miniſter the 
© ſame publickly? upon the ſame ground 
* with <quall right and reaſon m1y ano- 
© ther inter, thc this gitied perſon muſt 
© preach publickly, whether the Church 
© approves him gifted, and indu'gerh him 
© this liberty or not : ( and inde:d where 
*chat call and compr.bation of the 
© Church hath any foot-ſteps in Scrip- 
© truce, Which ſome ſpeak of, ere ſuch 
© (hall exerciſe bis gifts, I ſee nut) and 
* again, that every man who hath recei- 
©yvedgitts or abilities to adminifter the 
© Sacraments,or to abſoly from cenſures, 
© may and muſt miniſter the ſame to 0+ 
©thers, which you do not, dare not 
© grantznor indcedmay without deſtroy- 
©ing the order of the ARE Ae- > 
- nc 


An Ordination-Sermon: 
* the Ordinances of Chriit, and denying 
© che neceſſity of Miniſters by office. And 
© I pray conlider, whether more eminent 
b abilities be needtull for the ordinary 
5 miniſtration of Sacraments, than for 
© preaching ? and whether you are more 
© evidently excluded by this text, or by 
© any cther from ordinary miniſtration 
© of Sacraments thap of ſermons? Bur if 
* you limit this command, according to 
© the liberty which the words afford 
* you, it ſpeaks for us, and againſt you. 
*For what are ſtewards, but men in of- 
* fice ? andin what other notion, is it 
© everuſed in Scrip:ure, or where? And 

*thas it wil be no more, than this,in the 

*(enfe of it : That as every man hath 

© received the office ( which is by gitc 

* frequently underfigod in Scripture; 

6 Roms 12. 6,7. Eph,a, 8. cum 11,) fohe 

© miniſter,viz,, according to his truft and 
© office z which isilluftrated particular- 
f Iy,v.1r.whercin he diſtinguitheth theſe 

© officers or ſtewards, into two ſpecies 
© or tanks,viz,fuch as are to ſpeak froti 
© Chriſt, and ſuch ag are to ſerve in his 
© Church ; ſuch as are to be the mouth 
© of God, authoritatively to guide them; 
H 2 an 


Chrift”s Commiſſion- Officer : 

© and ſuch as areto miniſter, az of the a* 
© bility which God hath given, #. e, Bi- 
© (hops or Presbyters, and Deacons as he 
© tcequintly elſewhere maketh the d:firi- 
e bution, Phil, 1.1 Tim, 1. 3. fc. Theie 
*hed.icribeth by the moſt eminent as 
© of their office, and dire&erh how chey 
© ſhall diſcharge them, 

Objeit, Why ? they that were ſcat- 
tered abroad went every where preach- 
kog the Word? Af58.4s True, but who 
were they ? If you ſay men out of of- 
fice, let uz hear your proof, the onely 
particular man therewith mentioned is 
Philip, ver, 5. who was e*ce this ordain- 
ed, Chap. 6,5, 6, and wagan Evangeliſt 
Chap. 21.8. Again, when did they it? 
when the Church was all ſcaitered a- 
broad, which was at Jeruſalem, verſe 1. 
And is there no difference b: tween prea- 
ching under the ſcatcering of the Chur- 
ches, and during their ſettlement > 
© {h uh f think that the univerſal term 
<[ all ]ver-1.doth rather intendall the 
© M nitters of that Church,except the A 
* | oftles,than all the members. For why, 
* or Where ſhould the Apoſtles have ſtay- 
*ed, it all thee had been ſcattered 

abroad ? 
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© abroad ? Or how could Sax! have been 
< ftil making havock of the Churctthere, 
© haling men and women t-» priſons,v.3+ 
© which is another probability that 
© they were onely men in office, who 
$ wet this preaching to and tro, to 
© which you may add the pregnancy of 
© the expreſſiun,which Lk, maketh uſe of 
© verſe 4 Wwayytnopere: 7dy adv , which 
© ths Evangclilt hath io otten and onely 
© uſed of preachers by office, Att.5,4.and 
©8.12,and 10,36. Luk. 8. 1.and 9. 6. 
© and 20, 1-as the late learned laborious 
* and pious Alſemblie do animadvert. * *{e their 
Obie. But we find Apollos teaching anfwer ro - 
© the way of the Lo:d diligently, even in *h<Real.of 
© the Synagogue ? At. 18. 25. True, bu: an cv 
© who was Apellos? not onely an ele-, ;o, 2x, - 
. ©qu*nt man,& mighty in the Scripturcs, z2. 
terſe 24.bur is expreſl; mentioned to be 
© onz ot the Miniſters by whom the Co- 
© rtnthians believed, 1 Cor.3.5, 6: andin 
© that regara he is owned by Paul, as his 
© brother Apellos.1 Cor.16-12.and ranked 
© with him & Pet. 1 Cor. 1-12.Say you he 
*was not put into office when he preach+ 
ted at Epheſas, Act.18.buchow proveyou 
* ic? Surely the mention of his knowledg 
H 3 onely 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 


< only of John's baptiſm, i.e, his dorine 
© aud Miniſtry,ver-25,will be too {lender 
© a proof thereof; eſpecially if you confi- 
*der the other charaCerstherewith given 
© him, and the contraſted knowledge of 
* the Diſciples of Jeſus, ſome time after 
© their firſt ſending forth, and that John 
* had his Diſciples, as well as had Jeſus 
* his. But further ſuppoſe we ix: yet what 
© can be more inferred, than we readily 
© grant?viz..that that one who purpoſeth 
© cheMiniftry,and is preparatorilyquali- 
* fied for it,may give proof of his qualifi. 
cations by preaching ſome ſermons &ce 
© his putting into office ; into which ir is 
* manifeſt that Apollos was,it not already 
© put,yet not long after this at Corirth,ro 
© which he paſſed trom Epheſus ver,*26. 
© Objett. Doth not Fehoſophat ſend his 
© princes toteach in the Cities of Judah? 
© 2 Chrov.47,7- and with them the Priefls 
© and Levires v.8,and they taught in 7-- 
* dah,v.9. True; So that there is never an 
©unſent teacher. Amemorable and imita- 
ble preced=cl no doubr)'/or ſupreme go- 
© vernours-that the teachings of theLaw 
© ofthe Land and of the Law of the Lord 


© 4» go together, the Magiſtrates reach- - 


ing 
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An Ordmation- Sermon. 
ting that,and taking care for,and giving 
© countenance to the Miniſters reaching 
«this,But behold,it is ſo done,as the mat- 
© ters of the Lord and the matters of the 
© King, are diftinaly ordered by diftin& 
© officers,as the ſame Fehoſophat appoints 
©Chap.19.11,Sothat It no where appear- 
© eth that the ſecular Lords and Princes 
<did teach the ſame macters, and inthe 
{ame mi3ner,as did the Priefts & Levires. 

© Objcb. Say any yet amongſt us? Sir, 
© we have been proved and approved by 

* he Miniſters of Jefus.Som ot us former- 
© [y,under the power of the Committees; 

©* ſome now before the preſent Comifſion- 

&ers which are intrufted withthe indu&is 
© of Miniſters. Why ſhould you preſs us to 
Coordination, who can already offer fo 
© fair and fulla plea for the office ? Av. 
© Be it fo, as you have ſaid in the former 
* part ; (though how many have crept in 
©at another door without cicher probasz 
© .ton or approbartis, I am loth to ſpeak) 
Surely,as | cannot but comend fo much 
© care on the part of the civi] Magiſtrate, 
© ere he inveſts men with thecivil right of 
© enjoying the maintenance,or indufteth 
*them co the exerciſe of the Miniſtry 

H 4 in 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion- Officer : 

© in ſuch a particulai pariſh ; yer this co- 
© vering I muſt te)] you, will be too nar- 
© row tor you,who expe the doubleho- 
© nour and «x«cute the office of the Mini 
© ſters of Chriſt. How ſtritly you were 
* proved, your (elves beſt knowzbut that 
© you were not iolemnly approved, with 
© prayer,taſting,and impoſition of hande, 
® who knoweth not ? 1t your ſelves will 
© but ask your appruvers now,or hereto-+ 
© fore, you will eahly receive this ready 
© anſwer : That they did not put youin- 
© tothe office of Miniſters; ( ſuch kind 
© of ordinations having no patrons (that 
© Iknow) amcng men, nor pretexts for 
Fit from God,nor ſcarce any conliftence 
©with any principles amongſt us what- 
© ſoever ) Bur what they did was to per- 
© mitand approve youzlo far as concern- 
*ed th:m, as delegated from the civill 
* Magiſtrate, xo the exerciſe ani enjoy- 
© ments of the Miniſtry in ſuch a place. 
© Fo:merly none might be approved, bat 
ſuch as were already office=Miniſters ; 
© ar preſent none but ſuch as are ( it not 
* atually made Miniſters, yer) apt and 
* able for the Miniſtry; the aCtuall 
* inveliiturce of men with which 

| * Ofhce 
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___ An Ordination-Sermos: 
© Office is not their preſent buiſneſle. 


© And though whether this inveſtiture 


© bein the power of the Presbytery,or of 
© rhe people, may not beſo well accor- 
©ded: Yet that there is ſomething <lfe, 
© than the preſen approba: ion, for ma= 
© king one an Othce-Minifter, is on all 
© hands between thoſe of the pregbyteri- 
© an and Congregational perſwaſicns 
© afſented to, 

Sirs, may apy or all this weigh with 
you? Or will you yet i<tain your pre- 
Judices ? Let me onely mind you of that 
of the Apoſtle : That no man think of 
himſelf, more highly then he ought to 
think; Roz. 12, 3+ and reaew my for» 
mer motion once more to you, and 1 
paſſe to the next uſe. Sirs, are you 
gifted in earneſt for the Miniſtry ? 
and have you not gilded over your prea- 
ching out of Ofhce, with pretexts oaly ? 
Oh - com, come, try your qualificati- 
ons, and rake up a commilſion, and ſee 
whecher wee! not give you the right 
hand of fellowſhip. 

Uſe 3+ Ot hearty Counſe!), wherein I 
muſt and ſhall be very contraR, being 
ſenſivleboth of your work,and my own 
| weak» 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion- Officer : 
weakneſs, Ic ſhall be 1, To you unto 
whom this office is or thall be this day 
commitred., 2, To you over whom 
God hath or thail commic ſuch offi- 
Cers. 

Se, 1. To you unto whom this Of- 
fice already is, or ſhall be this day com- 
mitted, Is ic ſo &c. This calleth upun 
you to do the whole Othc+ that is com- 
mitted to you of Ged.and io to demean 
your (elves as thoſe that have this holy 
Office committed to you of God. 1. To 
© do the whole Office that is committed 
©to you. Make full proof of your Mini- 
Eſtry. 2 Tim. 4,5. "Tis (let metell you) 
© of a vaſt compaſs ; dofrinall, difci- 
© plinary,publick,private, in ſeaſon and 
© out of ſeaſon, &c. and of a vaſt conſe- 
5 quence : elic it had never been ſo affe- 
* ionately perſwaded by Chriſt, and 6 
awfully prefſed by his Apoſtle, or fo 
© frequently by both. Foh. 21+ 15, 16,17. 
*1 T1m.5.21.ch.6.13,14. 2 Tim-4, I, ad 
6. Ascver we would have peace in our 
© own boſomes, or be pure from others 
© blood, let us wich-hold nothing from 
* our people, that is profitable for them 


©to know, and proper for us to com- 
© municate: 


| 
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© municate. This will be their crown, 
© and our comfort. As 20, 20, 27, 28. 
© It we would not be counted men but 
© of half-hearts,or would not be cuntens 
F ted with an half-holincfle in our peo- 
© ple, or with an halt-heaven for our 
© own perſons, let us do, I pray you,our 
* whole work. It cannot be concealkd 
©that wee have in theſe times a great 


107 * 


* many halt-Chriſtians, * halfe profeſ- , AR. 26. 


© fors 5 and it muſt be confeſſed, that we 1g, 


© have but too many half-minifters, or 
© half-paſtours, as to the execution of 
© their Office. And ſurely,to me it ſeems 
not much an inferiour ſoleciſm accor- 
© ding to Scripture, to hear of an halt- 
© Miniſter, as to hear of an balf-Chri- 
©ſtian in grace, or an half.man in na» 
© ture, 2, T his calleth uponyou foto de- 
mean your {elves in the work of the Mi- 
niftry,as thoſe that have the Office com- 
mitted unto you of God. © Theman of 
© God, eſpecially in the matters of God, 
© muſt not be or behave himſelf, only 
* after the rate of other men. 2 Tim, 2. 
*24.17i7.6 11, Theordinary works 
© we perform, (hould leave a reliſh 8& ſa- 
* your ofthac (acy:4 word we preach, % 
© 


Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer: 
© of this ſpiritual Office we are put into, 
* At Sirs ! what examples, ſhould wee 


© Paſtours be to our people in ( well- 


*nigh ) every particuiar ! in word, in 
* converſation, in charity, in ſpiric, in 
© faith, in purity, 1 159. 4, 12, [it, 2.7+ 
© 1 Per.5 3. Hethat hath my word, | t 
© him iprak my woid faithtully, whac is 
© the cbatle to the wheat {aich the Lord, 
© Jer,23-28, Andouh that we may ſhew 
*our telves approvel1 unto Goud, and 
© workmen that ne:d not to bee aſhamed 
* before men ! 2 Tim. 2. x5- Say you how 
© fhould we ? 1. Ler us do our work ccn- 
vincingly ; convincingly both in regard 


« Joh. 8.9. of others conſciences (a)and of our own 
b2Cor.6, Commiſion. (5) Lec us doit with au- 


LO 


thority, like our Saviour,and not as the 
Scribes, Mat. 7. 29. as thoſe that are ful 
of power,andot judgment,and of might, 
by the Spirit of the Lord, 11c-3-8. That 
when we preacb,or pray, or cenſure, or 
comtort,&c. & there cometh in one that 
believerh not,he may be ſo convinced of 
us, and judged of us, and the ſecrets of 
his heart made manifeſt ; As that fal- 
ling down on his face, he may worſhip 
God, and report thet God is in us of a 

truth, 
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' truth, 1 Cor. 14. 24, 25.2. Let us do our 
work cuniſcicutuouſly and ſincerely 
withou' partiality as :0 man, and with 
purpolcs tor God. * Fur why elſe is our 
© Commiſion? 1 Tim. 1.11, 12 what elſe 
© is God 8 Cummand ? 2 Tim. 2. 15, or 
© whac lefſe will be cur comfort ? 2 Cor. 
©1.12. and muſt be our charaQer,z Cor. 
| ©2.17, 1 Benotpartial cowards men, 
© how (hall we then prove our ſelves 'he 
© Miniſters and Stewards of Chriſt? 2 Cor. 
© 4. 1, 2. who muſt give every one their 
© portion of meat in due ſeaſon, Lek, 12. 
£ 42, Let us remember God's Covenant 
© with Levi,Dexnt.33 8, 9. and the com- 
©mand he hath W: with us, 1 T:92 5.21s 
© And truly itis' worth our moſt ſcrious 
Gefletions upon Our (elvs,whether,what 
*theLord ſomtime in way cfYeproot ecld 
© the Prieſts,doth not now as particulars 
©ly reach us, in the midi" of fo miny 
© reproches / viz. Therefore have | alio 
© madeyou contemptitl- »nd baſe before 
© all the people,zccording as ye have not 
© kept my ways, but have been parti 1 in 
© my law, al. 2.9. Agair, 2. Let all eur 
*purpoſes center in Gud. Wee are un- 
© worthy to bee called hi: Offi-ers, who 
Fare careleſie of his hunour, and 
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16 © Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer: 

unworthy thar hee ſhould havea care of 
ours, 1 54am. 2.30 Sirs, let us not preach 
our ſelves, bur Jeſus the Lord,2 Cor-4.5; 
As of ſincerity,as of Gud,in the fighe of 
God,ſo let us ſpeak in Chriſt,2Cor.2.17. 
What ! wou'd we pleaſe men ? how are 
we then the ſervants of Chriſt? Co/.x.10, 
Az we are allowed of God, to be put in 
truſt with che Golpel,even ſo letus ſpeak 
not as pleating men,but God,who trieth 
our hearts,1 The. 2. 4+ 3. Let us do our 
work couragiouſly & ſtrenuouſly, with - 
out deipondency or ſhrinking, without 
dejetion or linking. If God's Commit- 
fton 2nd concurrence will not bear up 
our h-arts,and bear us up thorow hard- 


ſhips, I know not what will, A priſoner | , 
with theieat the bar is able to taceand | 
fright a Judge upon the bench , At. 24: $. 


25+ © Were weEmbaſſadours in bonds, | , 
*yet we ought to ſpeak boldly, Ephe. 6: 4 
© verſ. 20. Such is the perſon we ſuſtain, 
* and the place we ſtand in. What ſhould | ,« 
© baulk or brow-beat us, who have ſuch of 
*an authority to warrant us, and ſuch | 


uthority to | gr, 
© almightineile with us, to work all our - & 
* WOIKs in us and for. us? 2 Tim. 111,12, | 


Were wee private Men, or went wee 
but 
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© but upon a private metflage, well mighe 
© our hearts mcdirate terrors, But being 
© Officers of Ghrift, and ſuch as hee will 
© own to the worias end,nor bonds, noe 
© bluud, »r death ſhould move us, Af} 20. 
© 23, 24,and 21. 23 A tew big looks,or 
© burcer words, or biting ſcoffs are ſorry 
© bug-bears ro daunt a Commiflion-ofh- 
© cer of Jeſus; to whom is given all pow- 
ver both ia heaven and carth, as he c-Iis 
© us for our encouragement , "at. 28. | 
©£18, 19, 20. Hoy woul4 we have born© Att 254 
© to have ftood at the bar? { c) or have r ALF 
q © fate in the ſtocks? (4) or have been 21, 25. 
© {courged ac the Whipping-poaſt ( e )e 2Cor.1 1s 
£with our predeceſſurs?yer werethey bold 24 
©in our God, to ſpeak the Goip:ll of 
© God, wi.h much contention 1 Theſ 2. 
© 4- and waxed the boulder, by their own 
© and oihers bonds, Phil, 1. 14. Aft. 4. 
29, 4 Let us do our Minifteriall work 
caretully and diligcnily : neither liſt< 
ning to our own idlenefle, nor led away: 
of other incanglements. Oh the weighe 
of that one Scripture! worthy to be in- 
{ graven jn letters of gold, upon all our 
| Study-doors, and to be continually re- 
corded in gQur hearts, Give attendance 


co 
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Chrif's Commiſſion Officer : 
to reading,to exhortation,to dodtrine - 
Negle& noc the gift that is in thee, which 
was given thee by prophelie, with the 
laying on of the hands of the Presbytes 
Iy. Meditate on theſe things , give 
thy felt wholly to them, that thy pro- 
fircing may appear © T40y, to all fnen, 
in ail things, by all means- Take heedun- 
to thy ſeit & unto your doQrine,continue 
In them-for in doing this,thou ſhalt both 
ſave chy ſelf & chem that hear thee. 1 Ti”. 
13,14, 15, 16. * Are we Officers? we 
* muſt waiton our Office : he that tea- 
© cheth on teaching, and he that exhor- 
©ceth on exhortation, Rom. 12+ 7. 8. 
© Whoſoever have time to ſpare for the 
Toys and vanities of the world, we have 
.none, whoſe time is Chriſts and hig 
*Churches,and who areto give our ſelvs 
© wholly to the word. 1 Tim, 4. 15. Oh 
chow puzi:ng and perplexing would 
© ſuch queſtions as thele be, it Chriſt 
© ſhould put them unto us. Why ſtand 
Cyehere ( perhaps) all the dy idle? 
We cannoc ſay, No man hath hir*d as. 
© Mat. 20. 6, 7. Or what doſt thou here 
©Eliiah ? 1 King. 19. 9,13, be we either 
© in the Cave, or inthe croud ; either 
© weary 
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© weary of our callings, or waſting otr 
* gime coand fro about lower concern. 
© ments? Sirs, are nut we che ſouldiers 
© of Chriſt? No man that warteth in- 
©angleth himſelf with che affairs of this 
© lite. that be may pleaſe him who hach 
© choſen him to be a ſouldter, 2 Tins. 2.4 
*Wee have SanCtuary work to attend. 
*'T was death for the Prieſts, if they did 
© hot abidein the SanQuarr, according 
© co heir (evera]l charges, b<cautc ihe a- 
© nointing cyl of the Lord was upon 
© ;h:m : becauſe chey were (oleinn]+ aps 
© poinred ro this wark and office, Levit. 
$10.7. and 21.11,12,and $. 35 It is 
© not reaion that we {hal leave the Word 
© of the Lord, ſay the Apoſtle,and ſerve 
"tables, AF. 6.2. this was in miniſtring 
©to the budily neceſſities of the poor. 
© And ſhall we leave the Word of the 
© Lord, and ſerve the times ? or beſecu- 
© ring trifles in compariſon of eternity, 
© with the miſcarriage of our . peoples 
© ſouls ? Oh! let us ſtir up the gfc of 
© God thatis in us! Had wee nothing to 
© refle& upon, but the laying on of 0+ 
©chers hands upon us, this might bee e- 


© nough to cauſe us to retiirti upon our | 
I 


own 
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I4 Chriſf s Commiſſion-Off: cer : 
£own hearts often , and to revive and 
© blow up whatioeveris of love or zeal in 
© as, tO a vigorous execution of our of 
© fice, 2 Tim, 1,6. Are wee Officers of 
© Chriſt, and in his Church? Surely wee 

f 2 Tim. 4.* bad need ply our bulinefſe hard. Nor 

2,2. can we (likely) be too butte in our office, 

g feb- 13- who have (I am ſure) the highctt chargh, 

Wl 5 Tims Cf ) tbe beavielt account, (g) the ha- deft 

"— +: work, (h) and the hotcelt wartare, ( / ) 
| Jerex.18,19 2 11. 2+ 3, 4s 

Seft. 2. This truth calleth upon you 
over whom God hath ſet or committed, 
or ſhall this day commit ſuch officers. 

This counſclleth you how to eſteem of, 

and entertain them in exerciſe of their 

truſt, and execution of their Miniftry, 

Say you how ? As thoſe that are officers 

of the Lord,and as over you in the Lord, 

i Theſ. 5. 12+ As thoſe that are appoint - 

ed of Gud to watch for your {ouls, and 

muſt give an account, Heb. 13. 17. And 

}- therefore how ſhould yuut ſubmic your 

'* Afelves? and obey them, ſo far as they, 

| rule ove” you in the Lord? hat they may 

give up their account with joy,and not 
with grief;for chat is unprofitable for 
you, as the Apoſtle adds. What though 
luch 
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ſuch have been,or now ſhall be outward: 
ly appointed by men,yet are they allow- 
edot God to beput in cruſt with the Gof- 
pel,t Theſ.,2.4.with AZ. 13.2,3.Beloved, 
thoie who are ordained of men accor- 
ding to God's ()rdinance;, are yet God's 
.Officers,God's Miniſters, What elſe doch 
Pal aflure us of the Elders, or ordina- 
ry Paſtors and Teachers of che Church 
of Ephejws ? ( which becauſe ordinary, 
could not be immediately put into of- 
fce : ) The Holy Ghoſt mad: them over- 
feers, Aft. 20. 25. Or what cle doth he 
attirm of thoſe of the Church at Coloſſe ? 
In his mention of Epaphras, *is,our dear 
fellow -fcrvant, who is for yo! a faithful 
Miniſter of Chriſt, Col. 1.7. When hee 
minds them their duty i Archip- 
pw, (who was it ſeems none of the moſt 
circumſpe& or conſtant Miniſter ) 'tis 
thus; Say to Archiypm, take heed to the 
Miniſtry which thou haſt ceceived in the 
Lord, that thou fulfill ir, Col. 4. 17. 
=x\nd what other language hear we con- 
cerning Tychicrs ? Col. 4. 7. Tychicus a 
beloved brother and a faithful Miniſter, 
and a fellow-ſervant in the Lord, Sv 
] 2 far 


6 ” 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 
far was it from truth,in the pu\ eft primi- 
tive times ; thar they were onecly to bre 
accounted the officers and Minifters of 
the Lord, who were immediarely put in- 
to the office by the Lord. Well then; 
let a man io account of us as of the Mi- 
niſters ot Chriſt,and ſtewards of the my- 
ſeries of God, 1 Cor. 4. 1, 1ſay as Mini- 
ſters of Chtift, not oft the Common=- 
wealth, not of Anrichriſt. I know there 
Is a common reproach rolled upon the 
Miniſtry in Exgland, as if we were no 0+ 
ther than Prieſts of Baal,\imbs of Anti- 
chrift, Aztichriſtian Prieſts &c. So much 
unbridled arethe ſpirits and ſpeech of 
many,that would ſeem to bee religious, 
and thereby ſpeak their religion vain. * 
But beloved call you thoſe, or can they 
be Antichriſtian, who have been fo eyi- 
dently oppoſedby Antichrift,and ſo emi- 
nently owned by Chriſt; azhave been the 
zealous and firi& Miniſtery in England, 
and ftill are to this day ? Oh ! how can 
you more honour, more: help up Anti- 
chcift? or hurl moredirt and diſgrace 
inthe face of Jeſus Chriſt? than by cal- 
ling thoſe Miniſters Antichriſtian, oo 
ave 
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have been and are ſo powe: fully able,and 
ſo proiperouſlyulctu'to break the league 
of io many thouiands of fou's with lin 
and death,and to bring them over ro the 
reall and ready jinbracements, of the 
ſervice of Gud and lite eternall? © Chri- 
ſhans, have not your eyes ſeen, and cars 
Fheard of miltiudes both of men and 
5 women, that hive been,and (ti:] are be 
*yotten by th: m, uno Chriſt through 
© the Goipel ? andchat are buil: up in 
© communion with him through their 
© Miniftry in che Goſpel ? Euitt up, not 
In a&cy (peculacions and doatage, about 
queſtions and ftrites of words; whereot 
5 cometh envy, {trife, railings, &c- This 
© is eaſily done indeed ( and among us 
*how emincntly ) by the ſubrilty and 
* zeal of ſcducers, and (ſuch as con(ent 
not to wholeiome words, 1 Tim. 6. 
535.4 5+ Pac lo, multicudzs built up, 
© chrough the good. hand of God upon 
*che gracious Miniſtry in Erglard, in 
© chereall abhorrency of tin, the rich a» 
enointings of cheSpirirginrthelife of taiib, 
6:h<lab-,ur of 1: vein thepowerof ſan&i- 
6 ficat ion,poverty of ſpirit, inheavenlineſs 
cof their minds wichin,and holiucts of 
I 3 " MN» 


þ 2 Cor. 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer : 
© manners without: In a word,to be do- 
* ers of righteouſneſs, &'in the dodtrine 
* which is according to godlineſs,Need I 
* cal for Teſtimonyto a trathſoeſtabliſh- 
ed, in the mouth. of more then two or 
* three thouſand witneſſes ? ( &) Need 
* we,as ſome others,may the pious prea- 
* chers to the pious people ot England, 
*from it's firlt reformation ſay ; Need 
© we, as ſome others, Epiſtles of com- 
* mendation to you?or letters of comen= 
* dation from you ? Yee are our Epiſtle 
© writcn in our hearts, known and read 
© of all men. Foraſmuch as ye are maz 
© nifeſtly declared to be the Epiitle of 
£ Chriſt, minifired by us; written not 
© with ink, but with the fpirit of the li- 
© ving God; not in'tables of ſtone, but 
© in fleſhly tables of the heart 2 Cor,3.1,2. 
*2, Whatis our hope, or joy, or crea wn 
© of rejoycing ? are noteven ye, in the 
© preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, at 
£ hig comming ? 1 Theſ.2, 19, And will 
<you alſo, being led away with the er- 
© rour of the wicked,tall from your own 
© ſteadfaſtneſſe? 2 Pet: 3. 17: you of 
£ whom we have been fo affectionately 
© deficous, as we were willing to-have 
| im - 


An Ordination-Sermon. 
© imparted to you,not the Goſpel of God 


© only, bur allo our own ſouls, fecauſe 
© ve weredear tous? 1 Theſ, 2. $. And 
© will you alſo liften co their ſcurrulous 
©imputations, who compaſſie us about 
6 with words of hatred,and ſay ; Come, 
©and let us ſmite them with the tongue 
©( who cannot' now (mite them with 
© the ſword) and let us not give heedto 
© any of their words. 7er-18. 18, Why? 
©Sirs, ye are our work in the Lord. If 
© we are not the Miniſters of Chrift 
*o others, yet doubtleſſe we are unto 
© you, for the ſeal of our miniſtry are ye 
©in the Lord x Cor.9g.1,2'Say you,ay,but 
we are antichtiſtian? however we cloak 
© it over, or cover it up ? But firs, upon 
what reaſon? whence rifeth it? Are we 
put into the Miniſtry by antichriſt 2 
No,But by inftruments that are his pro» 
felled and open adverſaries. Do we pro- 
mote antichriſt by our Miniſtry ? Net- 
ther: This is to plack him up root and 
branch,& to prefer Jeſus Chriſt in all his 
Offices. Are we protefted in our miniſtry 

by antichriſt? Nor this,un!elle che croa» 
kings of thoſe froggs which come oug 


of his mouth, the contradii..n;,calum- 
Tb”: nies 


Chriſt”s Commiſſion- Officer : 
nies and comminations of his Prieſts 
& Jeſttites (which have immixedthem- 
ſelves wich teparariſts of all ſoits)beour 
ſhic!d and proce&ion. Have we nut been 
perſecuted in our miniltry by Anti- 
chriſt ? Surcly yes; what elſe doth the 
Book of Mctyrs atteſt? and che bund-, 
blood and afhes of Holy Bradford, San- 
ders, Rogers,and the reſt in 9. 2. daies? 
On che other hand. Have not the purpo- 
ſes of the zealous Minifters in Eng!and 
been eminently for Chriſt? To cxalt 
his ſalvati.n, and with the cjeQtion and 
downfall ot that man of ſin ? Witneſſe 
elſc both preſſes and Pulpits, Hath not 
the preſence of Chriſt been eminently 
with thc zealous miniſtry of Englandco 
blaſt the policies, and break the power of 
Antichriſt, proſpering them in his own 
work& againſi the wilez% wrath of that 
wicked one! Speak malice it {elf & (pare 
not. Hath not the power of Chriſt 
le n eminently a&ive by, and apparent 
In the zealous Miniſtry of England ? 
Ask otherselſe? Ifl may not appeal to 
your own conſciencies ; whether thcic 
ſermons have not fallen like thunder 
and lightning upon them? and the 
vieapons 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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weapons ut their warfare have not been 
mighty, through God, to the pulling 
down of ſtrang houids ? and pierced even 
toike dividing aiundcr oft foul & ſpirit> 
Nay once more, have there not been,and 
yetare the prints &charaCters of the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt eminencly found upon 
the zealous Miniſters of England ? com- 
pare them eJie, with theſe Epiſtles to Ti- 
wothy and Titus, Sirs, what elſe have 
been and are their diſpolitions and qua- 
lifications for che Miniſtry, but ſuch as 
Chrift hath propounded ? What elſe 
their deligation to the miniſtry, for the 
ſubſtance of it, but ſuch'as Chriſt bath 
preſcribed? What elſe the diſcharge of 
their Minſtry, for the ſcope and main of 
ic, bu: ſuch as Chriſt bath preſſed 2? Al. 
lowing in all this for humane infirmi- 
ties z for you may not think we ceaſe 
to be men, when we come to be Mini- 
ſters, Laſtly what elſe the doQrine which 
they did and do ſtill miniſter,but ſuch as 
Chriit and his ApoBtles preached ? © And 
tare we yet Antichriitian ? Whence, or 
* whyis it?Do you tel us we were ordai. 
© ned by Biſhops ( at leaſt ſeyerall of us) 
and thele arc antichriſtian ? Burt Sirs, 


cit 


121 


Chriſt” s Commiſſion-Officer- 

© if you can content yourſelves with ſo 
© lieclecharity,l muft,and do count it my 
©duty 0 labour for more honeſty, than 
©t2 brand choſe holy ana learned men 
<with being Ancichriftian , who firſt 
© brought us from under 'the yoak of 
© Antichriſt, and burn'd in flames of 
© Marty:dom,by his cruelcy,for the cauf 
© of Chriſt, Thus did cheſe zealous Bi- 
© ſhops:Cranmer,F arrer, Latmmer, Hooper, 
© Ridley. And E doubc not but manyothers 
© ſince would have ſealed the ſame cauſe, 
© apon the ſame call, with their choiceſt 
© blood , whoſe works and writings for 

© piety and againſt Popery, wil ſpeak for 
© them among the living, when you are 
© {|:eping among the dead, Can Satan 
* ©chus caſt our Satan ? * or would Anti- 
© chriſt ſo conſume and caſt our Anti- 
© chriſt ? Well - but ſhould your preju- 
*dice paſſe; and we ſuppoſe with you , 
© our Engliſh Biſhops to have been ail 
© Antichirſtian, yet will you be to ſeek 
 ©for proof of your ſequele:that all thoſe 
* are Antichriſtian too,who were ordai- 
ned by Biſhops : unleſſe you will hap- 
© pily call your leaſe or land Antichri- 


* tian, becauferhis was derived from,or 
that 


: 


? 
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© that drawn up by a Popiſh Land-lord, 
© Ordination ot Presbyters was not an- 
© nexcd to a biſhop as ſuch only, for he 


| © could not ordain a Presbyter, unlefſe 


chimſelf had been ordained a Presbyter. 
*Nor did he ordain any Presbyters fing- 
© Iy by himſelf, bur ſtil with the concurs 
*rence of other Presbyters. The premilſ- 
* {es do plainly enough evince, That one 
*Presbyter may aſliſt in the Ocdination 
* of other Presbyters : That ordination 


OE 


*by Presbyters is Gods Ordinance: That 
*Minifters ſo ordained muſt be acknow- 
© Jedged Gods Officers. If therefore this 
© Bifhop, together with other Pres- 
© bytcrs, may warrantably ordain in the 
© capacity of a Presbyter, and one ſo or- 
* dained by him muſt be reputed the Of- 
© ficer of Chriſt ; with what right, or by 
© what rule ſhall the ſame man ordain- 
* ed by this Biſhop be reje&ed for an Of- 
© ficer of Antichriſt? If this Biſhop 
© loveth to have the preheminence, over 
© he other Presbyters in Orcdination, & 
> ©layeth hold upon ic by a divine right, 
© (get erally they haveclaimed by an hu+ 
* mane only ) it is his fin, but doth no 
* way annul or alterthe ſubſtance of this 


124 Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer: 
© man's ordination : no more than doth. þ 
©che ame Biſhops «dviniſtration of the - 
© Lord's Supper, upon th: jam: aiins a::d g 
© affeCtation, adiiu., Tits Supper tO any! 
© pious foul, We wel Know, be may law- 
© fally d. (his(as likewtiechat)in tbe ca- 
* pacity of a Presbyter, Say you yet that 
«our Miniftry in England is Antichriftie 
c an, BEcauie Our 0:dination came from 
« Rome, trom Antich:ift ? It to, you may 

not be offcnded if | tell you tna: this . 
© cha g+ is either utterly fallyor very tal. 
fLacious, Would you attenip: the prodf 
© of Exg'and's converiion and Miniftry 
© to have comeoriginallytrom Rome?you 
© may indeed gratitie the Jeſuites who 
© have been long ſtriviag in this ſubjeR, 
* (oe Fog; ut with no ſucceſs : Eur you (hould do 

. «= - 

Afts and © wel firit ro conſulc our Engliſh Chroni- 
Monunits © clers upon this ſubject, * and the juſt 
book2 be-© conqueſt, which ſome have already got 
gin"; © upon chis point; and by that time you 

peeds H: LY 

ory, or © will eafily refolve, that theſe were not 
Fulle:5Edl,* from Romegand it you pleaſe to read on, 
Hifto'y. © may ſoon inform your ſelf what ftour 
*ſce "155 champios againtt Rome's apoſtacy,have 


wy to the F 
Chi c, © been uſually found among our Engliſh 


£8. 23+ © Miniſtry. We do and mult cell you,:har 
our 


'* our ordination came from Chriſt, not 
* trom Romegnot frum An.ichrift,though 
-< jr is erue it hath miſerably been coma * 
minated by Aniichriſt,a* whar office or 
© ordinance in the Church hath not ? 
; © Now that we muſt part with an ordi- 
| © nance of Chriſt, becaul ic h..th ſomtime 
* been potlelſed by, and paſſed tro us tho- 
* row che hands ot tuch, as have ſerved 
| *and fet up Antichriſt,pray ſhew us,whs 
| © are wholly to {eek ot tuch a Scripture. 
} © Muſtthe Jews caſt away the gulden veſ- 
 ©ſelg of Sion,becaul they had been quafft 
© in, in che literal | the figure of this my- 
* ſticall ] Babylon? or muft they not ra- 
ther carry them back,inco the Templein ,y pyr, 5/1 
Jeruſalem,(z) which was a type of Jeſus. 14, rs. 
© Or did they ceaſcto be the veflels of the 
* Temple ( I know they ceaſed to be veſ- 
© ſels in the Temple ) while they were 
| ©carried ro Babylon,or were kept there? 
© Farewell all Churches, conſticutions, 
© and ordinances of Chriſt; it their com- 
Fingto us thorow the bold intrufions 
© and invaſions of Antichriſt, may diveſt 
x <us. yea, and farewell the offices of 
© Chritt too, for upon which of theſe 
1 © hath he not beca and ſtil is an aſager? 
ut 
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226 , Chriſt's Commiſſion-Officer - k. # 
« But bleſſed be God,all che cunning and Wſh* 
© commixtures of Antichriſt are not able Wi 
© to vacate one conſtitution of Jeſus, 
© Chriſt. Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
© notwithſtanding all his uſurpations 
< and additions, have been, and ſtill are, f 
® the blefſed Ordinances of our Lord & W- 
« Saviour,and ſhal be till the worlds end, WW 
© at. 28.19. cum 20. 1 Cor. x1. 26. we 
© have bis ſecurity therefore; and may |W; 
© thence eafily aſſume the continuance of 
© an cffice-Miniftry, for diſpenſing thele 
© Ordinances,and conſequently of Ordi. 
nation likewiſe; * the Scripture preſcri- 

* ſee theſe © bing this as the onely coucſe of putting WF 

thingspro- © men into office, Tit. 1.5. &c. and 

ved before © never promiſing ſuch office-Minifſters | 
© fince the Apoſtles days, as ſhal bewith- | 
© out ordination to the Miniſtry, Come 
© then beloved, ſufter not your ſelves to ; 
* bedetained with ſuch prejudices, or be } 
© drawn afide with ſuch pretexts from | 
© the ordained and office-Miniſters of ]e- WM 
© fus, But receiv ſuch io the Lord with «1! ii 
gladneſs, and hold them in reputation, | 
Phil. 2. 29- neither making nor ny | 

F | 


P 


up falſe reporcs againſt them,neither re- 
tuſing to hear, nor to honour them 3 e* | 
ſpecially W- 


q 


conan Aa 
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Teſpecially remembiing what Chriſt hath 
© told you. Hear them,and you hear him ; 
receive them, & you receive him ; diſpiſe 
/ cthem,and youdetpite him;and if you de- 
= ſpiſe him,you deipiſe him that ſent him, 
8. Luk. 1, 16. Mat. 10: 40. * Tis truegthere 
MF is liccle ocher duc to us, than whac ſcur- 
| rilous tongues and pens take liberty to 
1 | Joadus wir h,it we be look d upon as we 
W- are in our (elves; {infull men, that may 
”. beinchis teſpeC rhe leaſtof Saints, ( o) | 
© ard chick ſt ot finners, ( p ) as Pas! faich *)Eph-3-8- 
* of himfelf. Bur there is a double honour?) nah 
which is due unto us, if we be look'd 
- upon as labourers in the Word and Do- 
S Qrrine, as the meſſengers and Minitters of 
| Jeius, 1 7. 5. 27. Sirs, as little reſpe& 
| as you will ftor man's, for our own ſake; 
yet much is due, for the meſſage {ake,for 
the Minifteries fake,for our Maſters ſake. 
In this r:gaid, Pax! tells Philemon that 
he oweth him bis very (elf, Phil,19.1f you 
enquire of the bcft of Miniſters as men, 
Elias,one of the loftieft Prophersis a man 
| of like pailions, Fam 5. 17. Alas! wee 
- haveiheſame Devill to aſſault us, the 
ſame deceitfu}} world to allure us, 
and the ſame deſparately wicked heart 
0 


to aſſiſt to them, and betray Zut if 
ou enquire of us as Miniſters, wes: are 

cllow-helpers concerning you, 2 Cor. 8. 
23. overſcers of you, AF. 20.28* that are 


, by \ - I. F 
us; But if 


'to rule over you, Heb, 13. 7,17. andare 
over you in the Lord, 1 Theſ 5, 12. Weg 
arefellow-workers unto thexingdom of 
God, workers together with Gad, 1 Cor. 


6. 1- Emibafſadours for Chriſt, as thaugh| 


God did beſeech you by us, 2 Cor, 5. 20+; 
Let me thereforeChriſtians ſay this unto! 
you, eſpecially of the Congregations 
concerned in thoſe, which zre ſolemnly 
tO be ſet apart to the office and work of 
the Miniſtry this day, as Pau/ (aid of 7:-} 
motheus unto the Corinthians ,with a very 
little change, x Cor. 16. 10, 11. If Timo + 
thens, if thele come to you, ſeethat they; 
may be wich you without fear, for they! 
work the work of the Lord, as we aiſfo 

do. Let no man therefore deſpiſe them, 

butcondu@them in and out,in the work 
of the Lord with peace. | 


" a. . 


Soli Dee ſit gloria, Amen. .| 
FINIS. \ 


